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HISTORY OF ALNWICK. 

INTRODUCTION — INQUIRY INTO THE ORIGIN 
OF ALNWICK — ETYMOLOGY OF THE NAME-;- 
ANTIQUITIES — SUMMARY OF ITS GENERAL 
HISTORY. 

The early history of nations^ cities, and places, 
tliat had their origin in remote ages, and lay 
claim to any degree of antiquity, is involved in 
great obscurity. From the want of records, 
the low state of civilization in these distant 
periods, and the almost total neglect of every 
thing but what tended to defence, convenience, 
or comfort, the transactions of ancient times are 
so uniformly shrouded in conjecture, that every 
research into the remote origin of places is 
subject to doubtful and groundless inquiry. 
Indeed, the state of Britain previous to the 
invasion of the Romans is but imperfectly un- 
derstood ; for it is agreed by the ablest inquirers, 
that the first accounts of this island that deserve 
any credit are given by the Romans ; the dis- 
eordant opinions of historians respecting its 
original settlement having a tendency to ob* 
scure rather than to enlighten the subject. 

B 



ID HISTORY OF ^ 

There is no existing historical account of tRe 
foundation and rise of the castle and town of 
Alnwick : but there is ground to suppose that 
they had an early existence ; and arguments 
may be adduced to shew at least the probability^ 
if not the absolute certainty, of their having 
been formerly establishments of the Romans^ 
and afterwards of the Saxons. 

Albwict is xmnotibed in the Geography of 
Ptolemy, and in the Itinerary of Antoninus. 
It however obtains a place in the Itinerary of 
Richard of Cirencester : and the Roman station 
Alauna, in Iter IV. Trans^ Muram intyas 
FdlentiafHy of Richard, is fixed by Dp. Stukeley 
in his Commentarv to be Alnwick. ^ 

From the observations' of that learned and 
aocurate antiquary, Mr. Grose, it would^ seeih 
that Alnwick Castle owes its origin to the Ro- 
mans. If so, the town also must have been 
founded by that people, as their artificers, &c. 
always lived under the protection of a fortress. 
However, it is at least certain that Alnwick 
was inhabited by the Saxons, and tbat the castle 
at the time of the conquest was the property of 
Gilbert Tyson, one of the most powerful chiefs 
of Northumberland. 

Various opinions and conjectures have been 
formed respecting the etymology of the name 

^ See Wliitaker's History of Manchester,, toI. h Appendix, 
p. zxiij xxiii. 4tOb 
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^t Alnwick. This inquiry may probably be 
deemed af little moment; but investigations of 
this nature having a tendency to enable us to 
trace the origin and antiquity of places bv^ond 
the confines of probability, it becomes an object 
of some importance. 

Alnwick * is supposed to derive its-name from 
the river Ain,^ which is nndoulJtedly an ab- 
breviation of Alwen or Alain, signifying, in the 
language of the ancient Britons, a white or 
. bright stream, with the addition of the Anglo- 
Saxon wic/c, implying a castle or village. It 
is difficult to determine whether wick refers 
more strictiy to the castle or the town ; but it 
wsas probably first applied to the castle; for 
tkese places in distant ages being formed for 
security and defence, mankind would neces- 
sarily avail themselves of their protection ; and 
by associating themselves under the sanctuary 
of their bulwarks, and finding necessity for 
their closest union, they would in time form 
villages and towns. But it is otherwise sup- 
posed that .wick or wich is derived from the 
Koman word i;icw.y, signifying a street; to wit, 
rows of houses, one close to another, with a way 
between them. 

' Alenwike, Alnewike, Lelanits Fttn, Inscrip. T&wns Seal. 
Alnewick, Alnewicke, Randars Monuscripts. 

^ AlaunuB, Ptolemy, Altie, Camden. Awne, Sluheley, MX, 
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From these premises it may be inferred, that 
the river received its appellation from the Bri- 
tons ; * and that the town was founded by the 
Romans, there is reason to affirm, both from 
the mention madd of it in the Itin^ary of 
liichard of Cirencester, as being one of the 
Homan stations ; and from its name being partly 
<?omposedof the word vicus^ which may possiUy 
be construed as having a reference to the Roman 
vicinary or occasional roads; but these not 
being raised with such isare and pains as their 
^rand military ways, they cannot be expected 
td be met with at this day. Should these 
considerations be deemed insufficient to sup- 
port its claim to a Roman origin, it may at 
least be granted that it derives its name from 
the Saxon wic or tt?icAr, as previously noticed. 

t 

^ Though few df the British names of (/laces have descended to 
xis, the appellations of our rivers have been generally preserved. 
The little names of places are confined to a small extent of region, 
and are known only to a few; but rivers flow through a length 
of country, and communicate their names and their waters to 
different districts, and to various associations of men. While 
those 'therefore ^are easily lost, these are pretty faithfully retained. 
Hence ^nost of our nvem in the kingdom retain to the present 
lioitf the Barnes which ^were imposed upon them two thottsand 
years ago, and still as they flow point out that remarkable tera in 
our hastxiry, when the large stag of the British forests took shelter 
in their cooling streams from the chase, or when the bold bandq 
of the British warriors were mustered upon their banks fi)r the 
combat. 

CWhUaker'f Hist. Manchester, vol. i. j> 218. ito. 
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Others are of opinion that the name of Aln- 
wick is wholly of Saxon original, and comes 
fipom the word Ealn-pic, implying a toxvn of 
trvo fathoms length. ^ There is no room to doubt 
of its having been possessed by the Saxons. 
From the appearance of antiquity which the 
town's seal bears, there is good reason to believe 
that Alnwick was incorporated into a borough 
ev^i so early as. the time of the Saxons ; and 
the inscription round the rim of the seal, being 
in Saxon characters, is a presumptive proof of 
this supposition. The Saxons were extremely 
partial to the Roman foundations in Britain, to 
which, when they occupied them, they gave 
the appellation of biirgh or borough^ signify- 
ing, in the primitive and most limited sense, a 
ty thing, or a company ^ ten families of free- 
men, combined together as each other's pledges 
or security. The Saxons also gave the name of 
burgh to fortified towns or to places of more 
than ordinary note. These burghs were of royal 
'Creation, defended with walls or castles, inhabited 
by mechanics, tradesmen, and merchants, and 
enjoyed many privileges. Hence it may with 
:some confidence be presumed that Alnwick has 
been a Saxon town on a Roman foundation. 

The immediate vicinity of Alnwick retains 
no very distinguishing marks of antiquity. 
JFrom the few vestiges of military encampments 

^ See Randal's Manuscripts. 
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now remaining, it would appear that invading 
armies have never fixed their station here dur- 
ing any considerable length of time, otherwise 
all traces of their stay have been obliterated. 

On the ascent of a hill, near the slieep layers, 
on Alnwick Moor, about three miles from the 
town, are the remains of a Danish camp of 
an irregular form, with a double ditch on the 
south side, and in a high jstate of preservation. 

On Rugley Moorhouse Farm, there is ano- 
ther Danish camp bearing some similitude to 
the preceding, but more inclining to a square 
figure. 

> . A few other remains of antiquity have been 
found in this parish. 

About the year 1726, while a mason was 
engaged in clearing the earth from a rock in 
Hulne Park, about a mile to the north-west of 
Alnwick, in order to win stones, he discovered 

twenty brass sword blades and 
sixteen spear heads lying close 
to the top of the rock, about 
half a yard from the surface, and 
without any case or cover but 
the soil. Digging, about a foot 
lower on the hiU side, he found 
forty-two brass wedges or chisels, 
with a ring near the thicker end. ^ 

^ Mr. Gale, in his letter to Sir John Clerk, dated June 24th, 
1 7^6, says he had the good fortune to get a sword, and spear. 
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From Uieir edges being much battered and 
broken, Mr. Gale supposed that they had been 
employed by the ancient Sritons as chisels for 
catting stone ; ^ and that they put a; wooden 

and three chisels, for a crown piece ; the swoid, spear head; and 
two of the chifels he presented to Lord Hertford. The rest were 
seized by the Duke of Somerset's steward, upon pretence of 
securinip'tbem fbr his grace, but were never sent to hijn. 

< TiiM our ancestors used such chisels for this pUrpose h rety 
probable* Sir Laurence, in his system of Agriculture and Gar-* 
dening, mentions some of those found about a century ago in the 
small joints and crevices of the stone in a quarry near Bishop** 
wearmouth, which is no weak confirmation of this conjecture.- 
Should the softness of the metal, and consequently its unfitness 
for such a work be objected, it may be answered, that when they 
bad not a harder, necessity would compel them to use such a* 
they had. Besides, these brass chisels are of a much harder 
temper than we know how to give that metal, as are also their 
swords and other weapons which are made of it. The ancientr 
had the art of giving a remarkably hard temper to brass. The 
Egyptians, who, according to some writers, were the same race 
of men as the ancient Britons, possessed the art of hewing thi» 
hardest stones with facility^ of which we are at thia day wholly 
ignorant and incapable. ** We have no instrument that coidd da 
it, (observes Mr. Bruce, the celebrated traveller), no compositioa 
that could make tools of temper sufficient to cut bass-reliefs iir 
granite or porphyry so readily ; and our ignorance in this is more 
completely shewn, in that we have all the reasons to believe the 
cutting instruments with which they did these surprising feat» 
were composed of brass ; a metal of which, after a thousand expe- 
riments, no tool has ever been made that could serve the purpose 
of a common kniiV, though we are at the same time certain it 
was of brass the ancients made thehr razors." 

Uutchinion's Northum. toI. ii. p. Sli. Hist. Nottbuxn. 8vo. vol. i. p. 699, 700L 



I 



IS HISTORY OF 

• 

shaft in the hollow end of them, and so drore 
them with a mallet. The shaft, when notem-^^ 
ployed, he adds, might be drawn out of the 
diisel, and, by running a string through the 
ring on their sides, several of them might be 
tied together, and conveniently carried by the 
workman at his girdle, or otherwise, and one 
shaft serve them all, 

A little above the place where these instrn^ 
ments were buried, 1115 was deeply and rudely 
cut in the rock; but these figures cannot be 
supposed to have any relation to what was 
found below. So many of these brass chisels 
have been found in this island, ^ and so few any 
where else, and those only in France, that they 
seem to have been the peculiar tools of the 
ancient Britons. Their being sometimes dis- 
covered in the ancient seat of the Gauls may be 
• easily accounted for, by their near alliance and 
intercourse with the Britons. The swords a^d 
spear heads being found so near these chisels^ 
and of the same metal, is an argument that 
they belonged to the same people, which cannot 
have been the Romans; for they had left off 

'* About the year 17 IS, werenl of them were foundfat Corey 
upon the banks of the H»mber, in Yorkshire, under a Kttle tu« 
oitilus by the highway lide; and, what is very remarkable,^ 
erery one of them was enclosed in a matrix or case of the same 
metal> fitting it so exactly, that it seemed to be east in it, md 
the edgea of them all were fresh and whole, at if they had ncftr 
been used. 
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 * 

tile use of brai^ in i;heir weapons before their 
arrival in this island. That the Britons fornoed 
their weapons of brass is a fact evinced by the 
naost indubitable evidence, several of this kind 
having been found in the British barrows on 
Salisbury plain. ® 

If Alnwick bad so early an origin as has been 
ascribed to it, it may perhaps furnish matter of 
surprise, ^ that it has not at length . arrived at 
more distinguished eminence during the lapse 
erf so many ages. But it should be recollected 
that its situation on the northern frontier of 
England rendered it perpetually obnoxious to 
the Scots ; whereby it was frequently exposed 
to the desolating incursions and bitter contests 
of the two contending nation;, and experienced 
it9 share in the dreadful miseries attending the 
border wars. It was likewise occasiomaBy the 
scene of the . civil transactions that took place 
between the rival kingdomis. 

In the year 1135, JDavid king of Scotland, 
in order to revenge the usurpation of King 
Stephen, who had iseized On the crown of Eng*- 
land to the exclusion of Maud, the daughti^ of 
Henry 1. and niece of David, entered England, 
and took Alnwick and the other chief places of 
strength near the northern frontier 'y. but these 

• See the correspondence of Roger Gale, Esq. and Sir Johrt 
CImA, a copy of which is published in Hutchhison's History of 
N«ftiiui0berIand, toI. ii. p« 244> 24r5, 

C 
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were restored by tnatual agreement in the foE- 
lowing year. 

In the year 121 ff, Alexander, the son of 
William the Lion, king of Scotland, rendered 
homage and fealty to King John at Alnwick. 
It was also here agreed, that in time coming, 
instead of the king of Scotland himself, the heir 
of that kingdom should render homage and 
fealty to the king> of England, for the lands 
and honour held by him. 

In the year 1215, the barons of Northumber- 
land had recourse* to Alexander II. of Scotland 
for protection against King John ; and, in order 
to obtain it, they 'did- homage to Alexander at 
Felton. John was so greatly incensed at this 
proceeding, that he pursued his march north- 
ward in the depth of winter, and caused 
Alnwick and several other towns in the north 
to b^ laid waste. 

In the year 1255, Henry III. after settling the 
affairs of Scotland, with the view of support- 
ing and increasing his party in that kingdom^ 
stopped at Alnwick, in his way southward, and 
there left full powers to the Earl of Gloucester 
and John Maunsel, to treat and conclude in hi& 
name with all manner of Scottish persons. 

In the year 1297, the Scots> under Sir William 
Wallace, entered Northumberland, and burned 
and plundered at their pleasure, meeting, with 
no opposition, except when in the neighbour* 
hood of Alnwick Castle and other fortresses^ 
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'^e garrisons of which sent f6rth parties tqi 
attack the marauders. Being about to enter 
the county of Durham, they were driven back 
by a terrible *storm of frost, snow, and hail, 
when many of ^ them .perished by cold and 
hunger ; which was ascribed to the seasonable 
protection gimen by St. Cuthbert to his>own 
people. After having spread a , great panic to 
the aouth of the Tyne, and burning the village 
vof Ryton, the marauders made a division of 
their spoils, and returned to their own country. ' 

In the reign of Edward III. 1327, the Scots 
Md siege to the castles of Norham and Aln- 
wick, the former whereof they took ; but they 
haid not the same success at Alnwick ; and in 
the siege (^ that place several i Scottish knights 
were slain. 

;In the month of November, 138^5, a truce was 
agreed to at Alnwick between Edward III. and 
Sir Andrew Murray the guardian of Scotland. 

In the year 1448, Alnwick was reduced to 
ashes by the Scots, under the command of James 
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The alarm occasioned by £he' insurrection of Wallace, and 
the threatened invasion of England, brought forth excelleitt fruits, 
which still bless this kingdom^ and are the felicity of the present 
age,-— Mtf raU/icatiom of iMe great charier and the charterr^^^he 
forettt, with a most inestimable addition, a grant and concession 
that no tallage or aid should thenceforth be imposed on the 
people, without the assent of the prelates^ nobles, knights, bur- 
gesses, and other freemen. 

iiutghKtOn** ynrttmrn. vol. if* p* A8t 
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Douglas, JLiOrd of Balveny, a brother of the Earl 
of Douj^las, in retaliation of the incurBions of 
the Earls of Northumberland and SaUsbury^ 
who, in violation of the truce whidi subsisted 
between the two kingdoms, had entered Scot- 
land at the head of two different armies, and 
destroyed the towns of Dunbar airf. Dumfiries. 

In the reign of Edward IV. after, the civil 
wars in England were concluded, and Edward 
again firmly seated on his throne, a friendly 
correspondence was renewed with the court of 
Scotland. In the month of September, 1471, a 
meeting of commissioners from both nati<»is 
was held at Alnwick, for mutual redress of 
wrongs committed on the borders, and also 
for treating of truce, peace, and confederacy 
between the kingdoms. 

On the 2dth of September, 147S, a meeting 
of commissioners was appointed at Alnwick for 
the same purpose; and on the 28tla of that 
month they put their seals to an indenture 
which settled several points of importance to 
the peace of the borders. 

In the reign of Edward IV. the English 
army, under the Duke of Gloucester, the Earl 
4>f Northumberland^ and the Duke of Albany, 
were marshaled at Alnwick, previous to an in- 
tended invasion of Scotland. 

In the reign of Henry VIII. 1513, a few 
days previous to the memorable battle of Flod- 
den, wherein James IV. lost his life, the Earl 
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ef Surrey with aa anny of twenty-six thousand 
men was detained at Alnwick in consequence 
of the heavy rains which fell at this time, and 
marred the roads so as to retard l^is progress. 
Here the earl was joined by his son Thomas, 
Lord Admiral^ with a considerable body of good 
forces which he had brought by sea from New- 
castle. Immediately after this junction, the 
' disposition of the whol« army was settled, and 
Surrey thinking his forces sufficient to encounter 
the Scots, and being desirous to bring matters 
to the decision of a battle, on account of the 
difficulty of subsisting in a barren, desolated 
country, and during a severe season, despatched 
a herald (Rouge Croix) from Alnwick, on Sun- 
day the 4th of September, offering the king 
battle on the Friday following. The king 
thought it would wound his honour to refuse 
tins challenge, and therefore immediately de- 
puted one of his own heralds (Hay) to inform 
Surrey, that to meet him in the field of battle 
was so much bis wish, that although he had 
been then at Edinburgh, he would, in order to 
meet kim there, have left all other business. 
On this succeeded the battle of Flodd^« 

These form a small portion of the transactions 
that took place at Alnwick ; but a more general 
account of them will be comprehended iii the 
history of the castle* 
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DESCEIPTION OF 

ALNWICK CASTLE. 

SITUATION— OEIGIN — DESCRIPTION OF ITS AN- 
CIENT STATE, FEOM CLARKSON'S SURVEY — 
REPARATION — ARMORIAL BEARINGS — TOW- 
ERS OR TURRETS- — COURTS OR DIVISIONS — 
VIEW OF ITS INTERIOR DECORATIONS, &c. 

Alnwick Castle, the principal seat of the 
great family of Percy, Dukes and Earls of 
Northumberland, and one of the grandest ba^- 
ronial residences in the kingdom, with its exten- 
sive and beautiful pleasure grounds, forms the 
most distinguishing ornament to the vicinity 
of Alnwick, It is situated on the south side 
of the river Aln, on an elevation that gives 
great dignity to its appearance, and in ancient 
times rendered it a most impregnable {oitress. 

iThis edifice stands in a spacious area, which 
at the time of its greatest strength totally sur- 
rounded it, defended by a complete circumval- 
lation and a moat; otherwise the principal part 
of the fortress would have lain unguarded by 
any outwork, except a moat. At present the 
front is opened to the north-east, and the wall 
having towers ait proper intervals, shuts it in 
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on the other quarters ; while the walls and 
towers form a noble flanking to the principal 
structure. To the south-east the garden ground 
appears prettily disposed ; and to the south and 
west the town of Alnwick is seen spreading on 
the back ground. But some of those fine 
woodlands and lofty grey rocks, which impend 
over the Aln above Alnwick, are much wanted 
to give rural and romantic graces to objects so 
imperial, if it may be permitted to use the 
expression in distinguishing this noble edifice. 

From the observations of Mr. Grose, it seems 
pretty evident that Alnwick Castle owes its 
origin to the Romans4 It is believed to have 
been founded in the time of the Romans^ 
although no part of the original structure is 
now remaining. But, some years ago, when 
part of the dungeon or castle-keep was taken 
down to be repaired under the present walls 
were discovered the foundations of other build- 
ings, which lay in a different direction from the 
present, and some of the stones appeared to 
have Boman mouldings. 

The dungeon or keep of the present castle is 
believed to have been founded in the Saxon 
times. The zigzag fretwork round the arch 
that leads into the inner court is evidently of 
Saxon architecture ; and yet this was probably 
not the most ancient entrance ; for under the 
flag-tower, before that part was taken down 
and rebuilt by the first Duke of Northumber- 
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land, waff the appearance of a gateway tbat ha^ 
been walled up, directly fronting the present 
outward gateway into the town. 

The succeeding account of Alnwi^ Castle 
contains an exact and corious desmption of the 
different buildings in their fcirmer state. It is 
extracted from an ancient survey of several of 
the possessions of the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Northumberland, made abou4r the yeav 
15679 by George Clarkson, surveyor of his lord^ 
ship's lands, and others of the earl's officers. ^ 

•* The castell of Alnewike ys a verye ancyent 
large beutifuU and portlie castle^ scytewate 
on ye soutbe side of ye ryver of Alne upon a 
lytic mote. The drcuite therof by estimacon 
about the walles celxxvj y cards ; contey ninge 
in yt self v«.xiiij (6 score and 14) toodes* In 
ye w<* ys thre principall wards. And in the 
utter warde, where ys the entry from the towne, 
ys a faire gate house coverid w^ lead» wtl^ ij 
paire of wood gates, and on ether syde ys a 
porter's lodge wtb ijo house height aboute : wch 
ys now rewynoose and in decaye, by reasone 

^ The transcript of this very curious description of this castle 
in its ancient state^ by the permission of the Duke and Dudies* 
of Northumberiand, was pven to Mr. Grose Ij Thomas Butler* 
£aq. F. S« A. piinc^l agent to their Graees, and Clerk of the 
Peace for the county of Middlesex* It was remaining among 
the cTidences of the Duke and Duchess of Northumberland, at 
this castle in 1775, and marked in the catalogue of the said 
eYideoces (A« Divisiop I. No. 1.) 
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the fkHPCB of ih% upper house ys decayed, « 
well in donnounts and joasts as in hooi^es, and 
very necessarie to be repayred. Without wcli 
gaits ther ys a T«ry faire turnepike dooUe bat-- 
telted aboute, wtb a pare of wckide gats in thp, 
iitterin0s€e pto tl^rol .Betwehe wfh turaepikei 
and the gveate gata^ yt seamytbe theer hathe 
bme a drawe bridge, but yt y s nowe fiUe^ ttppd 
6c paved. Fr<mi ye said gathousGc towards yit 
northe y« a curtane wall of lebth vij roods diasLp 
(seven & a half) & betwene y t & a towr^ stend^ 
inge cm y« iiorthe west corner, ealliad tiiie Abbots 
Towre. And in the said courten wall on the 
inner parte ys a turret covered wth fr$^ sfeme^ 
w<A y« upon ye wall twoo housea bight. The 
said towrc, called ye Abbotts Towfe,^ ys of thte 
house bight: ye west house is. the: Asmorie.^ 
From the Aboots Towre towards tiie. east? ys 
an other curtaiAe wall joynige unto ithe: wall of 
ye dungeon, cmiteyinge in lenthe xxxij<^ isodai 
and in ye same as in ye middle, bettviisrt yfc.&r 
y« dungeon, ys twoo lytle garrets..* From'the 
easte moste garret! havinge a. ohamber^ to >the 
dungeone, ye said wall hathe no battelment to 
walke upon. On ye other parte of the gate* 
house towardp ye southis ys a curtaiqe wall of 
lengthe fortie twoo yeards to a towre called 
ye Comer Towre. In ye midle betwen ye gate^ 
house and the said corner towre ys one garret 

^ Guerite, Fr. a sentry-box. 
D 
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m the wall; in the upper parte ivb^of y« a 
lytle. chamber ; the neathier parte servinge for a 
buttresse to ye wall. 

^ Betwene the said corner towre & the midle 
gatehouse, tuminge easte, ys a curtaine wall of 
length hex yeardes,4n the which ys one towre 
raised of viijiii yeards square, of three houses 
beighl; called th' Auditors Towre. The tinder 
house ys a^ stable, &. th' other houses two &re 
chambers covered with leade & in good repa- 
racioRs. 

"Within the said utter curten ys one house, 
of two bouse height, standinge on the lefte 
hande at the partinge of ye gate, called ye 
decker House, the undbr houses servinge for 
lodgings, the upper' house for a courte house; 
covered w^ slate and in good reparacions. And 
in ytt same courte on th* other hande of the 
gate, standinge northe & southe, ys a noth» 
bouse for a stable of twoo house beighte ; th* 
under parte onelie servith for stables ; ye over 
parte therof ys to be loftede and serve for keap- 
inge of graine nowe newlie builded. Anotih» 
like house, a stable, standeth on the right hande 
betwen ye gaits easte and weste, coverid af late 
wth slaits, and in good repamcionsv 
- *• The gate house towre for the my die gate, 
ys-a towre of thre house height & in some parte 
Sij house height, on the lefte hande one strong 
prisone & on the right a porter lodge. All the 
houses above are* knlgings ; wherin is cont^yned 



AX.NW1CK CA&TL£. VJ 

lialU ketcbinge, buttrie, .pantery and lodginge 
for a oonstoble or other gentlemen to keipe 
liouse in. From the same towre est goithe a 
oorteyne wall to tiie corner towre on the southe 
^ast parte, of leinght v»;xvij (five score and se- 
venteen) yeardes: in the which ys raysed one 
towre at th' ende of ye gardnors of tbre house 

heigh t» and of lenght yeardes square. 

Wherdn yu on the grounde a stable, the mydle 
hfioise for haye, the overmoste, a chamber ; & 
betwixt ye same, wch ys covered wtb leade, and 
the said comer towre ys raysed twoo lyde gar* 
retts in ye wall ; the nether parts servetiie for 
butteryss to the waUe, th'other parts servithe 
i>neiie for privies, and are coveryd with stone. 
The said corner towre ys on thre parts rounde^ 
thinner parte square without wall, conteyninge 
in the rounde therof xvijtb (17) yeardes. The 
same towjre ys raysed no heigher then the bat* 
dement of the wall, and ys of twoo house height 
^1 to gyther in haine, and servithe for a parte 
of ye curtinge wall. 

** Betwene the same rounde towre, turning 
towards ye northe west to a towre called the 
Ravine Towre, ys a curtinge wall of xiiijth ( 1 4) 
yeardes of lengthe : ye same towre ys coviryd 
wtii leade, in good reparadons: the towre yt 
^Belfe ys so rente yt y t ys mooche like to fall : 
y t ys also of thre house height ; the tiether ser- 
vith for a stable, the midle for a chamber, and 
\- in decay wtbout lofte, j^e jov^rmoste a chamber 
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W€il i^epa3rred. This towre ys in thre pt« rounded 
the iiijth parte square, conteyninge, in the holle 
xxi?jtli (26) yeardes. 

. !*' Betwene the said towre and a towre called 
the Counstables Towre, ys a cdrtinge wall of 
xxxth (80) yerdts of lenght The said counsta- 
Ides towre, ys thre partes rounde, the fourtih 
square^ containinge xxxvith .( J6) yeardes ; 6c ys 
of thre house heighte ; the nether parte servithe 
for a buttrie ; the other ijo parts servithe for 
two faire lod^ngs; and yt ys covwed with 
lead, w«ii wold partly be helped; in all other 
things yt ys in good reparaeions. 

*^ Betwene the said towre and the postr^ie 
towre, ys ^ a eurteine waU contg* xxiii^ (28) 
yeards dii lenght ; and the same postrene towre 
ys raysed, of xxxyjtb (36) yeardes square, and ys 
of thre house height ; the nether parte Bervethe 
for a tfaroughe passinge of ye posteme ; th* 
other for twoo fare chambers. The same yt 
nowe coverid wA leade sence my L. entred, and 
ys in good reparacions. And in ye northe 
weste coamer of the said towre ys raysed a 
garrett above ye battellment theroC and right 
over the gate of the said posterne. And from 
the said towre to the dungeon ther is a single 
curtinge wall without battellment of l^nghte... 

« Within the said inner courtine, betwixt 
the «aid toWre of the mydle gate and said lytle 
four squared towxe towards th' easte, ys raised 
cme house upon the eoarteine wall, of tiiire house 
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Ibc^litfiv^ftlcoverydivtiileBde; and ys of lenght 
xxTth (35) yeardes; parte therof now servethe 
£[»r ijo (two) stables for my Lords horses : th' 
OY^ parte fen: ijo gai:dners^ The same house in 
4dl things ys in good reparacions. 

** At th' easte ende of the said gardner ys 
buiided one lytle house of thre cooples and one 
gaTill of stone^ and, joy ned upon the said lytle 
4siqaa?e towre & ys covared with slate, which 
Blithe nothinge but pointinge, wth in ye wch 
is one horse^milne nowe in decaye> and servit^ 
for nothinge. 

** And a lyteU from the said house ys ther a 
nother house of twoo :lK>use height, and ys of 
iiijth (four) eoople of timber, wth twoo stone ga- 
iriils, covered wtb slate, and newly pointed ; wch 
<ervithe oneHe for keapinge of haye. Towards 
th'^aste, joyninge to the said house ys ther a 
lytle gardirie, on th' one syde ys inclosed wth the 
sud cortinge wall ; and th' others of a wall made 
of stone ; containing in lenght xijth (}2) yeardes. 
And this gardinga ys kept by Raphe Graye, 
who hathe ye fee of xxs by yeare for the same, 
beddes ye profett therof. So that the Lorde ys 
here charged wth more then neadethe ; for the 
profett therof wolde basufficyent for his paynes. 
And from the northe easte comer of the said 
gardinge, right oyer to ye said ruinous towre, 
in auneyent time hath ben faire & tryme lodg* 
ings, where nowe be nothinge; the stones 
therof taken away, and put to other uses in 
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the castell ; the place now voide wolde be a 
try me gardinge: yt joyneUi upon the said 
rovinte towre. In the southe easte pte of the 
said cortinge wall, wth small chjarges^ wolde be 
made a faire bankettinge house wth a faire gal- 
lorie, going from the same towards the northe 
to the :said rovine towre. 

** Ther ys neighe y« wid curtinge wall, wet 
ys betwixt ye said counatables towre and rovine 
towre, ys builded cme faire chapell of vijth 
(seven) yeardes height of the wall, in leinght 
xixth (19) yeardes, and vijth (seven) yeardes c£ 
bredthe, covered w^h slate; the windooes well 
glazed, in all things well repaired, (the sylong 
therebf only excepted). Betwixt y« said chap- 
pell and the said corteyne^wall, ys builded one 
lytle house of twoo house height, of lengbk 
viijth (eight) yeards; the neather parte therof 
called the revestry ; th' over parte ther^rf a 
chamber w^^ a stone chimley, wherein yt lorde 
and ladie, w th ther children, commonly used to 
heare the service : the same ys coverid wtb slate; 
y« lofte therof wolde be repayred. 

'* And before the said chappeU dore ys one 
conducte sett wth stone & a chiste of lead : w«fe 
chiste ys three yeards of length, and xviiith (ig) 
inches brod: ye cesteme therof covered wth 
leade : wherunto comethe a goodlye course of 
trime and swite water from one well called 
Howlinge Well in pipes of leade. The same 
well covered wth a house made of stone. And 
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the water of the said conducte rynnetbe in pipes 
of leade to the brewe house onely, and cannot 
be brought to have course to any other bouses 
of office, but such as are builded, and to be 
builded wtfaotit the dungeon. 

** And betwixt the said constables towre and 
postern towre, standith one fcdre brewbouse 
well covered w^ slate, and ys in l^ght xxtie. 
(SO) yeardes, in bredthe ixen. (nine) yrardes: 
wherin ther ys a copper sett in a fomace ekid 
wth a crybe of . dapbord wcii will boMe lyckcwr 
iar the brewinge of ixivth (24) holies of ipalte ; 
Mid in the same brewhouse ther ys all planner 
of vessdils to serve for brewinge of the said 
quantyte of malte newly made and repayred. 
Ther wolde be one appointed to keape ye said 
crybe copper in tbe fornace. All the sd vessells 
fiu* Inrewinge, with pippes and hodgesheads per- 
teyninge to the same, sweite ; and the theight. . . 

*' And joyninge upon the said posterne towre 
standethe the heke house southe and nortbe ; 
being of laight xvt^ (15) yeardes; in breadthe 
viiith (8) yeardes; well covered with sclate. In 
the northe ende therof ther be twoo ovens ; and 
$n the southe ende one boxdtinge house well 
eplleryd w^h wainscote, the wyndowe therof 
glaysined, and wolde be repaired^ And joyn- 
inge to ye southe ende of the said bake house ya 
builded twoo houses covered wth slate, and ef , 
twpo house height; ye neather parte servethe 
for a slaughter tiouse, and a store house; th' 
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over parte of th*. one for hajrehouse, th' otber 
for chambers f<Kr the launderors; and are in 
lenght foote. 

*^ And joyninge upon the west side of the 
said twoo houses y s the scyte of ye chaunterie^ 
house; and the said store-hou^e and chambers 
above yt did serve y* prests for [their] cellers 
and chambers i and now nothinge lefte but one 
[single] wall goinge from the said store-house 

to th'entrie of the side of the dungeon gate^ 

wch ys in lenght xxxiiih (sH) yeardes. And the 
grounde betwene ye. wall, houses and dongeone 
ys used for a woode garthe. And from the 
weste side of the said entrie to the towre called 
y« midle warde, ys another small parcel of 
grounde inclosed for a wode garthe wth a lytle 
stone wall of xvj (16) yerds of lenght. And 
from the said towre, called ye midle warde, ya 
a single curteyne wall joyned to the said dun- 
geon of xxitie (21) yeardes in lenght. 

" The dungeon ys sett of a lytle moate made 
wth men's handes, and for the moste parte, as y t 
were square. The circuite thereof, measured 
by the brattishing, containeth ecxxvth (295) 
yeardes. It ys of a fitre and pathe ' buildinge 
wth vijen (seven) rounde towres, liijth (four) 
garretts. Betwixt the same garretts and 
towres, lodgings : besides the gate house, wch 
ys two towres of four house height, ys of statc^ 

^ Perhaps> •* prattie hvMingeJ" 
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1^ l^diiige^; and th'other tawrc^s Im^ all of ^re 
^puse b^^t and i^dl cpvere^ yf^ l^de> aff i^ 
lykewise tl^ie sai^d gatdiipuf^ and othef loigifigf^ 
^ouf^dje abpu^ thp same jdipngeon lipoA the ^^d 
lead^, ys a tfyme w^I^ aqd a faire prp&pect;^^ 
4»4 19 si^e p^rt^ therof ys pasti^ges a^d entf\ff 
tp ye s^m|S }^adi5. In jf |Kch dw^^^i) y^ hall» 
c^9fQ]i>ers ^4 fU qtl^f r qia^er Qf bou6e;5 of 
pfl^^ ^T y<^ t-wde fa }iif| ifi|9|i^. T^e sp»*t|» 
»ydp ji^efiof «e]FYef;{)e fw the i<<^r4e? ^ LaiSiW 
l4?^ng9; .,pd w^^rneighe then* tM pri^on^ 
pc)rter4<^^g^ & wy^p q^U^, ;iy«^ y^ sJcpllp^r^i?. 
Ou tJie Tf^ffl^e ^de % c]bf^jpbf]B|? ai»d ^yardi^pp. 
The nortbe sadfs cfeafRhei?* an?l iQ^gW- ?h' 
east side the halle, ketchinge, chambers^, pja|1$ry^•' 
Ufldgi^^fiiAhe y? sacne }i*5 a j«wveylfl«§p fare 
v^lte, ipfh y^ th? jbij^tery?, |» l»ngbt K^ij {If) 
jffff^ i^ i^rf^dthe yjth (,^) y«?d«}./ ^nd UPr 
40fn«i^ tfee satire k^ejiingp 19 l^iriJwr, an^ a<> 
th'eo^e.iff i^e fai4^^lite^|e a draw-W^U of loj^g 

tfflfte nf?t oeei^p^4- WS^W^ th^ «|l»e dpBgeoiW 
y* a pi^pey lytjp coortingfl ft^ lie if^flfite ; |>^rte 

8tmf?> ftnd well paM#4 with s^ne- All tbfi 
chw^rs fnil bou^^§ of p^eg wthin tfce ^i44 
dupgeone ip*gppd ^p^racion?, ayid^^the i^i ^e 
sf^i^e tV ii^pleynifpiit*, bQrfl§, ap4 l^edste^es 
p6i;te;)5ni9ge therunto, 9^ appearetbe by ind^- 
tfiria. T)|er y$ raysjed lOfP the ^es|e si^f^ of t^p 
^ddpAge^ o«e Jytle sqo§rp ^oijrre, called t))p 
Watcbe Towre, above y« leades gi^j* ^14) 

£ 
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yeardesr wherin is placed for a watcliefflaTre to 
ley; and a beaken to be sett or hinge. For 
tbat tbe northe parte of th*» dungeon ys- the 
owtemoste piarte of the castell on that -side, yt 
wolde be 'good the single coiirteyne wall, wch y» 
buiHed' firom the dungeone westieward to the 
eastemoste garrett of the dobble cortinge wall; 
were taken downe ; and a double courtingie wall 
made by the grouhde of the moate.oF thfe said 
dungeone from thie said' garrett right t!)ver to 
the corner' 'of the said poste^rhe towre. ' The 
same shoulde then'bea strenght'fdr that parte 
of !the said dastell; artd sierve for divers dthfer 
good purposes : the tetigth wherof ys l^xitth {tiy) 
yeardes.. '"*' ''•''* ','..:..>•: .. -^''^'•^'^ ^ 

** And'beekusfe'tlirowe^ extremfe^ Winds- th^ 
gTasse^ of Hie'^Wihdowes of this ^ othei^-iHy 
Lot-d's casteH*-ah"d^ houses here in this' etirfCrie 
dootbe • deeS^ye «nd waste, yt were ^^6bd^' 'the 
whole leigHts of evrie- t^nfdttwe ^f the dipkt^ 
ture of liis L^;' froin lyin^e at anye of his siQtf 
ciasti6lls^ attd fitAises' and'ldowring.the tym^ 6f 
hi^ Lp«. ^sehce^ of btherfe lying in »'thi^ttf, 
were taken ' douhe ahd ' lade lipe'^ki'^SAfetfe; 
and At Sbbche tyme,'a6 dthte^' his* Lp^'ot* dttie 
other shdldfe' lye a!t aniecif the said places, tfhe 
same might' then bfe sett iippe '6f ttSw^, ^^ 
smale charged* to his ^Ll>. wher now the deciaye 
thferof sliall ' he ierle eostlie and * chargefeilile io 
betfepayi^ea."^'''^'' "•' '■"' '> /'"•■" •''I'^^'''' 
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In the third year of the reign of Edward II. 
1310, the castle and barony of Alnwick came 
into the possession of the Percies, a family of 
great distinction in the southern parts, of Eng- 
land from the time of the conquest. Immedi- 
ately on this acquisition, the Lord Henry de 
Percy began to repair this castle ; and he and 
his successors, afterwards Earls of Northumber- 
land, perfected a^nd completed both this citadel 
and its outworks. 

The two great octagon towers which were 
superadded to the old Saxon gateway afore- 
mentioned, and constitute the entrance into the 
inner ward, were erected about the year 1350^ 
by the second Lord Percy of Alnwick;' who, 
in 1327, had been appointed one of the twelve 
barons to whom the government of England was 
assigned during the minority of Edward III. 

The date of the erection of these two towers 
is ascertained very exactly by a series of escut- 
cheons sculptured upon .them, which sufficiently 
supply the place of an inscription. It is very 
remarkable, that although these towers have 
Jiow stood since the middle of the fourteenth 
century, they have neither received nor wanted 
the least repair. 

The escutcheons are arranged in the following 
>order : — 

I. A plain shield with a bend : supposed to 
he the original arms of Tyson, the proprietor 
of this castle in the time of the Saxons. 
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II. Thfe shield of Vesey, Lord of Alnwick 
after the conquest, whose arms were, Orn cross 
sable. 

III. Of Cliffouh. Idotiea, daughter of 
llobeit Lord Clifford, was wife of Henry, the 
second Lord Percy of Alnwick, who built these 
towers. In colours the arms would be Che^ 
g[ueredf or and azure, afess gules. 

IV. Of Percy, the proprietor and builder 
of the towers, viz. Or a lion rampant azure. ^ 

V. Of BoLAM. William de Bokm, Eari of 
Northampton, was in 1850 made Lord Warden 
of the Marches, and so continued for two years 
after : Viz* Azure^ a bend argent charged with 
three mullets, sable between two cottices and siae 
Mens rampant, or. 

VI. Of Plantagenet- Mary, daughter of 
Henry Plantagenet, Eaii of Lancaster, stod 
grandson of Henry III. was wife of Henry, the 
ihird Lord Percy of Alnwick, and son to the 
founder of these towers : viz. Gules, three lions 
Tampant or, charged with a label office points. 

In the centre are the arms of the sovereign 
5Ctog Edward III. viz- France and England 
-quarterly ; France being Uien Semee de fleurs 
de lis. 

'SfVi. Of Wairren. Eleanor, daughter of 
John, Earl of Warren and Surrey, was 'wife of 

^ This was not the. original arms of Percy, but the iihlopCed 
Arms of Ihe Earl oiT Brtibant. 

Jiutchimon's Ndcttiuoi. vol. il> p. 217* 
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Iftehiy lidi-a P&tcy, tbfe fottttder's giranclfatbei- : 
mi. Vkeq^tied or, an iazUf*e. 

VIII. Of Aeundel. Eleahor, daughter of 
:Jbhn, Earl ^f Arundel, Wafe thfe founder's dqo- 
tfcer, titid tfee wife of Ha^irjr P^rdy, the ftn* 
iiord of Alnwick : viz. Gules, ati&n^a)fr$pM/t, efr. 

IX. Of UMCFREiiviLL*. M»giai^ tercy, 
one of the fbunder^s daiightet^, Was thai BMt- 
Wfed to Robert^ soh ^d h&it of Gilbert de 
Utofrenvflle, Earl of Angu^ : tfe. A$iure, n 
;iiihque ftAl, or, teitt^een sice trosk^ arg€ttt. 

^. Of PfikiiY ^aSh, Isabel Pei^cy, aindther 
M>f thte daughters, %as then unmarried. She 
'Wife tifterwards Wife bt William de Ate*. 

XI. Of Nfi viLLte. Maud Percy, thfe found- 
^*8 eMest ^ataghtel", was wife of John lio^ 
]Kr6tiHe of Raby : viz. *GtUes, a sdltiYe ctrgent. 

XII. Of FiT:Sf.WALTER. Eleanor Pelf^y^ 
Ills second datr^h'ter, was married to John Lord 
$*itz- Walter : viz* Or, a fess between two cheo- 
rons gules. 

It deserves remaA, that tlie first Duke cf 
Northumberland was by his grandmother, the 
^ughter of Marmaduke Lord Langdale, line- 
ally descended from the two ladies last men- 
tioned, and through them from the andeiit 
Lords de Percy. 

From the lapse of time, and the ishottks it 
iiad sustained in ancient wars, Alnwick Castle 
was beCome^uife a tuin, when, by the deiSth of 
AJgettilbii, Dtifke df Sdme!^;et,it dteYol*^, toge- 
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ther.with all, the estates of this barony, &c. to 
the first Duke and Duchess of Northumberland^ 
He immediately began to repair the castle, and 
.with the most consummate taste and judgment 
restored and embellished it as much as possible 
m the true Gothic style ; so that it may deserv- 
edly be considered one of the noblest and most 
jn^gnjficent models of a great baronial castle. 

This castle is > noble structure, rebuilt on 
the old foundation^ and in the Saxon style. 
The . architect has strictly preserved the whole 
modes and ornaments of the original. The 
battlements are crowded with effigies ^ cut in 
stone, according to the taste of the Normans, 
in whose time it underwent a principal repara- 
tion. These effigies represent men in the. act 
of defence, wielding such arms as were then 
ui^d. Some of them are disposed with great 
propriety. The guards of two of the gateways 
are in the attitude of casting down a mighty 
stone on the heads of assailants. The building 
is of beautiful free-stone in chiseled work. Its 
form is singular, being composed of a cluster of 
semicircular and angular bastions. 

Alnwick Castle contains about five acres of 
ground within its outer walls, which are flanked 
with sixteen towers and turrets. These now 
afibrd a complete set of offices to the castle, and 

* r 

^ These were executed by the late Mr. James Johnson .of 
^tamfordhanij and engaged him upwardis of'twenty-ye^u'^. 
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many of tbemretiiin theit original names, as 
well as their ancient use and destination. 
• I; Thie Great or O^iitwarfl Gate entrance^ an- 
ciently called the Utter Wkrd. .:* 

It- 'Jhe Garner or Avener's Tow^ ; behind 
Whi(^h" are . stables,' <coaich-houses, &e. in all 
respects suitable to the magnitude and dignity 
of *th4s gr^at cdstle^ i • '/ 

liJ. Tiie Water Tdwer; containing the cisj 
tern or reservoir that supplies the castie and 
offices witH water. > > Adjoining to tlm is-' the 
Lraundry, &c.i ' 

IV. The Caterer's Tower; adjoining to wfaicb 
are the kitcSens, and all other conveniences of 
that sort. - • . 

Behind the adjacent wall are concealed a 
6on>plete set of offices and apartments for .most 
of the principal officers and attendants ia the 
castle ; together with a large hall, or diningu 
room, with an office for the auditors, house** 
keeper's room, and, underneath these, a ser-» 
vants* hall' and all other suitable conveniencBS. 

V. The Middle Ward. 

VI. The Auditor's Tower. 

VII. The Guard House. 

VIII. The East Garret - 'i 

IX. The Record's Tower; oif which the Tower 
story contains the Evidence Rooms, or great* 
Reposito^ of the Archives of the . Banmy ^ 
Over it is a circular apartment designed for ^ 
banqueting room, and executed with great taste 
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and boiwty- It k tweHty^ine f^et m 4»i»€>teiv 

and twenty-four feet «dx webe* Wgh- 

X. The Ra:vme Tower, or Hot^pu^'ii Chair. 
Between this and l^e Rpuiid ToMi^er ibere w^ 
formerly t Urge breA^h in the wftlls, w%ic^ for 
time immampri^ b^ h^m called by tb? l»w«'» 

^ people, th« Bho^ G<q)^ 

XI. The Constable's Tower ; ¥^hicb repaftii^^ 
chiefly in iU mmnt »tote, as a ^ipeeiiQen bpw 
the castle itddf was opee fitted yp. 

In the tipper aparttnept of tbi* tower tb^re 
are arms for iifteen hundred mei), Tbey are 
uranged in beautiful order, and were forfu^ly 
used by the Perey Tenaotry. In the saq»e 
apartment there is a canoe, with the dress, darts, 
harpoon, &c. formerly belonging to ai) JSi^qni- 
maux prineesa. This cano^ w»s bfOHg^t to 
* England by the late Duke ^hm b(? i??t^ne4 
from idle American war, a$ a prfi9^ frqiik }t^ 
owner, to his mother. It is iieyenjl;€^]) ff fc^t eigbt 
inehes in length, and its girt at il^ c^^ti^p i^ 
four feet four iii4}hes. Tb^ p(^d}# }P ^\^ &§t 
eight inches in length. 

In the under apartment the janciei^t arrnour 
is deposited, and pres^r^ed io as g09d f^f^r as 
circumstances will admits 

XII. The Postern Tosver, or S#Uy Fort. 
The upper apartment now contain;^ old aimoi/w?* 
aroas, Ace. The lower stOFj has a am^U fujriiftW 
and ^U^MHraliiny for chymioai or iotber experi-- 
mmts. 
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XIIL The Armourer's Tower; in which i^ 
deposited a great quantity of different kinds of 
ancient armour. 

XIV. The Falconer's Tower. 

XV. The Abbot's Tower; so called either from 
its situation nearest to Alnwick Abbey, or from 
its containing an apartment for th^ abboTt of that 
monastery, whenever he retired to the castle. 

XVI. The West Garret. 

The castle properly consists of three courts e* 
divisions, the entrance into which was defended 
with three strong fnassy gates, called the Utter 
Ward, the Middle Ward, and the Inner Ward. 
£ach of these gates was in a high embattled 
tower, furnished with a portcuUis, and the out- 
ward gate with a drawbridge also. They had 
each of them a porter's lodge, and a strong pri- 
son, besides other necessary apartments for the 
donstable, bailiff, and subordinate ofBeers ;< and 
under each of the prisons was a deep and 
gloomy dungeon. 

The only remaining prison is situated on the 
Tight of the inner ward, and is entered by a 
narrow passage about sixteen feet in length. 
It is eleven feet four inches long and ten feet 
four inches wide. Beneath this prison, under 
ground, is the dungeon in aU its original hor- 
rors. It is nine feet long, eight feet wide, and 
eleven feet deep, and has no entrance but by 
a trap-door or iron grate, the Gothic emblem of 
lawless and arbitrary power. Into this subter-. 
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raneous and noisome abode the more refractory 
prisoners were let down with cords, and in their 
dreary confinement were excluded from every 
ray of light, except the faint glimmerings that 
were admitted through the small grated dpor 
by which they made their entrance. 

In this prison several ancient curiosities are 
deposited^ viz. 

I. A Roman urn entire, which wad found 
near Corbridge in Northumberland, about* the 
middle of the eighteenth century, and is sup- 
posed to have contained the ashes of some de- 
parted Roman hero. On its side is the follow* 
ing inscription in Roman capitals : — 

AVRELIAE 
ACHAICES 

II. An ancient stone with a sculpture of a 
Phoenix rising, from the flames in the centre, 
the royal arms on the right, the Percy arms on 
the left, and the following inscription over the 
top of the whole : — 

Esperance me Comforte. 

III. Another ancient stone, with the follow- 
mg inscription, encircled by a civic garland : — 

LEG 

II 
AVG 

F 
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mtie crest' of the imperial, eagle is represented at 
eacli eorner, and the whole is enclosed in an 
oblong square sculptured border. From the 
inscription, it is supposed to have been left by 
the secofid Rcyman legion of Augustus. 

IV. &nd V. Two oliier ancient stones of cu- 
rious workmanship, which are so much defaced 
by time, that the insmptions cannot be any 
wiqr sadsfactorily made out. 

VI. A Roman capital of excellent workman* 
ship, and of statuary marble. 

VII. A marble ball tw<>feet nine inches in cir- 
cumference, such as are used by the TurJcs to fire 
at enemi^' ships across the straits of Dardanelles. 

VIII. A cannon or pateraroe, thirteen inches 
long and seven inches in diameter. 

IX. ATwther cannon or pateraroej six inches 
and a half long and four and a half in diameter. 

X. A mortar nine inches long and fi^e inches 
in diameter at the mouth, and one Inch %ild 4 
half in diameter at the chamber e»d. - 

These two cannons and the «iortar are made 
0f malleable iron, and of rude workmanship. 
They are such as were used when gunpowder 
was first invented. 

XI. The old standard bushel of Northum- 
berland. It is made of bell-metal, and was pre- 
sented to the county by the magistrates, as 
^ippears from the following inscription : — 

, COMITAVS NORTHVMBRILL ALNEWICKE 
IX DONE IVSTITIARIORVM 1685. 
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This bushel has appar^tly been laid a»de 
when the Winchester measure was introducecL 

This castle, as has been previously notii^ 
like many others in the north, wlas andei^y 
ornamented with figures of warriors, distributed 
round the battlements, and therefore the late 
noble proprietor allowed them to he continued^ 
and supplied some that had been destroyed ; 
but, to shew what they once were, and that 
this was no innovation, he retained the ancient 
figures, though defaced, which were placed on 
the top of the octagon towers. 

The approach to the castle retains much oi 
the solemn grandeur of former times. The 
moat is drained^ and the ceremony pf letting 
down the drawbridge is forgot ; but the w^a 
which enclose the ^rea still wear the ancient 
countenance of strength and defiant. It is 
entered by a machicolated * gate, defended by 
W, upper tower, and, after passing a covered 
way, the interior gate opens to the area. Thia 
€[ntrance is defended b; all the devices used in 
ancient times,— iron studded gates, portcullis, 
€(pen galleries, and apertures in the arching for 
annoying assailants. 

^ Machicolations orer gates are iinall projectioM supported bj 
brackets, having open intervals at the bottoi9» -through which 
melted lead and stones were thrown on the heads of assaUants ; 
•and likewise large weights were fastened to ropes or chains, bj 
"Which, after the^ had taken effect, thej were retracted by the 
besieged. 



NoU^iog loan be mone striking than the cfffbct; 
^ first ^[itrance within the walls from the town^ 
when through a dark gloomy gateway ^ of con» 
siderabje length and depth, the eye suddenly 
emo'ges into one of the most splendid scenes 
that can be imagined, and is presented at once 
with the great body of the inner castle, sur-« 
fpounded with fair setnicircular towers, finely 
swelling to the eye, and gaily adojned with 
pinnacles, figures, battlements, &c. ' 

^ 0?er the entrance of this gateway there is placed the figure 
^a Ikm rampanty with the inscription abore the lion, *' Esperance 
me Comforte/' and below, '' Esperance h» p. en Dieii/' 

* Mr. Pennant, in describing this ancient and magnificent 
«sstle> sajs,— ^' You look in rain for any marks of the grandeur 
of the feodal age, for trophies won by a family eminent in our 
annals for military prowess and deeds of chivalry ; for halls hung 
with lielms and hauberks, <ir with the spoils of the chase ; for 
extenore forests and venerable oaks. You look in vain for the 
iielmet on the tower, the ancient signal of hospitality to th£ 
travellsar ; or for the gray-headed porter to conduct htm to the 
haU of entertainment. The numerous train whose countenancea 
^give welcome to him on his way are now no more; and, instead 
*of the disinterested usher of the old times, he is attended by a 
valet, eager to receive the fees of admittance." 

On this another traveller observes, ** that though the savage 
fierochy ^ tlie feodal ages is taken away, yet not the marks of 
grandeur. There are no miserable dungeoqs filled with captives, 
no places of execation groaning under their execrable burden \ 
the towers remain, but without the cry of captivity and torture. 
Hospitality clothed in princely array sits in the hall dispensing 
with a brow of benignity, mixed with features of the highest 
magnificence, gifts worthy her hand." 
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Tbe impression is still further, strengthened 
by: the successive entrance into the second ani 
third courts, through great massy towers, till 
the stranger is landed in the inner court, in the 
very centre of this great citadel. 

Here he enters to a most beautiful stair*ci^, 
of a very singular yet pleasing form, expanding 
like a fan. The cornice of the ceiling is iiiardied 
with a series of one hundred and twenty escut- 
cheons, displaying the principal quarterings and 
intermarriages of the Percy family. The space 
occupied by this stair-case is forty-six feet long, 
thirty-five feet four inches wide, and forty-three 
feet two inches high* 

The first room that presents to the left is the 
Saloon, which is a most beautiful apartment, 
designed in the gayest and most elegant style 
of Gothic architecture; being forty- two feet 
eight inches long,, thirty-seven feet two inches 
wide, and nineteen feet ten inches highi. 

Here is a painting of Henry, the ninth Earl 
of Northumberland, a copy from Vandyck by 
Philips. This painting is in a circular frame 
over the chimney-piec>e. On his right hand is 
a painting of his son Algernon, the tenth Earl 
of Northumberland, copied from Vandyck by 
the same hand. On Henry's left hand is a 
painting of Josceline, the eleventh Earl of North- 
umberland, a copy from St. Peter Lely, by the 
same hand. Here are also two other paintings, 
one of the Duke of Somerset, and one of the 
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ftebond Duchess of Northumberland, by Philips. 
The above paintings are all in full length, ex- 
cept that of the ninth Earl, which is in a sitting 
posture. In the remaining compartments it is 
intended to have other portraits of the family'. - 

. To this succeeds the Drawing Room, consists 
ing of one large oval, with a semicircular pro^ 
jection, or bow window. It is forty-six feet 
seven inches long, thirty-five feet four inches 
wide, and twenty-one feet high. 

Hence the transition is very properly to the 
great Dining Room ; which was one of the first 
executed^ and is of the purest Gothic, with niches 
and other ornaments, that render it a very noble 
model of a great baron's hall. In this room was 
an* irregularity in the form, which has been 
managed with great skill and judgment, and 
made productive of beauty and convenience. 
This was a large bow window^ not in the cen-. 
tre, but towards the upper end, which now 
affi>rds a very agreeable recess when the fitmily 
dine alone, or for a second table at the public 
dinners. This room is fifty-three feet nine 
inches in length, twenty feet ten inches wide, 
(exclusive of the circular recess, which is nine*, 
teen feet in diameter), and twenty-six feet nine 
inches high. In this room, over the chimney- 
piece, is a painting of Elizabeth, Duchess of 
Northumberland, by Lindot, from an original 
of Sfir Joshua Reynolds. 

From the Dining Room the stranger may 
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eithet descend info the cotirt^ by il drcuW 
8tair*cdse» or ha is ushered into a very beautifUl 
Gothic apartment over the gateway^ comtnonly 
used for a tnreakfast or supper room : this is fur^ 
nished with closets in the octagon towers* and 
is connected with other private apartmietits. It 
is thirty-eight feet four inches long, nihete^ 
feet ten inches wide, (exclusive of the recesses^ 
which are four feet seven inches), and sixteen 
feet one inch high. 

Hence the stranger is conducted . into the 
Library, which is a very fine room, in the form 
©f a parallelogram, properly fitted up fbr the 
books, and ornamented with stucco- work in a 
very rich Gothic style; being sixty-four feet 
long, twenty-three feet one inch wide, and six*- 
teen feet one inch high. This apartment leads to 

The Chapel, which fills all the upper space 
of the middle ward* Here the highest display 
of Gothic ornaments in the greatest beauty ha9 
been very properly exhibited ; and the seveial 
parts of the chapel have been designed after thfe 
most perfect models of Gothic excellence. The 
great east window is in the style of one of the 
finest in York Minster. The ceiling is borrow- 
ed frotn that of King's College, in Cambridge ; 
Mid the mouldings and stucco-work are gilt and 
painted after the great church in Milan ; but 
the windows of painted glass are for lightness 
and elegance superior to any thing that has yet 
been attempted, and worthy of the {uresent 



i 
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TOOre improved state of the arts. Exclusive of 
a beautiful circular recess for the family, the 
chapel is fifty feet long, twenty-one feet four 
inches wide, and twenty-two feet high. 

Under the great window is an elegant Sar- 
C(^hagus of statuary marble, erected to the 
memory of Elizabeth, the first Duchess of 
^prtbamberland. In the cerrtre of this is a 
bust of the Duchess in bass-relief, and on each 
side of the bust, also in bass-relief, a full-length 
jfigure. At one end of the Sarcophagus are 
the arms of the Duchess, and at the other i;he 
arms of the Duke her husband. On the top 
are a lion and unicorn couchant, and between 
them, on a small tablet^ is the following in- 
scription :— - 

Sacred to the memory of 

EHzabeth Percy, Duchess of Northumberland 

Daughter of J^lgemon, Duke of Somerset 

Heiress of the Ancient Earls 

o£ Northumberland 

wfaflnherited their great 

and good qualities / 

with every amiable 

and benevolent virtue* 

and died December 5th, 1776, aged ffO, 

universally beloved, revered, lamented. 



Conjuge Optimc H. Dux. Nor^ Moerens posuit^ 
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Returning from the Chapel through tfie 
Libraay, and passing by another-great stair-case* 
that fills an oval space twenty-two feet nine 
inches long, and fifteen feet three inches wide^ 
we enter a passage or gallery which leads to 
two great State Bed-chambers, each thirty feet 
long, most nobly furnished, with double dressk 
ing rooms, closets, and other conveniences, all 
in the highest elegance and magnificence, but 
as conformable as possible^ to the general style 
of the castle; From, these bed-chambers > the 
passage opens to the grand stair-case, and com^ 
pletes a tour not easily to be paralleled., 
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anSTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE CASTLE, IX- 
CLUOING THE LINEAGE, DESCENT, ACHIEVE- 
MENTS, &c. OF THE SUCCESSIVE POSSESSORS 
— THE TYSON FAMILY-^THE VESEY FAMILY 
—THE PERCY FAMILY. 

TThis castle appears to have been a place of 
^eat strength immediately after the Norman 
conquest; for in the year 1093 it underwent a 
remarkable siege from Malcolm III. king of 
Scotland. Malcolm, having espoused the cause 
of Edgar Atheling, heir of the Saxon race of 
kings, whose sister Margaret he had married, 
provoked a war with William the Conqueror, 
which was prolonged with various fortune, even 
after Edgar himself thought proper to acquiesce 
in the usurpation- of that prince. 

William Rufus, after establishing himself in 
the throne of his father, prepared to dispossess 
Malcolm of the places he had acquired in 
Northumberland. The two monarchs at length 
agreed to a peace which was but of short con^ 
tinuance. Malcolm, in order to prevent hostili- 
ties, to which his age and devotion disinclined 
him, paid a visit io the court of his opponent. 
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Rufus, agreeably to the wish of many of the 
English nobles, gave Malcolm hopes of obtain- 
ing satisfaction, on his repairing to his court, to 
which he ordered him to be honourably con- 
ducted. But, upon his arrival, Rufus behaved 
to him with great insolence and disdain ; refus- 
ing him access to his presence, and insisting 
that Malcolm should submit the matter in 
dispute between them to the judgment of the 
peers of England. Malcolm conceiving this 
to be inconsistent with his dignity, absolutely 
declined, affirming that such controversies were 
wont to be settled on the marches by the prin- 
cipal men of both kingdoms. But these preten- 
tions being rejected by Rufus, Malcolm retired 
liastily to his own kingdom in high displeasure ; 
and was riot long in shewing the effects of his 
resentment. He and his son Edward soon after 
entered Northumberland with a great army, and 
ravaged the country with fire and sword ; but 
having advanced to the castle of Alnwick, both 
he and his son were there slain, and his army 
almost wholly destroyed, in an engagement with 
Robert de Mowbray, Earl of Northumberland. 
These disasters are ascribed to an unexpected 
attack from an ambush laid by the soldiers of 
Mowbray, the Northumbrian earl. The person 
who slew the kuig was MorajP of Bamburgh» 

' In Edward's exposition of the evidences of his right to the 
sovereign tj* of Scotland, Malcolm and his son Edward are said 
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"who was ititruAted either with the defence of 
Alnwick, or the command of those forces that 
formed the ambuish in its neighbourhood. But 
the most authentic account of this event seems 
to be that given in the ancient Chronicle of 
Alnwick Abbey» a copy of which is preserved 
in the, British Museum, ^ This informs us. that 
the castle, although too strong to be taken by 
assault, being cut off from all hopes of succour, 
was on the point of surrendering, whQn.one of 
the garrison imidertook its rescue by the follow- 
ii^ stratagem s— ^He rode forth completely arm- 
cd, wfth the keys of the castle tied to the end 
of his spear, and presented himself in a suppliant 
manner before the king's pavilion, as being come 
to surrender up the possession. Malcolm too 
.hastily came forth t6 receive him, and w£M 
suddenly pierced with a mortal wound. The 

to liaTe been tiain in Northumberland, per MoreUum milittm 
^trenuissimum, Eyro. iL 560. The Saxon Chronicler-does not 
mention Alnwick or its castle. Florence, Malmesbury,. Simeon 
of Durham, and the Mailros Chronicle, arc all equally silent 
concerning them. Hoveden says he was slain by Morsel^ near 
4he Aln. Hemingford relates that he wasted and burnt the 
country as far as Alnwick, and was slain near the Aln. Fordun's 
-account of this event, which seems to be copied from Turgot^ who 
wrote the lives of Malcolm and Margaret, is the only ancient one 
that mentions the castle of Alnwick, or Murealden^ which Goodall 
conjectures may be read Inveralden. Fordun and Malmesbury 
confirm the account ^iven by the Chronicle of Alnwick Abbey, 
-^Ajbig, that Malcolm was cut off by fraud rather than by force. 

^ Harl. MS8. No 6£^. iftl. 115. 
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assailant escaped by the fleetness of his hoi^ 
through the river, which was then swollen with 
rains. The Chronicle adds, that his name vms 
Hammmid, ^ and that the place of his passage 
was long after him named Hammond's Forcty 
probably where the bridge now stands. A 
confusion arising in the Scottish army, their 
enemie^, whether in ^rrison or ambush, seized 



^ In Leland's Collec. be is called Morkell from the Book of 
ihe High Altar of Durham Cathedral Malcolinus.Rex Scotto* 
rum quinquies Northumbriam inirasit. .Primo regnante Edwardo 
rege, quando Tosti Northumbr. fuit Rom£. Secundo reg, GvL 
bastardo, quo tempore Clivelandiam etiam depopulavit. Tertio 
reg. eodem Gul. sub Walchero episcopo. Quarto reg. Gul. 
Rufo usque ad Cestre pervenit Quinto sub eodem Gul. quo 
tempore a Morkello milite occisus est cum filio prope Aln^ flu. 
& sepiUtus dpud Tinimuth. Unde Margareta regina egus uxor 
ex animi meerore obtit. i^- Coi. vol. iu p. 387. 

Nothing can be more futile and erroneous than the storj told 
by Hector Boetius, and copied by other Scottish writers, — that 
the soldier's name who slew King Malcolm was Mowbray ; that 
by piercing Malcolm through the eye, he acquired the name of 
Piercie ; and that this soldier was the ancestor of the PercieS, 
Earls of Northumberland, and derived their name from thi^ 
exploit. Fordun looks upon this story as an idle fable, and it 
ought to be viewed in no other light ; because William de Percy^ 
the ancestor of the illustrious family of Percy, is mentioned In 
the rolls of Battle Abbey as one of the Norman chieftains who 
came over with the Conqueror in 1066; and it is certain he 
derived his name from the town of Percy in the Lower Normdndy^ 
where the original seat of the Percies was, and a branch of theni 
still remains. The Percy family, though eminent in Yorkshire 
and th« southern provinces from the conquest, had no connexion' 
with Northumberland till the reign of Edward 11. 
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the £ulyantage thereby offered ; and making a 
fierce attack on the Scots, they put them wholly 
to the rout. ^ Prince Edward, Malcolm's eldest 
son, 4oo incautiously advancing to revenge his 
father's death, received in this shocks wounds of 
which he died three days after. 

Before the Norman conqtiest, this castle, with 
the barony o^ Alnwick and all its dependandesy 
belonged to a great baron, named Gilbert Tyson, 
Lord of Bridlington, Walton, Mai ton, Alnwick, 
and other great possessions and lands. He mar* 
ried Beatrix, a Norman and near kinswoman to 
"William the Conqueror, and by her had issue 
two sons, William and Richard.^ 

William Tyson, the son and heir of Gilbert, 
was, during the life*time of his father, slain 
fighting with King Harold, in the defence of 
the liberties of his country, at the memorable 
battle of Hastings.^ He married the daughter 

^ Turgot says that the Scottish army was either cut ofT by 
the edgr of the 8word> or tiiose who escaped the sword were 
swallowed up by the inundation of rirers, at that time greatly 
swelled by winter rains. 

Ridpath's Bovd. Hist. p. 70. 

"^ Richard Tyson, second son of Gilbert, was, by the gift of 
his father. Lord of Shilbottle, Hasand, Newton, Reighton, 
Foland, and Boxfield. He liies interred in Gisborough Abbey, 
of which he was the founder. He had issue one only son* named 
William Tyson. 



; * Dugd. Monast. Angt rol. iL p. 592. Hutchinson, on the 

? authority of Randal's Manuscripts, See, states that it was Gilbert 
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of Qilbert de OauBt»'Earl of LfncoTl^ arid had. 

 

issue Alda bis only tlaugiiter and bekesis, whonv 
William the Conqueror gave in marriage* to 
one of his Norman chieftains^ named I vo« tie- 
Vesey, * together with all the infaeritanee ofiher 
house; for it was always the policy of William 
to secure what he bad gotten, by kimlhe^s as 
well as by force, 

Ivo de Vesey hadisrae by Alda, the heires^ 
of William: Tyson, Beatrix, only daughter and 
heiress of all the lands of Bridlington, Walton; 
Malton, and Alnwick, with the royalties iand. 
lands thereto belonging* 

Eustace Fitz-John, * Lord of Knaresbsxrough,. 
married to his first wife Agnes, the daughter of 
William the constable of Chester, founder of 
the abbey of Norton, ai^ heiress of her brother 
William, who died without issue. Bjr* the said 
Agnes he had issue Richard Eitz^Eustace, and: 
afler her demise, he married to his second wife^ 



Tyson, the father of William, who fell in the battle rf Hasting* 
on the side of Harold; and that William Tyson was slain on the- 
part of the Conqueror. 

Hutchinson's Northum. vol. ii. p. 908, 210. 

* Ivo Vesey, otherwise written Vesey and Vesci^ was so called 
from a town of that name in Normandy, where he was born, 

* He was the son of John Monoculus, or the one-eyed Lord 
of Knaresborough, brother ^nd heir of Serlo de Burgo, whoj in- 
the reign of the Conqueror, built the. castle of Knaresborough, in. 
Yorksiiiie. Serlo and John were the sons of Eustace,. » Normaiw 
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Beatrix^ the only daughter and heiress of Ivo 
de Vesey. By this marriage he acquired the 
baronies and eastles of Alnwick and Malton^ 
and, by the consent of Beatrix hi& wife, founded 
the hospital at Broughton. 

Eustace, who was a wise statesmaHt and in 
great favour with Henry I. received from his 
sovereign the towns of Alnwick and Maltoh. 
He also conferred on him the government of 
the castle of Bam burgh.. But £ustaoe incurred 
the suspicion or displeasure of Stephen, the suc- 
cessor of Henry, who, being jealous of hi* at- 
tachment to the empress Maud, and learing isie 
should espouse her cause, compelled him to 
deliver up to him the fortress of Bamburgh. 
This treatment induced Eustacse to abandon 
Stephen,, because he was>, contrary to the man- 
ner of his country, seized by that prinoe while 
attending hi^ court, and compdOLed to restore 
the castles which Henry had committed to him. 
To be avenged g£ this injury, he openly jioined 
Stephen's enemies, and delivered up the castle 
of Malton, with that of Alnwick, which was 
the strongest in those parts, to David king of 
Scotland, who, with an intention of obtaimng 
the earldom of Northumberland for his son 
Henry, at this time (in the winter pf 1137) 
made an incursion in ta this -county. 

David kid siege to the castle of Wark ; bu t he 

met with so fierce and obstinate a resistance^ 

that he was reduced t& the necessity of convert^ 

' H 
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Ing the siege into a blockade ; the o«te of i^idb 
he (Committed to two of his thanes m barons, 
and set oot himself oii a new expedition into 
Yorkshire. In this expedition be was joined 
by Eustace Fitz-John, who levied a great forde 
from his barony of Alnwick, with which he 
accompanied the Scottish invader. They de- 
signed to proceed directly to Yorkshire, to take 
possession of Malton ; but they marched first 
towards Bambiirgh; and it is probaHe that 
Fitz-John's desire of recovering this fortress 
-was thir cause of the attention of the Scottish 
a^my^ being directed to thi^ place. But, instead 
<^' gaining tito cattle, they were only able to 
iMse an outwork which had been lately erect- 
«dy and put to the' sword one hundred of the 
defenders, by whose reproachful speeches they 
nvere provoked to the assault. Having destray^ 
ed the corn, hamlets, and erections, in the ad^ 
cent country, they marched southward^ witb 
fire and sword spreading desolation and ruin, 
and marking their pr6gress with acts of savage 
eruelty. 

Stephen, having fuH employma^t for hh 
ibices in the southern partEM of the kingdom^ 
committed the defence of the north: to the 
northern barons,^ who were assembled at York 
to consult on the best means of obviating tiie 
danger, and were animated to the defence of 
their country by Thurston, their aged areh*.* 
bishop, who displayed on this occasion a moat 
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lifitpic fortitude^ and by fais speeches and ex^ 
drnf^e exeited an enthusiastic zeal in the cause. 
The forces of the barons were commanded 
by William le Gros, who led them to Cuton 
Moor, near Northallerton, in Yorkshire, where 
they arrived at the break of day, on the 22d of 
August, 11 38. Being secured on their flanks 
by morasses and intrenchments, they disposed 
their forces in close compact order round their 
standard. ^ By the time they were completely 
Ibrmed, the Scottish army appeared in sight, 
.smd was ^dispoaed in three lines for tlie attack. 



^ This IS Ifae battle so mueti celebrated by the old Engliili 
fteoriaua utder the mme ot Bellam Standardi i or. The 
'BaUh of the Standard. The mast of a ship^ having on its top 
« cross, wherein was the oonaeerated host in « silver pix, and the 
banners of St. Peter, St John of iBeverley, ami St. Wilfrid of 
ilipon, waving below it, was 'erected en ^e beam of a vast 
«faatiot. Around this standard!, and some of them ufKUi the CBg^ 
ziage on wiiidi It stood, were placed the more aged of the Englishr 
barons, and wkh these Roger de Mowbray, the infant Earl of 
Northumberland, whose presence drew around him all his vassals, 
who made no inconsidetable part of the English army. Imme« 
diately before jthe battle, Ralph, bishc^ 4>f the Orkneys, deputed 
by tlie aged and infirm Thurston, having assured the army that 
by fighting bravely ihey would purchase the remission of their 
sins ; did, on Teceiving from them expressions of contrition, actu« 
vaUy pronounce their absolution, Joining to it his benediction. At 
the same time, the priests, in their white vestments, carrying 
crosses and relics, went among the ranks, encouraging the soldiers 
by their exhortations and prayers. These pious arts were accom- 
panied by a wise arrangement of the £ngliflh warriors, adapted to 
mistaia und repel the first £erce onset of^theu: onemies. 
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The first consisted chiefly of Galwegians, the 
most ferocious and daring, but the worst armed 
:and worst disciplined corps in the field. The 
second line, in which was Eustace Rtz-John 
and his dependants, was commanded by Henry, 
the young prince of Scotland. And the third 
was commanded by King David. 

The two armies met, and, after a dreadful 
conflict, the Sccrts were totally overthrown, 
David himself refused to flee, and it was with 
'difficulty that the kcig-hts of hm guard forced 
him away from captivity or death. David was- 
obliged to retreat with the shattered remains of 
liis troops to Carlisle, through a country eoraged 
at the enormities be had committed in his foiv 
mer incursion ; tlie peasants in every avenue 
avenging on his flying troops the sufferings 
their families had sustained. The reverses of 
fortune had now given them the mastery .over 
their ferocious enemies, and they punished their 
inhumanity with a cruelty borrowed from them- 
selves. David remained at Carlisle in great 
anxiety for the loss of the battle, and the fate of 
his son, w^ho did not arrive there till the third 
4ay after his father, with part of bis cavalry, the 
rest of the division having been dispersed or 
destroyed. 

After tbe battle, Euirtace Fitz- John retreated^ 
into Scotland; but he was reconciled to Stephen, 
and restored to favour, in the fifth year of his 
rei^n ; and was made one of the Justices itioe- 



rant^ a ^laee of great trust He rebuilt the 
town of Malton, which had been destroyed by 
the English army, and from that period was 
called New Malton. In 1147^ he founded an 
abbey for Fremonstratensian canons at Alnwick. 
He also erected and endowed a priory for Gil- 
bertin^ canons at Old Malton, about the year 
1150, many vestiges of wiiich are yet to be seen. 
He Myed to see Henry II. ascend the throne, 
and was slain fighting in his cause against the 
Welsh in the year 1156. By his second wife 
Beatrix, he had issue William his only son. 

William, the son and heir of Eustace Fitz- 
Johi\, changed his father's name, and assumed 
to himself and /posterity the surname and arms 
of De Vesey,ih right of his mother Beatrix. 
During the period William de Vesey retained 
the castle and barony of Alnwick, he was fre- 
quently involved in the contests which agitated 
the two kingdoms. Ever since the restitution 
of Northufnberkind to Henry, the English 
monarch, there had been no firm peace between 
tbe rival powers. An open rupture had been 
prevented by successive truces ; but these were 
very ill observed, and the provinces, near the 
frontier between the kingdoms, suJffered greatly 
by mutual inroads; 

William, king' of Scotland, surnamed The 
Lion, a brave and high-minded prince, was an 
implacable enemy, to the English, on account 
of their taking froiflgi him his inheritance of the 
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QQunty cf Northumberland^ and cmly wtdted a 
suitable opportunity to shew his re$eBtment^ 
and recover the English property* 

Henry II. having caused his eldest s<Hi 6i the 
sataie name, a youth about sixteen years of ag^ 
to be crowned during his own lifetime, the 
young king afterwards passed over to France^ 
where his wild aiid unbounded ambition was 
wickedly cherished, and stimulated to .break 
forth to the most open excesses* ^ Not content 
with tlie name and dignity of a king, and with 
revenues^ sufficient to support a court, he claim- 
ed the whole regal authority, and alleged that 

^ His tnoflier> que^ Eleanor, was so pe^rrsrse as to enoourage 
li^r son ill his wickedness; and ius two •brothers, Richard and 
Geoffrey, were persuaded, as far as their, youth allowed them, to 
join him in all his measures. It is said that the unlimited gal- 
lantry of Henry created this unnatural combination of bis own 
fkrHily. Among the few vices of' this monarch, galfantry was one^ 
Hk iiueen was disagreeable, and be was faithless : btit, tfaougb 
an admiiter of all the set, he singled out, willi particular afiectioD, 
BosajDiead Clifford, a lady of matchless beauty. Historians and 
poets speak of the fair Rosamond in the warmest strains of rajv 
ture ; and if what they say be true, never did England produce 
80 much beauty united with so much grace. He kept her con- 
cealed in a labyrinth at Woodstock Park, and in her company 
passed hi4 hours of vacancy and pleawire.' But the queen at 
length came to a knowledge of this ajmOur^ amd pursuing her 
haop7 ^^^ ^^ ^^ retreat, guided, say somef by a clue of silk, 
slie obliged her to take poison. As this was jan pffence which 
the queen could not be forgiven, she was resolved not to forgive. 
Her sons werie brought f o share her resentments, and a conspiracy 
was fo^ed, abetted by all the malecointents oCtfae kli^gdom. ' 



J 
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&f Slather; {)y causing him to be anoiiited and 
lanyinyed, bad fhinderred to him all his own 
power. Young Henry, by his boundless profu* 
sion^had acquired many fria^ids. He drew to 
bis^arty the king of Scotland^ by promising to 
restore to bim Uoie o6unties of Northumberloniid 
and Cumberland; and also to add to the county 
of Huntingdon, possessed by Ms brother David, 
that of Cambridge ;' for in^hioh William and his 
brotl)^ wcte to. render homage and service. 

Ill' eonsequenoe of; this agreement, WiUiani 
led a great army into England, and after cem-^ 
mitting' the most (sriiel depredations, was eom-i> 
peUed to retire into his own kingdoni The 
Barl of Leicerter ako, one of the principal 
leaders on the side of the young king» having 
landed in Siifiblk with an army of Flemings^ 
received a total overthrow, and w^s himsdlf 
taken prisoner. Notwithstanding these disoou* 
ragements, young Henry, with his allies and 
vassals, resolved to risk another campaign. 
Accordingly the Scottish monarch, with an 
army, as some of the English writers relate, of 
eighty thousand men, entered Northumberland 
in the beginning of April. Besides his own 
people, he had a^ considerable body of auxiliary 
horse and foot from Flanders. He marched 
into Cumberland, iand after subduing and wast> 
ing the neighbouring lands of the English king 
and his barons, he came against Frudhoe, a 
castle belonging to Odonel de Umframville, on 
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the south side of the Tyne. Here he met ^tft« 
a brave resistance, which gave time to the lor^ ^ 
of the castle to collect a considerable force under 
himself, William de Vesey, lord of Alnwiak and 
Malton, and other northern barons. . On their 
approach, William rased the siege of Frudhoe^ 
and retired towards his own country. 

As the English barons did not give the king 
a close pursuit, he stopped at Alnwick, and 
having there divided his army into three parts, 
he besieged or blocked up the strong castle of 
this place with one of the divisions which he 
himself commanded. ^ The other tWQ, com- 
manded by Earl Duncan, the Earl of Angusi, 
and Richard Moreville^ were employed in pil- 
laging and laying waste the country^. , It is 
probable that William de Vesey's people at 
Alnwick gave such intelligence of the king of 
Scotland's unguarded situation, as encouraged 

^ Benedict of Peterburgh saja tbat the king remained at 
Alnwick with no more than hi& domestics or guards (cum privaia 
Jamilia sua J ^ and that Earl Duncan, having the command 
of the army^ divided it into three parts ; one of which he retained 
about himself, and sent the. other two to destroy the adjacent: 
country with fire and sword. He adds, that on the day the 
king was taken, Earl Duncan, with the dirision of the army that 
he kiept with himself, entered the town of Warkworth, burnt it» 
and put to the sword, without distinction of age or sex, all he 
found within it ; and that he made his soldiers break up the 
church of St. Laurence in that place, in which, and in the house 
of the parson of the town, they slew more than one hundred meiv 
besides women and children. 
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ih^r lord, together with his brother4n-Iair 
Rdbert de StuteviUe, Lord of Knaresborough, 
J^mulph de Glanville, and Bernard Baliol, to 
fiwrm the project cf surprising him ht his qiiar-r 
ters.:* Fojrthis purpose, having set out at the 
^Bwn of day, with four hundred horse, front 
Newcaistle, they marchied with such speed* that 
before five they arrived ixi the ineigbboiiphood 
erf" Alnwick. A thick fog h]ad ctoVfered theiF 
march, but at the same time made them doubt-^ 
ful of their own situation ; which raiijed in spine 
of the company such apprehensions of ba^^d^ 
that they prepared to return. Their advancing 
forward was owing to the resolution of Bernard 
fialiol; and the fog happily dissipating^; the)? 
had soon the pleasure of discovering, at & siKaU 
distance,^ the castle of Ahiwiek, which affoi'ded 
a sure retreat, if in danger of being overpowered 
by their enemiesr. About the same time they 
perceived the king of Scotland riding put in tb^ 
open fields, accompanied by a troop of abou^ 
sixty horsemen, and free from all apprehension 
of danger. ' He «t first took them for some of 

^ Tlie list giftn of f ht leaden of the Eoglfih $n this action, in 
Leland's Collect, (from Walt de Corentree) is Rob. de Stuteville, 
GuL de StuterOle his son. Will, de Vesey, Ranulph de Qlanville, 
Jlal|A de Tijley, constable of the family of the archbishop of 
Yprk» Bernard de Balloli and Qdonel de Umfranyille. 

' According to Berred. Petrob. they found him sporting ivith 
his knights, iudentem cum minibus suis, lanquam M€curum, fl 
pikU iimentew, p. 76. 

I 
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his own men returning from their ravages ; but 
the display of their ensigns soon undeceiving: 
him, he disdfdned to turn his back, and putting* 
himself at the head of his small company, at-^ 
tkoked his foes with the most undaonted reso^ 
Itition :-* but in an instant he was overpowered ; 
and his horse being killed under Him, he was 
taken prisoner with almost all bis attendants. 
Severa'l of his nobles, who were not present at 
the conflict being informed of their master'* 
ftte, thought it honourable to share it, by rush- 
ing, rather than falling, into the hands of their 
tnerhies. The intelligence of this disaster soon 
sp^i^ad* through the scattered bands of the Scot- 
tiijh'arDffy^ and threw them^ into the greatest 
confusion. 

The English barons carried off theirprey with 
sdr expedition, marching back that night ta 
K^ewcastle. The royal captive was conveyed to 
Richmond^ and detained in the castle of that 
{dace, till orders were received from Henry the 
English king how to dispose of him. 

The king of England having come over frono 
France for the defence of his kingdom, while 
he was at Northampton,. William the king oF 

^ Gul. Neubr. elegantly de8criBe» William as confitVihg fti tlie 
multitude of his forces in the countty around him, though at too* 
great a distance to help him ; mo quippe tarn vasio^ quamvi^ 
minus conglohalO' eircumwiUatHS exerdtu; conclusam illanm 
pauoUatem JacUe ahsorbendam esse a drcumfusa muIlUudiner 
mss ambigere dignabafur, p. £]4u- 
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Sco^nd was brought to him, having his feet 
tied under the belly of the horse that carried 
iiim. Henry soon after passed into Normandy, 
carryii^ with him the otptive monarch, whom 
Ike imprisoned first at Caen, and rfter wards at 
Falaise. In the end pf the year he eoncluded a 
tteB,tf with the king. of Soots at Falaise; 'by 
iHiich that king regaiaed the liberty of his per-» 
.son, but, as the price of it, brought himself and 
his .kingdom .iato a state of vassalage to the 
£i^Ush monarch, as his superior lord ; in testi- 
mony >4»f which ^he was obliged to do .homage ^to 
Hemy for his wh(de kingdom, the first exampte 
of that kind upon record, as* perpetual menijo- 
rial of which lie left his breas^^te, sword, and 
saddle, to be kept in York Minsten 

The Scottish king was set at liberty for a 
large ransom, the sum of £100,000. sterling, 
one moiety In ready money, and the other at 
an appointed time. For insuring the observ- 
;ance of this convention, he delivered for himself 
and his heirs, to the pleasure of Henry and his 
heirs, the castles of Roxburgh, Berwick, Jed- 
burgh, Edinburgh, and Stirling; and for the 
expense of guarding these castles the king .of 
Scotland was to assign a sufficient sum, to be 
fixed upon by the English monarch. There 
were also delivered as hostages for the fulfil- 
ment of these conditions, David the brother of 
the king of Scotland, and twenty of the earls 
and barons of his kingdom. As soon as the 
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<»tgtles should be delivered to the EngBslv th« 
king of Scots and his brother David were to 
be set at liberty ; and the ^arls or barons who 
were hostages might also then have the same 
privilege, on each delivering in his own room 
his lawful son or nearest li^r. 

The Scots, in love to their cs^tive prince» 
consented to the humiliating conditions of his 
iansom. The hostages were delivered in Nor^ 
tnandy, and William, three days after, passed 
over into England, and remained there a pd* 
soner at large until the i^asties were, according 
to the treaty, delivered to those appointed by 
the English king to reeeiire them. ^ 

William Lord Vesey married Burga, the 
daughter of Robert Esto Stutevilk, Lord of 

^ The Scots continuecl In subjection to tlie English till th« 
fesLt 1 1^9, when Richard I. the successor of Henry, previous t« 
Ins undertaking an expedition to the Holy Land, had the genero- 
sity to discharge the obligation, by restoring the noblemen who 
had been delivered as pledges, and relieving William ' and his 
subjects irom that su^ection which even the English themselves 
iconsideced lu forced imd unjust, but not before he made William 
|Miy bim lOfiM merks (about twenty thousand pounds of our 
present money) which he aocepted as an equivalent for the release 
of the vassalage of Scotland, and the fortresses of Berwick and 
Roxburgh. This produced a sincere friendihip between the two 
kings, and a peace between their countries, which continued dur- 
ing the reign of Richard 4 Imt was broken for a short time during 
the vicious government of John. The remainder of William's 
time was passed in a state «f ixaxiqiMitjf, only a little disturbed 
^y domestic misfortunes, and ^contributed greatly to the improve- 
jDcnt of his subjects in the arts of social life. 
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Knaresbotougb,' by whom be had issue Eustace 
l^ord^Vesey, He confirmed to the canons of 
the Gilbertine order at Malton the church of 
Malton, an(| ihe other gifts of Eustace his 
lather. He died in the 81st year of the reign 
'Of Henry IL leading his possession^ to Eustace 
Jiis son and heir. 

Eustace Lord Vesey, Baron of Malton and 
Alnwick, and son and heir of William^ married 
Maigery^ the daughter of William king of Scot- 
land. The contentions that had subsisted be- 
'tween the two kingdoms respecting the counties 
>of Northumberland and Cumberland, and had 
been the source of lasting and bitter animosity, 
had not yet in the least degree subsided. On 
the accession of John to the crown of England, 
William, king of Scotland, despatched messen- 
gers to require in his name the restitution of 
these counties as his patrimony; offering, on 
that condition, to swear fealty, and render ho- 
mi^e and Service to John against elll men. Nor 
4id John himself neglect an object of so much 
importance to him, as the preserving of quiet 
on the side of Scotland ; for, while he was yet 
in Normandy, he gave a commission to Eustace 
4e Vesey, the son-in-law of the Scottish king, 
to assure him, that if he kept peace with. him, 
he would, on bis return from Normandy, give 
him content in all his demands. 

After several conferences between the two 
anonardiis^ touching the inheritance of the north- 
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erti counties, they could not bring the sulgecft 
in dispute to a peaceable agreement At length 
it was agreed by the intervention of envoys from 
each prince, that the king of Scotland should 
resign into the hands of the king of England all 
the possessions he had held of him ; and that 
the king of England should restore these to 
Alexander, the son and heir of the Scottish 
king, who should thenceforth hold them of the 
king of England^ This was accordingly done 
at Alnwick, where Alexander rendered homage 
and fealty to the English sovereign. 

John's obstinate opposition to the Pope, and 
his excessive cruelties to his subjects, both clergy 
and laity, brought upon himself a sentaice of 
excommunication. This, not sufficing to bring 
him to obedience, was followed by another, 
absolving his subjects from their allegiance, and 
commanding all persons to withdraw from his 
company, under the penalty of being exeommu* 
nicated. John being now in the utmost dread 
of an invasion from France, and an insurrection 
of his subjects, in consequence of the papal in- 
terdict which had been pronounced, despatched 
messengers to all his nobles whose fidelity he 
suspected, requiring them to send to him their 
sons, nephews, or other relations, as hostages. 
The dread of his power and cruelty made all of 
them comply, except Eustace de Vesey and 
Robert Fitz-Walter ; who bding particularly ac- 
cused as principals in a conspiracy, and in great 
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saspicioh with the king, Jeft the kingdom. 
Fitz- Walter retired to France ; and it i» stated 
by a reputable historian, that Vesey went to 
John's court ; but being warned that he was to 
be seized by the king on the following day, he 
fled to Scotland, together with his wife and son> 
and was followed thither by many of his de-* 
pendttits, bringing with them their horses and 
arms, and other-moyeables that they could moi6 
conveniently carry off. 

John immediately commanded their estatea 
aTid moveables to be confiscated lor his u^e» and 
theihr castles to be destroyed. Among the latter, 
. a particular command was giv^n to demolish 
Viesey's castle at Alnwick ; but the apprehen- 
sion of a southern rebel&>n diverted the pur* 
pose. John also wrote to the king of Scotland, 
requiring the restitution of Vesey as a fugitive 
felon ; but William would not betray a man 
who had placed himself under his . protection, 
who was so nearly related to him, and had not 
been convicted of the crime laid to his charge. 

In the following year (1213) John came to 
Norham, having appointed a meeting there 
with the king of Scotland, in order to cement 
mcMPe indissolubly the peace between the king^ 
doms. William, who had been lying sick at 
Newbottle, endeavoured to make good his en* 
gagement to meet John, but was not able to 
proceed further than Haddington. This being 
notified to the English monarch, he requested 
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WiUUm to send tcr him his son Ale^andei^ 
tempting his eompiiance bf many fair promises^ 
But William's counsellors refused this request^ 
under pret«[iee of Alexander's youtii and inex^ 
perieiiee, which rendered him unfit for treating 
of the afiUrs of the kingdom- But what dbiefly 
weighed with them was their apprehension^ 
that if John got the heir of their kingdom inta 
his power^ he would make no scrapie c^ detain- 
ing him until he exchanged him with Eustaoe^ 
de Vesey. 

John, thus disappointed in his designs, r^ 
turned hastily into his own kingdom ; and it 
was not long before matters "were brought to 
a crisis iirith this unfortunate monarch. The 
Pope proceeded to depose him, miaking a formal 
donation of hi3 kingdom to the king of Franee; 
and a croisade was published Against his territo^ 
ries by t|ie emissaries of the see of Rome. In 
these disastrous cireum&tanceg, he could discos 
ver no source of safety, but in making his peace 
with the Pope ; and Pandolph, the Pope's le* 
gate, availing himself of bis distress, made him 
pass from the extreme of obstinate rebellion to 
that of downright sulijection and dependance^, 
by resigning hi» kingdom to the papal see, and 
receiving it baek,. on condition of remaining tb& 
Pope^s vassal. Pa»^lph also brought about ^ 
reconciliation with his exiled subjects. The 
lands of those barona that had beafi forfeited for 
adhering to the Pope against their sovereigi» 



T 
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^&e resfxnred, to them, and Eustace de Vesef 
in partioiifaur obtained reBtxtution of all hw 
estates. Bat tbis amity was not of long con^ 
tiQuance ; for .Etirtaee agaki forsook John, an^ 
attadiied himself to the eombinatk)n of the 
batons in their struggle to regain their andent 
privileges. 

The dishonours and injuries tiie bin-ons had 
received, ]ie4; only in their lil^rties imd proper^ 
ties, but in their priyaie and &mily conoerm, 
induced them to engage more readily in thia 
great worh, the necessity of whidi had indeed 
been long experienced. The base tyrant was 
not content with puUic opptessiotts, but in hi0 
meanness of vice, even descended to the viola* 
tion of the whres and daughters of his barons^ 
to which purpose he practised the vilest avtifiices^ 
He had, by rtratagein, possessed himself of the 
si^iet o£ Eustace de Vesey, by rnean^ of which 
be attempted to delude his lady, that he might 
violate her chastity. Vesey, by a fortunate dts-^ 
eovery, gained a knowledge <^ the king's intaok 
Hens, agad, concerting measures with the lady^ 
had the address to convey a common prostitute 
into the arms of the execrable tyrant, and pre^ 
sarve the honour of his &mily. Vesey, exulting' 
in the sueeess of his project, amidst the fervour 
<^a generous resentm^t, reproached the king 
to his face with his baseness, and reviled him 
£» the possession of a harlot* By this mean» 

K 
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Vesey provokiBd iiie higke&t reaentmeit, ami f«r 
defend hinifidif from it& effeets he combined 
with the othet^ Injcired or discontented bamn& 

John's formtti pusillanioiity gave thb popvrer-- 
All body hopes' of obtMnii^ a restoration of 
those powers of which: they had been de^nrired 
in the preceding reign. They formally de- 
manded of the king the renewal and execution 
of the charter of lib^tiis whiek Henry I. had 
granted > to tbeiir ancestors ; and also of certain 
lawis of King Edward* the Confessor that were 
of the same scope. After various delay s^ and 
unavailing' expedients to disappoint their enter- 
fime^. John thought himself authorized to re- 
ject their demands. This refusal created new 
dissensions^ and was soon fcdiowed by more 
open acts of h^Mstility. They formed a eonfe- 
da:Bcy , and^ at an appointed meeting, fisNToed 
the king to grant all their demands,, and sign 
the charter of Forests,, and also the celebrated 
charter, commonly known, by the name of 
the Magna Charta, by which the English are 
said to hcdd their liberties at this day. As 
the bafoifis could not by any means confide in 
the king for making good what they had ex- 
torted from him, they further obliged him to 
consent to a nomination of twenty-five of their 
own number, among which were Eustace de 
Vesey, Robert de Ros, Richard de Percy, and 
other great northern barons, to be conservators 
of the privileges granted by the charters. By 



t:liis extension oi their influence fbey became 
invested with such extensive powers as almQ$t 
annihilated the regal authority. 

John was too xaxuAa accustomed to tyranhiae 
tb submit long to tbese restraints ; and what be 
liad com|>Ked with through fear, be openly 
retracted as soon as he was at liberty. H^ 
enjgi^^ed foreign mercenaries, wbom be allured 
into his service with the prospect of the spoils 
of bis rebellious barons, and began to attack 
their castles, and lay waste their estates. Hav- 
ing subdued many places of strength 4n ^he 
neighbourhood of London, be marched with ..a 
part of his a^my against the rebellious famxms 
of tl^ nortk Eustaee de V^e^ and the other 
northern barons had recourse .to Alexander, 
king of Seotland, a youth of about ^sixteen years 
of age, for protection against John ; and in ordtf 
to obtain it, they did homage to Alexander at 
Felton. John highly incensed at these pnv 
ceedings, puvsued his march nbrtfi wards with' 
much expedition, and destroyed by fire and 
sword their houses, towns, and estates. By 
this means a number of places wei;e burnt or 
utterly laid waste; among wbieh were the 
towns of Alnwick and Morpeth. But some of 
their houses and corn the barons themselves 
had destroyed before Jobn-s arrival, with the 
design of distressing him by want of provisions. 
Not long after this, Eustace accompanied bis 
brother-in-law, Alexander king of Scotland, in 
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expedition into England. In paesang 
through the eounty of Duiliam^ the khig ai%d 
the northern baiK>ns who attended him came 
l»efi[>re Baraand Casde ; and while they were ou 
liorseback reconnmtiing and taking a ^lew of 
its strength, £ustaee received a mortal woimmI 
by the shot of a cross-bow from its walls. ® H« 
left issue by his wMSb, William Lord V^esey^ hk 
son and heir, and Bichaid Nothtis. ^ 
• On the deatli of Eustace, one moiety of ali 
Im land wsas bestowed by John on Philip de 
Ulleootes. Waiiam, the son and heir o( Eus* 
taoe, being sent by his widow to the £ai*l c^ 
Pembroke, soon afterwards created regent of 
the kingdom, a grant was made of the ward^ 
'cship and maniage of the young iu)blemaD to 
William, sumamied Lou&pec, Eari of 6al|fihury« 
juid uncle to H^iry III. The custody of the 
'Oastle was committed to Biciiard de Moriseo 
bisih(^ of Durham. William Lord Vesey was 
mairied to Isabella^ the daughter of the £ar| 

'^ The €bromc)e of Dunstable says that Barnard Castle waa 
;attaek6d hy an army raised by the <iortfa<rrn barons, and that 
fiiittaGe4de S^eseyl)eiog there ^ain« €h«ir party waatitCerly dis* 
«Qurf|gc^ .and their forces dispersed. Carte. 

^ £iistaee Lord Vesey had great alliances 4iy narriage. Hia 
.^est -sister Matilda was maciied to Kobert de Muscbaipp, tha 
first Bftron of Wooier. CeeiMa, a younger sutor, was married ta 
Hugh de Balioly Baron of By welJ. His own mother was of the 
aKibhfJbQUAe.Qf.Stuteville of Knaresborough In Yorkshire. 

.WaUis's Hist. Noctbliin. voL ii. p. Ma 
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ef Bdisbury, imt had no issue. He afterwards 
married Agnm^ the daughter of Williaiii de 
-Ferrers^ Earl of Derby, by whom he had issue 
J<^n Lovd Vesey and WilHam. In the lOtib 
ci Henry IIL be obtained livery of all his fa* 
Iter's lands, partieuliarly of the castle of Aln* 
wick, wiiicfa was then in the bands of Everard 
d« Tyes. He was so much in fevour with 
Henry III. that in the twenty-ninth year of 
Ills reign, he procured a grant of five bucks and 
ten does, to be taken out of the king's fcnrests in 
Northumberland to store his park at Alnwick. 
He died in the 87th of Henry III. and Agnes 
his wife surviving him, had for her dowry an 
assignment of the manor of Malton, which, after 
her decease, descended to John Lord Vesey, her 

son and heir. 

John Lord Vesey, son and heir of William 
Lord Vesey, baron of Alnwick, was proscribe 
ed by Henry IIL he being indtided among 
the rebel barons who forfeited their estates 
under the determinations of tiie parliament of 
Winchester. Vesey, having been deprived of 
his castle and barony of Alnwick, entered into 
a combination with several others labouring 
under the same proscription, for the recovery 
of their possessions. Vesey xaised a swfficient 
force to regain his castle, but prince Edward 
coming against him with a strong body of 
forces, his garrison was reduced to such distress, 
£hat he was obliged to surrender, and submit 
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to the mercy of the prince, through whose 
intercession be received the royal pafdon. ^ 

John Lord Vesev was married' to Isabel de 
Beaumont, but had no iss^e. He asmimed the 
holy cross, and undertook a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land with prince Edward. On his return 
he succeeded to the government of Scarborough 
Castle, which he retained to his death. Isabel 
de Beaumont, his wife, who survived him, beuig 
a kinswoman of queen Eleanor, had the custody 
of it committed to her, and continued it during 
her life. John Lord Vesey was summoned to 
parliament in the 48th of Henry III. and died 
in the 1 1th of Edward I. leaving the barony of 
Alnwick to his brother WiUiam* 

William Lord Vesey, second scm of William 
Lord Vesey, and brother and heir of John 
Lord Vesey, married Isabella the daughter of 
Robert Perington, and widow of Robert Lord 
Wells, and by her had issue John their only 
son, ^ho died in his father's lifetime, without 
le&ving any issue, William Lord Vesey was 
an active man in the wars in France, and suc- 
ceeded Isabel de Beaumont, his brother's widow, 
in the government of Scarborough Castle. 

During the interregnum in Scotland, after 
the death of Alexander III. William de Vesey 

* Aeoording to Dugdde, vol L p. 9h be partook of the benefit 
of the Dictum de Kennelworth, which was published Oct. SI, 
1266; and which, instead of the forfeiture made at Winchester, 
accepted of a composition of a few years' rent of estate^ 
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was one of tbe competitors for the crown df 
Soottrad with Robert !&-u6» John BalioU and 
Otb^s. ^. The competitors preferred their claims 
before Edward I. the English monarch, whp» 
with the design of establishing his ^vonnte 
cdaiw of sovereignty and direct dominion over 
Scotland, had by his secret management mjikiT 
plied th<t pretenders to the sueceksion to the 
number of twelve, exclusive of Eric, king of 
Norway. 

In the month of August, 1291» an assembly 
was convened by the king in the castle of Ber-t 
wick, when they immediately began to receive 
the petitions and grounds of daim, which the 
several competitors presented to them in writ- 
ing^ These petitions amounted to twelve, 

' « 

' Vetej being in great fiirour wltli^Edwafd L w«8 at thit time 
juitiee of Ireland, an4 residing in that Idngdon. 

^ Carte sajs it is not easy to guess with wiiat view some of 
these claims were made to the Scottish throne^ unless to perpetuate 
the claimant's relation to the royal family^ or in hopes of obtaining 
some grant for giving up his pretensions. William de Vesey 
founded his title, as being the descendant and heir to Margery, 
the bastard daughter of William the Lion. The following state- 
ment of his claim was proposed to Edward I. who, as superior 
Lord of Scotland, assumed the office of arbiter or judge in 
determining tlie affairs of the disputed succession. 

*' William king of Scotland was the father of king Alexander 
who reigned after lum. 

'' And the same Alexander was the father of Alexander the 
second, who reigned afterwards, and married Margaret tlie 
/laaghter of the illustrious Henry king of England, by whom he 
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though it Was (Bvideiit thAt the dbims of Baik^ 
and Brus were thoM whieh alone merited any 
attention. The pretensions of aU the rest were 
evidently frivolous, as tbek* predecegsors, thon^ 
0t the royal blood, were either ifiegitimate or 
very remote from the lately extinguished royal 
line* However, after several delays and eon- 
ferenees, the competition was at length decided 
in fiivour of BaUoI. ' ^ 



had a daughter Margaret, who was aflerwards married to the 
king' of Norway. 

*' And At king and queen tf Norway liad a Araghler wkom 
tlMjT c^ftM MargpMRft J, aa4 aiNt wm kntem c£ Sradaml, bot the 
died without any keir, from her own bo^, btiag a oninor at hge 
decease. 

'< Now the same William king of Scotland was the father of 
Margery, the sister of the already mentioned king Alexander. 

" And Mwfefy wm married to Eustace de Veaey, by whom 
he had William de«Vea»y, who^ died in OaMiiny ; and tbe 8*Mr. 
William was the father of John de Vesey, who died without helr» 
of his own body; and William de Vesey, the brother of Jofao^ 
now petitions for the kingdom of Scotland, as being more nearly 
allied by blood to the already mentioned Margaret, who died with- 
out any heirs from herself, and by whose death the kingdom ought 
to return to William, who now petitions for it in thia manner.'' 

Vide Rymer's Foedera, Tom. K. p. 57S. 



' The last meeting for the hearing of this great cause was held 
at Berwick on November 17th, 1292, In the hall of the castle, 
where the petitioners being called upon by a solemn and public 
proclamation, WUliam de Vesey and seven others withdrew their 
petitions, and judgment was given by the king that they should 
obtain nothing by them. 

RIdpath't Bold. Hbt. p. 188. 
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William Lord Vesey died m the 25tk of 
SdwBfd I. and having no legitimate i^sue^ be 
did, by the king's license, enfeoff Anthony 
Bee, bishop of Durham, and titular patriarch of 
Jerusalenv in the castle and barony of Alnwick. 
At the same time Willian^ gave to a natural son 
of his, named also WilUnfii de Vesey, the manor 
of Hoton Buscel in Yorkshire. -This he settled 
absolutely on him and his heirs ; appointing 
him, as he was then a minor, two guardians,, 
vrhose names were Thomas Plaiz, and Geoffrey 
Gypsiner Clerks ' 

This appointment, as also the very wohls of 
the deed erf enfeoffment, (still extant), in which 
the conveyance is to the bishop absolute and 
unconditional, confute a report too hastily 
taken up by some historians, that this castle 
and barony were only given to the bishop in 
teust for William,»the bastard above mentioned; 
and that he was guilty of a violation of this 
trust in disposing of them otherwise. 

From the original deeds it appears that 
William de Vesey levied fines, by which he 
conveyed all his manors of Maltpn, Langton,, 
Wyntringham, and Brumpton, in the county 
of York, and of Cathorp in Lincolnshire, to 
the bishop for the use of his natural son, named 
William de Vesey of Kildare, who afterwards 
enjoyed the same ; and that be gave the manors 

^ See Diigdide'» Baronage, vol. i. p, 95, &c. 

L 
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ef Alnwick and Tugball, in Northumberland, 
iib&olutely to tlia bishop and his hem for eTfer.^ 
On the 19th of November, X3Q9, in the ad 
of Edward IL the bishop granted and sold to 
Henry Lord Fevcy^ cme of th^ giteatfi^ barom 
in the north, the barony, ca$tk» memoiQ^ and 
town of Alnwick, ^ with the villas, hamkt«, 
advowsons of the eharchei^ abbeys, &e^ also all 
the appuartenances and advantages^ and all other 

^ Colfins" Peerage^ vol ii. p. SOS. Ed. 1779» 

^ Carta Episcopi Dunelmensis^ qua Baroniam de Alnewyk^ 
Henrico d<e Percy concessit. 

Antonius, permisskme diTtna, Ac. Noveritis tne de^^BBe, eon'- 
§:ffiek9e, & hac Carta nostra joonfirfnaaae nobiU Viro^ Dbmiiit 
Henrico de Percy, Baroniam, Caitrum, Manerium> & VUlam de 
AJnewyk, cum Villis^ Hamelettis, Membris, Aayocationibus Ec* 
clesiarum, Abbathiaram, Prioratiuim, Hospitalium, & Capella- 
nianim, simul cum Molendlnis, Pratis, Boscis, Derainii^, Doroi- 
nicis, Terris, Pratis, VHlenagiis, Villanis, cum eorum Sequelis 8c 
Catallis, Feodia Militttm, Homa^k, Red^tibus, ISertkHs W^eto^ 
rum bominum, Wardb, ReleTitSi EscaettSj Htt|idrediSy Wt^)ent» 
& Cur. simul com omnibus aliis pertinentiis & proficuis, que 
aliquo modo accidere^oterunt ad Baroniam ptedictam ; sciUcet> 

Quicquid habuimus de dono nobilis Tin, Domnii Willielmi de 
Vescy, infra Baroniam predictam, 8c alibv inira Comitatum 
Northumbri«, una cum FerUs, Merealis, Wareiif>tB, Chacds, 
Wrecco Maris, h omnibus alias libertatibus^'Meris Consuetudi* 
vbus, Juribus, & aliis rebus quibuscumque, ad pnedktam Baro- 
niam spectantibus, ubique^ infra Comitatum predictum^ & extra 
sine ullo retenemento, 

Habenda et Tenenda predicto Domino Henrico, HieredtbuSf 
8p Assignatis suis, Baroniam prsdictaro, cum Castro, ViOis^ 
Membris, & aliis pertineotiis, Juribus, LibertatibttB, Proficuis, 
& aliib rebus quibuscumque> in omnibus, ^cut predictum est. 
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liberties^ free customs, and rights, belongmg to 
the barony ; besides the lands and tenements^ 
with the services and other ^appurtenances, 
wfaicfa Isabel, the wiiFe rf Lord John de Vesey, 
^niw, and Isabel, the wife of William de 
Vesey, hdid in dower of the said barony ; to be 
hid and hdd by the said Lord Henry, his 
faeirs, and assignees, of the Lord the king and 
Ins heirs for services thence due and accustomed 
for ever. 

The castle and barony of Alnwick bad re- 
mained about twelve years in the possession 
of the bishop before they were purchased by 
Henry Lord Percy, and consequently he was 



de Domino Rege» & Hseredibus 8uis> per senritia, iode debita & 
consueta, Imperpetuuro. 

£t pneterea cohoessimusy pro nobis, & HiB|i9dlbtiB nostris, 
'quod omnes Teme, & omnia Tenemeuta, cum wnridifly & aliis 
pertinefitiiii stiia, ^us Isaltella, quie fdit UjM»r Domiui Johannit 
de Vesey Senioris, & Isabella, qus fuit Uxor dicti WiUielmi de 
Vescj, tenent in Dotem de fiaronia pnedicta, & que, post mof* 
tern pnedictarum, Isabelle and Isabelke ad nos, & Heredes nos- 
troa rererti deberent, post decessum cqjuslibet ipsarura^ Isabella Sc 
Isabellc, priefato Domino Henrico, Hieredibus & assignatis suis 
remaneant, Tenenda, simul cum Baronia, & omnibus Terns i€ 
Tenementis pnedictis, de Domino Rege, & Hsredibus suis^,per 
eervitia, inde debita & consueta Imperpetuum. 

£t iio9» prefatus Antonius, & Heredes nostri, '^predicto 
Domino Henrico, Heredibus, & assignatis suis, pnedictam 
Baroniam, cum Castro, VilHs, Membris, Maneriis, & aliis 
Pertirentiis, Juribus, Libertatibus, Pro&uis, & altis rebus 
4|uibu0eifinquc, in omnibus, sicut prsediotum est, contra omncs 
Geiftes wararittzabimosy & deiendrnuia Imperpetuum* ' 
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no way concerned in any transaction between 
the bishop and the former proprietor. The 
bishop's deed doth not discover the least ap- 
pearance of an obscure transaction ; for the 
witnesses to it were Henry de Lacy, Earl of 
Lincoln, Robert de Umfraville, Earl of Angus, 
and some others of the greatest personages in 
ihe kingdom. 

The grant was afterwards confirmed by Ed- 
ward IL at Shene, ^ on the 23d of January, 

In CUJU8 rei testimoiiiuni prssenfi Carte sigillum nostrum eat 
Appensum. 

Hiis testibus, Nobilibus Viria, Doniinu, 
Henrico de Lacy Lincolni®, i . 

JRoberto de Umfravill de Anegos, ) 

Dominfe, 
Roberto de Clifford, 
Roberto de Hilton, 
Johanne de Cambhon. 
Richardo Marmodtik, 
Ada de Benton, 
^Johanne de Diidden, 
'Willit^mo de Gossewyk, Maliis. 

Dat. apud Kenyton, in Manerio Nobilis Viri, Domini Johan- 
VM, Comlds 'Warenne, nono decimo di^ Mensin Novembris, anna 
Domini miUesimo, trescentesimo nono/Patriarchatufl nostri quar« 
to,'& CotiBecrationis nostrie vicesimo texto. 

'RyxneCs Foedeta. torn. iU. p. 193. An. 9 Ed. f. 

'^ Gonfirmatio Carte Episcopi Dunelmensis Henrico de Percy« 
auper Donatione Baronis de Alnewyk. 

Rex omnibus, ad quos, &<u salutem. 

Inypeximus Cartam, quam Veoerabilb Fater« Aiktonius 
JPjUriarcba JeroioleimUnu^ St £pi»coptif Dunelme&sii^ feck 



MilitibiM. 
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ISIO, to Henry. Lord Percy and his heirs, who, 
to remove every pretence of complaint, obtained 
:a release of all right and title to the inheritance 
from, the heir at law. Sir Gilbert de Aton, Knt 
who was the nearest legitimate relation to the 
iabove mentioned Lord William de Vesey, ^ 

^ilecto Consangnineo & fid^i nestro, Henrico de Peicy, in hme 
Terba: 

Unkersis Christi Fidelibiis, ad quos present Scriptum per-' 
Tcnerit^ Antonius, permissione diirina, SancUs Jerosolomitane 
Ecclesiae Patriarcha, '8t Episcopus Dunelmensia^ salutem in 
Domino sempitemam. 

Noreritb me dedisse^ concesfiisse, 1& hac Carta Tiostra coh!iTm« 
^sse Nobili viro. Domino Henraoo de Per^, &c. pr^out supra de 
19, Oct. usque hesc verba, videlicei, Nos auten Dontdonem, Con- 
«ce8sionem, je Confirmationem predictas, rataa liabentes Sc gratas, 
4638, pro nobis & hieredibus nostris, quantum in nobis est, concedi- 
«mu8 & confirmamus, sicut Carta prsedicta rationabiliter testatur. 
In cujus, &c. 
7este Rege apnd JShene, 23. die Januarii. 

Per h^eve deprwato Sigilio* 

Hynwr'i >F«deis, torn. iU. p. 199. An. 3 Sd»-S, 

^ This argument, which is urged by Mr. Grose, does not ex« 
^cttlpate the bishop, according to other writers, but con^r»8 the 
suspicion of his guilt. Such a ratification of title, «ay8 Mr. Hut- 
"chinson, tells a consciousness of defects. Had the bastard son 
•confirmed, the doubt would have been taken away. Mr. Wallis 
-aays that he was not permitted to take possessiou of the castle 
and barony of Alnwick, in consequence of some discourtesy 
done to the bishop his guardian. But these ol>jection8 are 
urged on very slender feundatipn, and ace expressly refuted by 
ihj^ statements of the original deeds. In addition to what has 
-already been advanced, it may be further observed, that Henry 
^e I^cy, .Earl of Lincoln, one of the witnesses to Lord Percy'* 
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From that period AInwiek Caartile becalixe the 
great bardnisi seat in the north of Idie Lordtf 
de Percy, and of tbek succe»ors the Eafrls of 
Northumberland, by whom it was transmitted 
down in lineal succession to tt^r illustrious ie# 
presentative, the Duke of Northumberland'* 

This noble family is descended from Main- 
fred, a Danish chieftain, who made irruptioixs 
into France in the ninth century. His poste- 
rity settled in Normandy, and took their name 
from the domaii;i of Percy in that province, 
which Geffrey or Galfred, the son pf Mainfred, 
obtained from the famous Kollo, whom he ac- 
eompani^ in his adventures. ^ 

purchase, was closely allied in blood to William de Vesey, beiog 
both of them equally descended from their common ancestor 
Eustace Fitz-John, and therefore it cannot be supposed that he 
would have concurred in any act injurious to his family. 

^ The eaftjT history of this illustrious house is beautifuilj 
related in the ingenious poem of the Hermit of Warkworth^ by 
the late Dr. Percy. 

Lord Percy made a solemn feast 

In Alnwick's princely hall; . 
And there came lords^ and there came kuighta* 

His chiefs aMl baroas ali* 

With wassail, mirth, and revelry^ 

The castle rung around: 
Lord Percy call'd for song and harp, 

Afid pipes of martial sound. 

The annstrds of thy noble hwise, - 
All dad in robes of blue^ 
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Geffrey had iaue» William de Fercjr, Lord 
'PBrey and Earl of Kaws, governor of Noarmaa^ 
dy; who had issue Geffrey de Percy, who 
married Mary, daughter of the Earl of Forest, 
and had ifl^ue WMam de Percy, who had issue 
Gefl^y, all bom in Normandy. 

With flBrer aneseetit wi Uicfr nna$. 
Attend in order djie* 

The great achietemente of tb j racp 

Tfaey sung* ^^? ^^S^ commaQd i 
*' How Taliant MaiiiA-od e'er the seas 
'^ First led his northern band. 

*' Brave Galfred next to Normandy 

" Wkb reot'rouB R^lo came; 
*' And from his Noman castles won 

** Assum'd the Percy name. 

** They stmg how Ui the Conqueror's fleet 

'* Lord WUKam shif^'d his powers, 
*' And gain'd a fair young Saxon bride 

" With all her lands and towers. 

** Then journeying to the Holy Land, 

" There bravely fought and died ;. 
" But first the silver Crescent wan, 

*' Some Payiiim Soldan's pride. 

** They sung how Agnes, beauteous heir. 
The queen's own brother wed 
Lord JoBceline, sprung from Charlemagnev 
In princely Brabant bred^ 



u 



•' How he the Percy name reviv'd, 

" And how his noble line 
*' Still foremost in their country's cause, 

*' With godlike ardour shine." 
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The last Greffrey had issue two sons» Wil* 
Uftm and Serlo, who came into England witb 
Wffliam the Conqueror. 

William was a great fiivoucite with this 
*{Mince» and^by his bounty held large possessions 
in Hampshire, thirty-two lordships in Lincoln- 
shire, and eighty-six lordships in Yorkshire; 
TopcGff in the Nortk Riding, and Spofibrd in 
the West Riding, being his- chief seats. He left 
a great patrimony in Fcance to the Lord Mon- 
pensier. Madox,, m his: Baroni» Anglicana,. 
saySy that WiHiamr the Conqueror granted to 
his favourite Percy a barony of thirty knights* 
fees. 

This William de Percy was surnamed Le 
Gemon, or Algernon.^ He was possessed of 
the lordship of Whitby, with the large terri- 
tory adjacent thereto, in the East Riding of 
Yorkshire. In the reign of WilHam Rufus^ 
he founded an abbey for Benedictine monks, 
to the honour of God, Saint Peter, and Saint 
Hilda, in the place where the monastery of 
Streanshalh, ^ which had been entirely destroy- 
ed by a party of Danes under Inguar and 
Hubba, anciently stood. William de Percy 
gave it only the title of a priory, his brother 

^ This is probably derived froso. AsgemutiSy an old Frencb 
word, signifying mih the whiskers. 

^ Or, the hay of the tvaich-tonfer. It was afterwards called 
Prcsteby, or the hahitaiian qfpriesft, then Kwtby and Whiieby^ 
and now Whitby. 
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Ser)o holding the office of prior. Under this 
title it ramaiped tUl the re^ of Henry I. 
when it was advanced to the. dignity of aii ab- 
bey. The benefactions granted by this second 
founder were various and ample, suitafa^ to his 
rank, munificence, and devotion. Th^ succeed^- 
ing heirs of this family continued to endow it 
from time to time with a variety of valnable' 
gifts, and many of them were there inteited. 

William de Percy married Emma de Porte, 
lady of the honour . of Semar, whc«se father, a 
Saxon lordy had been slain fighting with Harold. 
William from a principle of honour and gene^ 
rosity married this young lady^^ baving had all 
ber lands bestowed upon him by the conqueror.* 
He had issue by her three sons, Allan, Walter, 
and William. At Sion House, in an old roll 
written in the reign of Henry VUI. is a history 
of the family in verse, in which it is said he 
was admiral of the navy which brought over 
William the Conqueror, that he died beyond 

* William Lord Percy, the fyrst founder of Whitby, his arine» 
'* Field azure, 5 miilpikes Or" He begat of Emme of the 
Porte, Lady Percy, Alayne Percy : who by Emme of Gawnt hi» 
wife, begat William that succeeded hira» Walter, Jeffrey, Henry, 
and Alayne: and lie lyeth buryed in the Chapter House oif 
Whitby e, and his mother Emme of the Porte. Which Emme 
fyrst was Lady of Semer besides Skarbnrgh afore the Conquest, 
and of other landes, William Conqueror gave to Sir William 
Percy for hys good service: and he wedded hyr that was very 
beire to them in discharging of his conscience. . >, ^ 

Hatl. MSS, No. 693. (2€) fol. 23& 

M 
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the seas, and fiis heant was brought over to 
£nglaud, and interred at Whitby, in the chap* 
ter4H>use; where also Emma his lady was 
buried, having survived her husband 

Allan de Percy, the eldest son, succeeded to 
the honours and estates of his father. He mar- 
ried Emma, daughter of Gilbert de Gaunt, Lord 
of Hummundbre, and son of Gilbert, Earl of 
liihcolh, and had issue five sons, William, Gr^f* 
frey, Henry, Walter, and Allan. He had like- 
wise one illegitimate son, Allan, who was with 
the king of Scots, ia the 3d of King Stephen, at 
the Battle of the Standard, which was fought 
near Northallerton* 

The second William Lord Percy ^ married 

Alice, the daughter of Robert Lord Ross, and 

» 

^ TBe second William Lord Percy,, the sonne of the first 
Alayne, married Aliza, that Ijeth at Whitbye, i>y whom he had 
Alayme his first begotten sonne that dyed without issue* Ricbani 
the first. Lord Percy, Robert Percy who begat John Percy. 

In the year of grace 1120, and in the 20th year of King 
Henery the fiist, William the Prince of England was at Barkefletc 
in Normandye, and was purposing to follow into England his 
fiither, and he was drowned in the sea, and many mo noble folkes 
aot farre fro the land; among whom was Richard a bastard 
tonne of the King, and also his bastard sister the Countyes of 
Percy (or Perche in France) Richard the Earl of Chester and 
bis wyfe the King's nese ; and the Archdeacon of Hertford, and 
many other to the number of 140: and none of them escaped 
but one rude fellow a Bocher, and he swamme all night upon an ' 
ore, and in the morning he was driven to the land side, and be 
told all the matter and casualtye.. 

Ex lUg. MonMt. de WhUby. 
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had issQ^ fdur sons, Allan, William, Ridmrd^ 
and Robert. Allan dying without issue, Wil-^ 
liam succeeded to the estates and honours of 
his ancestors. 

This William, the fourth Lord Percy, in 
the 34th of Henry I. founded the abbey of 
HampoU for Cistertian Monks; and also that 
of Sallay, in Crayen, in the 12th of King Ste- 
phen. He was one of the northern barons who 
distingui^ed themselves at the battle of North- 
allerton against the Scots. ^ In the 12th of 
Henry II. on levying the aids on the marriage 
of the king's daughter, he certified his knights^ 
fees to be tw^enty-eight de veteri feoffamento^ 
and eight, a third and sixth parts de novo feoffa- 
menta Hi,e made a journey to Jerusalem, and 
4leparted this life at Mount* Joy, in the Holy 

* The great stock of the Percies -branched out beyond the 
border into Roxburghshire. Allan de Percy, le Meschiut the 
younger Allan, attached himself to Earl David, and adhered to 
this beneficent prince when he became king. With the spirit of 
a Percy, he accompanied David to the battle of the Standard, in 
1138. In return David gave him the manors of Ozenham and 
Heton, in Hviotdale. Allan, dying without issue, was succeed* 
«d in those two manors by his brother Geoffrey, who imitated 
Allan in his bounty to the monks of Jedburgh, Kelso, and Dry- 
burgh ; as we may learn from the chartularies of those several 
monasteries. Qeoffrey also dying without issue, was succeeded 
in those lands by his brother Henry de Percy, wiio also imitated 
his two brothers in their bounties to the monks on the border. 
8ut he seems to have left no issue to propagate the race and 
transmit the name of Percy In North Britain, 
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Land. He married Adelidis de Tunebrigge, 
by whom he had issue four sons, Walter, Allan, 
Richard, aod William ; and two daughters, 
Maud and Agnes. All the sons died without 
issue. William was a monk, and abbot of 
Whitby. Maud was married to William, Earl 
of Warwdelc, and Agnes to Joseefine de Lou- 
vaine, son to Godfrey, Duke of Brahant,. and 
brother to Adelidis queen of England, wife 
of Henry I. Maud died without issue, and, 
on her demise, Agnes her sister became sole 
heiress of all the large possessions of her an- 
cestors. Before her marriage with JosceKne, 
a covenant was made, that he should either 
bear the arms of the Lords Percy, (five fusils 
in fess Or), and renounce his own; or con- 
tinue his own arms, and take the name of 
Percy to him and hiis issue by her. ^ Under 

^ Jocdyn was the sonn of Godfrey Lovain Diike of Brabant 

and brother to Adelyne Queen of King Henry the first, king of 

England, and be wedded this dame Agnes Percy upon condition 

that he shold be called Jocelyn Percy, or els that he shold bare 

the armes of the Loi^s Percy, and he toke the counsel! of his 

syster, and he chose rather to he called Jocelyn Percy, then to 

forsake his own armes, ^which be " Feld Ore, a L^on rawpani 

azure") for so shold he have bad no right title to his father's 

inheritance ; ^nd «o of right Che Lord Percy shold be Duke of 

Brabant, though they be not so indede. And to this Jocelyn 

Percy King Henry the second gave and conserved the honor of 

Petworth, as William Erie of Arundel and his sister gave the 

say'd honar. 

.£x Refi. Honast. de Whitby* 
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her picture in the pedigree at Sion House are 
these lines : — 

Xord Percy's beir I was, whose noble name 
By me survives, unto his lasting fame; 
Brabant's Duke's soli I wed, and for my sake 
Retain'd hk anas and Percy's name did take* 

There was issue of this marriage four sons, 
Richard, Henry, Robert (Lord Sutton upon 
Derwent), and Josceline. In the before-men- 
tioned roll are these lines : — 

And at Pet worth is beryed this noble Lord, 
Lady Agnes his wife, at Whitby, books record. 

Josceline de Louvatne's pedigree was from the 
kings of France, of the race of Charlemagne. 

Richard, the eldest son, was one <yf the chief 
<^f those barons who took up arms against King 
John, in the 17th year of that reign, andTalso 
ene of the twenty-five who took an oath to 
compel the king to observe the particular arti- 
cles panted by the great charter and the char- 
ter of the forests. He was excommunicated by 
the Pope for being a partisan with the insur- 
gents. He was one of the barons who called 
over Lewis, the son of the French king, to re- 
ceive the crown of England ; and, in conjunc- 
tion with Robert de Ros and Peter de Brus, sub- 
<iued all Yorkshire to the obedience of Lewis. 
He made his peace with Henry III. and was 
in arms for him against the Welsh in the 
second year of that reign. He died without 
issue, as did also Robert and Josceline. 
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The first Henry Liord Percy succeeded as 
heir of his brother. He married Isabel, daugh- 
ter of Adam, and sister of Peter de Brus, of 
Skelton. He had in dowry the manor of Le- 
kenfield, for which he rendered the following 
remarkable service. He and his heirs were to 
resort to Skelton Castle every Christmas-day, 
and lead the lady of that castle from her cham- 
ber to the chapel at mass, and from thence to 
her chamber again ; and after dinner to depart 
He was buried at Whitby, and left issue two 
sons, William and Henry. 

The fourth William Lord Percy being seized 
of the estates of his father, paid 100 marks fine 
in the S6th year of the rdgn of Henry HI. to 
exempt him from attendance on the king into 
Gascoine. He had two wives: by the first. 
Elan, daughter of William Lord Bardolph, he 
bad seven sons ; by Joan, his second wife, who 
was the daughter of William de Brewer, he 
had no issue that survived him. 

The second Henry Lord Percy, his eldest 
son, succeeded his father in the honours and 
possessions of the family. He married Eleanor, 
daughter of John, Earl of Warren and Surrey. 
We find him in several services in the reign of 
Henry III. against the Scotch and Welsh, and 
for some short time in association with the re- 
bellious barons, but restored soon after to royal 
fiivour. He had issue three sons, William, 
John, and Heniy. William and John died 
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without issue, and the h<»llours and ettatei^ 
derolved iipon Henry his youngest son. 

The third Henry Lord Percy, being a minor^ 
his wardship, SSd Edward I. was granted to 
Edmund the king*s bvother. In the fl4th of 
that reign he was knighted by the sovereign 
before Berwick ; some time after whic^ he was 
in the battle of Dunbar, where the English ob- 
tained a signal victory.. Among the prisoners 
was King Kruce's queen, daughter to the Eaii 
of Ulster, who, at the solemnity of their corona- 
tion, is reported to have said, ** ThAt she fea^red 
they should prove but as a summer king and 
qu^en, such as in country towns the young 
folks choose for sport, to dance about May- 
poles.** King Edward gave the, earldom of 
Carrick, her husband's inheritance, to Henry 
Lord Percy, who, in endeavouring to secure 
his rents from being seized, lost part of hia 
armed retinue, horses, and plate, and with 
Lord Clifford and the Earl of Pembroke, was 
besieged at Rentier by theScotch forces, where 
they defended themselves gallantly till relieved 
by troops sent by the king from Lan^rcost^ 

This Lord Percy purchased the castle and 
baroiiy of Alnwick, on the 19th of November^ 
1S09, as has been previously stated. In the 6tb 
year of Edward IL he was governor of the cas- 
tles of Scarborough and Bam burgh ; and in the 
same year the king granted him the custody of 
the manor of Temple Weneby, in the county of 
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York^ belonging to the Knights Templars, ivha 
were charged by Pope Clemeaat with being 
guilty of heresy, sodomy, idolatry, and number- 
less other crimes, and afterwards deprived of 
their possessions by the decrees gf the parlia- 
ment which met in the beginning of Lent 1324. 
This Lord Percy wf» one of the faddous ba- 
rons, who had bound themselves by an oath to 
expel Piers de Gaviston, Earl of Cornwall, the 
unfortunate favourite of Edward IL The royal 
partiality shewn to him, and his unbounded 
insolence and rapacity, excited the resentment 
of the English baronfs, who formed a powerful 
coisfederacy against him. They suddeidy raised 
an army,, and came by surprise upon the king 
and his favourite at Newcastle, who with diffi- 
culty made their escape to Tynemouth^ and 
thence by sea to Scarborough. Gaviston being 
left there by Edward, as in a plaee of security, 
was^ immediately besieged by the Earl of Pem- 
broke, Henry Lord Percy,, and others. Gavis- 
ton with great bravery repulsed several assaults ; 
but all communication with the king being 
intercepted, and the provisions of the garrison 
exhausted, he was compelled, after a gallant 
defiance, to capitulate, and surrender himself 
prisoner to bis enemies. The conditions 
which he had stipulated with Pembroke, not 
obtaining the concurrence of Lancaster, Here*- 
ford, and other heads of the junto, were totally 
disregarded; and he was conducted to Deding- 
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ton Casfle, near Banbury, where he was seized 
by the Earl of Warwick, and beheaded on 
Bkcklow-bill, now Gaveraley Heath, on the 
20thof June, 1S32. 

Lord Percy having taken a part in these 
proceedings,, a royal mandate was issuied for 
the confiseation of all his estates and effects ; ^ 
but in the 7th year of Edward II. he had 
restitution and a pardon from the king : aftet 
which he was in the royal army at the battle 
c^ Bannockburn, where the English sustained 
a shameful defeat. On the death of Robert 
LfOrd Clifford, during the minority of his heir, 
he had the custody of the castles of Skipton 
in Craven, Appleby^ Brougham,, and Pendra- 
gon, in Westmoreland and Cumbeiland. He 
died in the 8th year of Edward II. and was 
buried in the abbey of Fountains, before the 
high altar. By Eleanor his wife, daughter of 
John Fitz-Ailan, he had issue two sonsj Henry 
and William. . 

The fourth Henry Lord Percy was sixteen 
years of age when his father died. On the 10th 
of September^ l6th of Edward Il-he was made 

^ John Lord Infowbray being at this time sheriff of YorksBire, 
and governor of the city of York, was commanded by the king 
to seiase Henry Percy, for having suffered Piers de Gaviston to 
make his escape out of Scarborough Castle, in which the said 
Henry undertook he should be safe kept, having rendered himseir 
to him on that condition.^ ' 

DUdg. vol. i. p^ 186U. 
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a knight at York^ having the year before 
appointed governor of Scarborough and Picker- 
feig. In the 19th;o£ Edward IL on the landing- 
of Queen Isabel and Prince Edward in England^ 
he wa» one of the noblescthat joined with them 
for reforming the abuses of government, occa- 
sioned by tbe influence of the Spencers. The 
accession, of the forces* headed by Lord: Percy 
greatly augmented the > army at Gloucester^ and 
was singularly instrumental in the great changes 
then effected. He was one of the twelve lorda 
appointed for the young king's council, was 
principal commissioner for settling the peace 
with Scotland, and was made warden of the 
marches. He was the first of the Percies wha 
possessed the castle of Warkworth,^ which, after 
the death of Sir John Clavering, without male 
issue, was settled to devolve to the king and 
his heirs ; and which Henry Lord Percy re- 
ceived by grant from the crown, in lieu of an 
annual salary of 500 marks paid to him for cer-^ 
tain stipulated services. 

In the 4th of Edward III. he was ambassador 
to France. In the 6th year of the same reign^ 
he was made one of the conservators of the peace 
for the counties of Northumberland, York, Lan- 
caster, Cumberland, and Westmoreland. He 
was with Edward III. at the siege of Berwick, 
and at thie memorable battle of Hallidown-hilL 
He was in much foreign service during this 
reign, a& well as being engaged in the wars with 
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ScodaHKl. He signalized bknself at the siege of 
Nantz, and, after Ids return to England, had the 
chief command- at the battle of NeviPs Cross, 
i^ear Durham, whei^ King David was made 
prisoner, and his poweiful aifmy yanqui^hed. 
After living a life of action ;and honour* he died 
on the 26th of February, in the 26th yfeftr df £i^ 
waitct III. and w^ bmried in the priory of Alrt«- 
wiek. By Idonea his wife, daughter of Robert 
liord Clifford, he had iissue four i^ons; Henry, 
his eldest, thirty years of age :at the -debase 
of hisr father ; Thomas,. . Bishop of Norwich, ; 
William, and Roger, and ^Iso four daughters. 

The fifth Hairy Lord Percy was in the great 
expedition to France, on which succeeded th^ 
famous battle of Cressy; He wia» one of thi 
leaders of the first wing of the English^ army at 
the battle of Nevil's Cross. On the 5th of 
October, in the 28th year of Edward HI. Jie 
was commissioned to receive fnom Sir John de 
Coupland, sheriff of Northumberland, the body 
of David de Bruce, king of Scotland, and set 
him at liberty, according to the treaty for his 
ransom. He was present with Edward III. 
when John Baliol resigned his crown at Rox- 
burgh. In the 33d year of the same reign, be 
was constable of the castle of Berwick ; and in 
the same year attended the king to France, and 
was a witness to the treaty of Chartres. He 
was several times in the commission of conser- 
vators of the marches. 
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He had two wives. He first married the 
Lady Mary Plantagenet, daughter to Henry, 
Earl of Lancaster, son of Edmund, Earl c^ 
Lancaster, Leicestw, Dei4>y, &c. second son of 
Henry III. Edmund mamed Blanch, daugh- 
ter of Robert, Earl of Artois, (brother of St. 
iewis, king of France), and widow of Henry 
de Champaigne, king of Navar. Lady Mary 
msfi sister to Henry Plantagenet, who was 
<H-eated Duke of Lancaster in the 27<h of 
Edward III. whose daughter and her heir was 
wife of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, 
father to H^nry TV. By this marriage Lord 
Percy had issue two sons, Henry and Thomas. ^ 
By his second wife, Joan, the daughter and 
heiress of John de Oreby, he had one child, 
Msmdj, who married John Lord Ross. Lord 



■? Thomas, the seconil son, was created Earl of* Worcester. 

Ih the Sd of Richard II. he was appointed adrahral of the northern 

:«eas, with Sir Hugh Calrely, JC4iight; and tbe3r>had of their re- 

itiQue 720 men at arms, 77^ tudkexji, <and 140 )CroM*bowmen. 

On a cruise thejr met with se^an Erench merchantmen, richly 

laden, under eonroy-^f a man of war, which they engaged and 

ix)6k. In 1 379) being ordered on an expedidon to France, the fleet 

was dispersed by a violent storm, in which it suffered great loss. 

^it Thomas having rid'den out the storm, was soon after attacked 

(by a 'large JSpanish* ship, -which, under dl his disadvantages, he 

nt length boarded ^nd took. In the succeeding years he bore 

jnany diatiogulshed ofEces under government, and. in the 10th 

_year of the same reign he was made admiral of the fleet which 

^carried the great armament into Spain. In the 21st of Richard 

U. he was created £arl of Worcester; but his afiectioos wert 
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jPercy d^affted thig lif(& on Aseension-day, ia 
i;he 4Sd year of Edward IIL 

The- sixtfe Henry I^rd Percy, during his 
father's life, was engaged in several expedi- 
tions intio France : but what <;hiefly renders his 
-memory amiable m this age is, that he was a 
great favourer and supporter of Wickliffe the 
^reformer, b^ . wbich his iife was in imminent 
|>eriL He 'was appointed Lord Marshetl af 
England, which oiBce he retained. at the coro- 
iiation of Riehard 11. July li6th, 1S77, ivhen he 
ivas created Earlof Northumberland. 

At a fair held at Roxburgh in August, 1371, 
to which multitades' of people were wont to re- 
sort from both kingdoms, c^ne of the followers 
of Geonge £>iinhar, Eari of March, was slain 
by some of the English. The earl applied to 
Henry Lord Percy, warden of the English 
tnarcbeSy for redress of this injury ; but no 
satisfactory return being made to this demand, 
the angry Scottish chieftain resolved on a cruel 
revenge. Waiting the return of the fair in the 
year following, he and his brother, the Earl of 
Murray, accompanied by a considerable body of 
their friends and followers, attacked the town 

not transferred to Richard's successor, Henry IV. though he 
received from hira many distinguishing marks of favour. He fell 
irom his allegiance, and engaging in a confederacy with his bro- 
ther, the Earl of Northumberland, and Hotspur, who were then 
in arms, after an unsuccessful conflict, was taken prisoner an4 
ibeheaded at Shrew£burj« "^ 
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by surprise, killed all the Englishmen ^ejr 
found in it, set it on fire, and carried off its 
spoils in triumph. Lord Percy,. the English 
warden, to revenge these losses and insultid, 
entered Scotland at the head of sevens thousand 
men, but returned without dfecting any sin- 
gular service. 

A few years afterwards, in 1S7T, the borderers 
of the different Nations again quarreled at the 
fair of Roxburgh, and the town 'was htirned by 
the Scots. The Earl of Northumberland griev- 
ously revenged this fresh provocation. Having 
levied an array of ten thousand rheh, he enltered 
Scotland, and ravaged the territoiijes of the Earl 
of March for three successive days, biiming and 
slaying, conformably to the salvage eustcHhs of 
the ag^. * 

About the end of the year I3d4, the castle 
of Berwick was seized by the Scots; being 
betrayed into their hands for a bribe, by its 
deputy governor under the Earl of Northum- 
berland. The news of this event arriving in 
London during the session of a parliament 
which met in November, the Duke of Lancas- 
ter improved it against the earl. Through the 
influence of the duke, who had expressed an 
inveterate hatred to him, he was accused of 
treason and neglect, of duty before the parlia- 
ment ; and judgment of death and loss of estate 
was pronounced against him. These moment- 
ous occurrences transpired during the absence 



ALNWICK CASTLE. 103 

of the earl, who had not obeyed the summons 
given him to the parliament ; judging his pre- 
sence more necessary near the marches for the 
defence of his country. His behaviour there 
soon recovered him from the impending ruin 
which threatened to overwhelm him. He was 
no sooner informed of the castle being in the 
hands of the Scots, than he assembled a great 
force in order to reduce it ; but the severity of 
the season making it difficult to regain it by a 
siege, he followed the example that had been 
lately set him by his enemies ; and the Scottish 
garrison, besides the safety of life and limbs, 
having received from the earl the sum of 2000 
marks, surrendered the fortress into his hands. 
This opened a way to his obtaining the king's 
pardon, notwithstanding the opposition of the 
Duke of Lancaster. The king, in the plenary 
remission granted to him, takes notice, that the 
castle of Berwick, since his accession to the 
throne, had been twice in the hands of the 
Scots; but that the loss of it had happened 
without fault of the earl, and that he had 
recovered it each time with great labour and 
expense. For which reason the king pardoned 
the crimes wherewith he was charged, with all 
their penalties and forfeitures, and restored him 
to all his honours and possessions. 

The disturbances in England in the .time of 
Richard II. induced the Scots to invade the 
borders in the 12th year of that reign. The 
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Scottish leaders being obliged to rei^train tbe 
main army to the ptrotection of their own coun- 
try, ordered only a strong detachment, under 
the tried heroism of the Earl of Douglas, to 
advance into England. At the head of three 
hundred men at arms, and two thousand chosen 
infantry, Douglas passed the Ty ne^ and with the 
rapidity and destruction of Hghtning darted on 
the county of Durham. When the distant 
flames and smoke of burning villages had given 
the first tidings of the Scottish arrival, the Earl 
of Northumberknd, then at Alnwick, sent his 
two sons, Henry and Ralph, to Newcastle, to 
assemble a force in pursuit of the enemy, while 
he should collect another 6n the north, and 
preclude their retreat. 

All the country being pillaged to the gates of 
York, and the u;nfortified towns and villages 
destroyed, Doiiglas returned with the spoil, 
repassed the Tyne at the same place, and came 
before Newcastle, whither the chief people of 
the neighbouring counties had orowded to gain 
the protection of a walled town, and of the two 
gallant Percies, Henry sumamed Hotspur, and 
Ralph, his brother in birth and arms. Many 
skirmishes ensuing, at one of them Douglas 
won the petmon of Henry Percy, to the great 
mortification of that undaunted leader and his 
followers ; and, to add to the disgrace, Douglas 
vaunted, «* This I shall carry as a sign of thy 
prowess to Scotland^ and shall place it on the 
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pinnacle of my castle to be known by all." 
Percy retorted with an oath, " Thou shalt never 
bear it out of Northumberland ; and in the end 
shalt have little cause to boast.'' To which 
Douglas rejtlied, " Then thou must come this 
night, and take it from before my tent.** 

The Scots pursued their march towards the 
main army, till they came to Otterbum, a ham* 
let amid the wilds of the parish of Elsdon, 
about thirty miles north-west of Newcastle, and 
about twenty from the Scottish border, which 
was to be a scene of celebrity to the bard and 
the historian. 

Meanwhile Percy wished to pursue the Scot- 
tish detachment, but was restrained by the 
tidings that the main army was near, till the 
couriers brought certain intelligence that they 
were far distant, and incapable of effecting a 
junction for some days. Percy, with his usual 
impetuosity, instantly cried, ** To horse !" it 
being early in the morning; and left Newcastle 
attended by six hundred lances, or knights and 
squires, and eight thousand infantry accoutred 
with the dreadful long-bows of England. After 
a forced march, they reached the Scottish camp 
at Otterbum late in the evening. The Scots 
had supped, some had even retired to rest 
fatigued with various exertions ; and the Eng- 
lish began to enter the outer entrenchment^ 
where the servants were stationed, shouting 

** Percy ! Percy !" but they found it well forti- 

O 
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fied. Some infaBtry were ordered Co sitpporf 
the servants, by the Scottish chiefs, wfio in the 
mean time armed in haste, and arratyed their 
men under their banners. - Night was «o w ad- 
vanced, and the armies engaged by mocmligUt,. 
a season when battle would have redoubled 
horrors, and the scene of confusion and a^rnage* 
appear dreadful beyond description. 

After a severe contest, the Scots were on' the 
point of yielding to numbers, when the Earl oF 
Douglas pushed forward his banner ; and being 
ambitious of laurels, was desirous of some dis- 
tinguished achievement. He sought for young 
Henry Percy, and meeting him in the hottest 
of the battle, ingoTently braved the young herc^ 
to engage, and Douglas fell beneath his valour-- 
ous sword. The rumour of their leader^s over- 
throw ran through the Scottish lines; they 
Were intimidated, and began to fly ; but at the 
instant the panic was becoming general, and the 
English were advancing in hopes of victory, 
the Earl of Dunbar came up with a large 
rein&MTcenoent, and the Scots rallied. Fortune 
now began to favour the Seots. Ralph Percy,, 
advancing too far, was severely wounded, and 
taken prisoner by Maxwell; and the Englisfa^ 
exhausted with a fatiguing march and an obsti- 
nate contest, began to exhibit symptoms of 
depression. Henry Percy was at length taken 
]nrisoner by Montgomery, and led to Dunbar ; 
the English gave way, and the Scots were 
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victorious. The loss on ea^h side was said td 
be nearly equal, the English leaving about 
eighteen hundred slain upon the field. 

The Earl of Northumberland having suffered 
many unmerited indignities from the kin^, 
entered into an association f(^ his deposition ; 
and messengers were accordingly sent to Henry, 
Duke of Hereford, and son of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lsuicaster, who was then in France, to 
invite him over. The Duke of Lancaster (Sar 
this was the title which the Duke <of Hereford 
had now assumed after the death of his fa<9beis|f 
taking the advantage of Richaird's being albseitt 
on an expedition in Ireland, with three smatl 
vessels and a few attendants, knded in thd 
month of July, 1S99, at Holder nesse, in York-f 
^hire, where he was received by the EatL of 
Korthumberland, who had long been a male^ 
^sonteht, Sir Henry Percy his son, sumamed 
Hotspur, the Earl of Westmoreland, and manj 
other persons of great power. After this jvisk^ 
tion, the ccmcourse of peopl^ coming to list iHi- 
det his banner was so great, that in a few 4ay8 
his m'my w^as augmented to sixty thousands 
While these things were transacting in Eng- 
land, Richard was in Ireland in perfect security. 
After he had received the intelligence of the 
rebellion in his native dominions, lie landed in 
En^ndi and soon perceived his unhappy sitiia- 
tion. He saw himself in the midst of an enraged 
people, norte of whom be could rely on, being 
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forsaken even by those who in the sunshine of 
power had contributed to fan his follies. Thus, 
not knowing whom to trust, or where to turn, 
he saw no other hopes of safety, but to throw 
himself on the generosity of his enemy. 

The Earl of Northumberland was appointed 
envoy to Richard, and by his argument was 
persuaded to resign a royalty of which nothing 
remained but the name, the defection being so 
general, that he had not one adherent left. 
^Father Orleans, in his history of the revolution 
in England, says, that even the king's favourite 
j^eyhound left him, and fawned upon the duke. 
A parliament was called to meet on the feast of 
&i. Michael, when Richard was sc4emnly de- 
posed, and Duke Henry having heard read the 
articles of royal charge by the archbishop, the 
isame was signed by him with the sign of the 
<sross ; and the Earl of Northumberland, being 
liigh constable of England, taking the ring with 
whidh the kings were wedded to the re^m, 
^shewed it to the whole assembly, and then put 
it on the duke's finger; after which the duke 
3j:issed the earl, as he had done before the arch- 
bishop, and immediately he was proclaimed 
king, by the 4?itle of Heniy IV. The earl 
jreceived appointment of the high office of Con- 
irtable of England for life, with a grant of the 
Ide af Man, and many other great dignitiei 
;:^nd eminent employments. 

In the 3d year of the 4reign of Henry ly. 



J 
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the Soots^ in order to repel the depredations 
ecmimitted by the English borderers^ made an 
incursion into England. The Earl of Douglas, 
at the hei^ of an army consisting of ten or 
twelve thousand men, among whom were many 
^{ the most eminent persons of the kingdom, 
ravaged the <x>untry lying next to Scotland, 
learrying terror and desolation to the walls of 
Newcastle. The Earl of Northumberland and 
his son Henry Hotspur, with several northern 
barons and knights, collected a numerous army,^ 
and awaited the return of the Scots near Mil« 
fieM, In the northern part of Nprthumberland. 
Douglas had reached Wooler in his return, 
when he perceived the enemy, and seized a 
strong post between the two armies, called 
Humbleton^-hill, about a mile to the north-west 
of Wooler. The English seized a hill over 
against the Scots ; placing their archers in the 
interjacent valley between these eminences. 
After a severe encounter, the Scots were totally 
routed. The Earl of Douglas was taken pri- 
45oner, after having lost an eye, and received five 
wounds. Among the slain and the prisoners 
were several of thte chief nobility and gentry of 
the Scottish nation, and about seven hundred 
common men ; so that this battle is justly 
reckoned one of the most fatal to Scotland that 

* The anonymous historian of Le Laboureur cays^ 1. 4i5S, that 
Fercy had only fifteen hundred cavalry and three thousand archers. 

Pinkerton's Hut. Scot. toL i. p. 71. 
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ever happened an the borders. No p^Mn of 
note on the side of England Ml, or indeed 
fought ki this engagement; the yiotofy b^g 
entirely the work of the English archers. * 

Henry lY. in the congratulatory letteri^ ha 
wrote to th6 F^rcies^ and the rest of his leaders 
in this battle, strictly charged them not to rm-* 
som or dismiss, on whatever security, any of 
ifaeir prisoners^ without liis express allowance. 
This prohibition is said to have provoked m 
old Northam^berland and his son a resentment, 
which not long after broke out M their own 
destruction. King Henry, to palliate this ap- 
parently harsh miandate, granted the earldom of 
Dotiglas, with the lordship of Selkirk^ and all 
the other appendages of that high h^use, to the 
Earl of Northumberland, who smiled at this 
liberal gift of a country, neither conquered, nor 

* Henrj Percy disgraced the victory by an act of cruelty. 
Among the captives was Sir Willlain Stuart of Forest ; and Pevcgr 
insisted that he, being a native of Tividide when under the 
EngKsk power, should be regarded as a traitor. Stuart, being 
a man of wisdom and eloquence, defended himself so well that 
he was acquitted by three successive juries ; but the malice of 
Percy led him to appoint a new jury of his followers, and Stuart 
was drawn and quartered, amidst the murmurs of the Engliib, 
who knew that his merit was the only cause of fafs death. A 
aquire, named Thomas Ker, was tried with Stuart for the same 
alleged offence, and condemned in the same illegal way. Their 
quarters were exposed on the gates of York, an atrocity soon 
retaliated on Percy himsel£ 

Boarar, p. 4M. WIntoDj p. 8S7* 
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^IfiAy to be an obj.iQQt of easy eonqnest* ^ But 
th& P^rcies resolved to take the king in his owa 
aDore, and to wake this conquest the pretended 
object of arms, instantly to be turned agmn«t 
the gmnter. The £larl of Northumberland and 
his (Sfoii ware now intent upon open rebellion 
against Henry; and tQ colour the raising of 
their troops^ and gain iime for adding fkesb 
musters, made a short incursion into Scotland, 
on pretence of rendering effectual the giant 
of the earldom of Douglas, and laid siege to 
the castle of Cocklaw, but without success. 

^ Posterior to the above grant, a commisBkHi was issoed at tfte 
request of the Earl of Wentmoreland, nomiuating Lord LoreJ 
jind eight others* whereof four were clerks, to examine and decide 
certain differences that had arisen among the vassals of West- 
moreland and those of the two Percies, about their right to 
prisoners taken in the battle of Humbleton. These disputes could 
not be properly determhied bj the two earls, though judges In the 
king's militarj comt ; nor by Henry Percy the son, whe was m 
judge in such matters on the mardiea of Scotland; because of the 
particular Interest they had in these actions. It is not improbable 
that an appointment of this kind would give great offence to men 
•o mighty and accustomed to such arbitrary power over their 
extensive domains as the Percies then were. 

Harding say»that King Henry blamed Henry Hotspur for not 

bringing to lum his prisoner the Earl of Douglas. But Hotspur 

detained Douglas, because if he had sent him he saw no hope of 

grace from Mortimer, who was his wife's brother, «id was then 

King Henry's prisoner. After promising, however, out c^ regard 

to Ids own present safety, to fetch Douglas to the king, he secretly 

letlred from the court to Berwick, and saw the king no more till 

lie met him in the field at Shrewsbiuy. 

RwdiBfy p. sou 
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Whatever were the particular provocationr,* 
it is certain that some dissensions ensued be^ 
tween the earl and bis sovereign. The blood 
of the Percies could not brook an indignity 
from one raised chiefly by them to the throne ; 
and the earl, his son Henry Hotspur, and hiff 
brother the Earl oi Worcester, entered into 
concert with the rebels in Wales, and joined in 
their project of deposing the king, and advancing 
Mortimer the Earl of March to the throne.* 

The Earl of Douglas, prisoner to the younger 
Percy, engaged to join in this enterprise, on 
condition of being restored to his liberty, and 
rewarded with the town of Berwick, if the 
undertaking succeeded. He was also permitted 
to go into Scotland to raise a body of his friends 
and clients to assist in the war. They gave the 
royalists battle near Shrewsbury, in which the 
event was for a long time dubious, and victory 
seemed to change from party to party several 
times, till at length King Henry was supported 
by the coming up of his corps de reserve, and 

* Harding relates Ukai aR tbe lords of England had promised, 
hy thdr ktters to Percy, to assist him in dethroning the king, but 
irgke all their behate. In the preface to bis 20Sd chapter he 
saya that all (he lords deceived the Pereies that, were bound to 
then by their seals, except the £arl of Stafford; which lettestt^ 
says he, I saw in the castle of Warkworth, when I wa» constable 
under my lord Sir Robert Umfraiiville, who had that castle 
of Ring Henry, hb ph by forfeiture of the Earl of Northum^ 
berland* 
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gained a complete vicfoty^ Hotspur was slairr^ 
and Earl Douglas, after perforaiing the noblest 
feats of hemic courage, was taken prisoner. 

The old Earl of Northumberland, at the 
time of his son's setting out on this fatal expedi^ 
tiot), lay sick at Berwick* As soon as be wa» 
able be directed his march towards his son, at 
the h^id of a good body cf(^ troops 5: but finding 
the Earl of Westmor^eland in his way, and also 
f^^Cieiying iufteiligettce of the defeat artd death of 
hh son, he retired to the eastle of Warkwortb-. 
Being soon after ordered to attend the^ kii^ at 
York,, be obfeyed the summons, and made the 
best apofo^ he couM for his conduct.^ This 
Was so far admitted,, that the king cimtented 
himself with securing his person and divesting 
Mm cft part of bis estates ; for the castles of 
Berwick, Afcwick,. Warkwortb, and others^ 
being then held by the earFs nsen, tfnd his vas- 
sals having Kiany other strong places in Norths 
umberkind, a revolt of that province to the 
Scots Was apprehended as the consequence, if 
severer measures should be taken against their 
hftd^ However, the gentlemen of the country, 
besides renewing an oath of fealty to the king, 
were required to swear, that they would not 
give the Eart of Northumberknd counsel, aid, 
vr service, agafinst Henry or his heirs. 

The earl was kept prisoner till the 19th of 
February, 1404, when he received restitution 
«f honours and lands, the Isle of Man excepted^ 

F 
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This restoration was attended with gr^at s<l^ 
lemnity, in the presence of the assembled estatei? 
of the kingdom* The eommons gave thank» 
to^the king in full parliament for the favour 
shewn to the Earl of Northumberland. The 
same day, at their request^ the king commanded 
the Earls of Northumberland and Westmore- 
land, in token of perfect amity, to kiss each 
other in open parliament, and. to take each 
other by the hand thrfce,. which they did. The 
same ceremony passed between the Earls of 
Northilmberland and Dunbar, on the 22d of 
February then following. 

A short time afterwards, the king and his 
council, with a view fco promote the security on 
the side of the north, made an agreenient with 
the Earl of Northumberland j by whicb the earl 
engaged to^ deliver up, before the feast of St. 
Margaret, to persons having commission from 
the king, the castle of Bel-wick, and also the 
castle and forest of Jedburgh with all their 
dependancies, which, had been granted by a 
charter of Edward III. to the earl's grandfather, 
Henry Lord Percy and his heirs. The eaarl 
consented also to resign an annual revenue of 
500 marks out of .the .customs of the town^ of 
Berwick. The king in return eng«tg^d to settle 
on the earl and liis heirs, lands and; tenements 
iequal in value, and accompanied with the same 
honours that belonged to the possessions now 
resigned. In case of failure of the king's part 
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^T tBis covenant, all things were to be restored 
*o the earl in the condition wherein they were 
at present held by him; but if the king should 
fulfil it, stU the goods in the said castles that 
belonged to the earl, or the value of them, were 
to be ddivered up to him. This agreement was 
confirmed by the oaths of the king said his 
counsellors on t)ne part, tmd of the earl on the 
other. The earl had been brought before a 
parliament that met this year, to be tried for his 
conduct for the part he had in his sob's insurrec- 
tion. The l(MPds found him guilty only of a 
trespass, subjecting him to a fiue, to be imposed 
at the pleasure of the king. This the king 
remitted, but his jealousies were not removed. 

In the summer €>f 1405, a new conspiracy and 
insurrectioH was produced against the king of 
England, wherein the Earl of Northumberland 
joined the archbishop ^ York, Thomas Mou- 
bray son to the late Duke of Norfolk, hereditary 
Earl Marshal, Lord Bardoif, and othw malecon- 
tents. Although in appearance reconciled to 
the king, Northumbei^land had suffered from 
him, in hk femily and interest, what he never 
could forgive. Besides the fall of his son in the 
batde of Shrewsbury, and the execution of his 
brother after it, the post of high constable which 
Henry had conferred on him for life, and the 
wardenship of thecal marches, which had been 
possessed by his son Hotspur, were givai to the 
king's third son, John of Lancaster, afterwards 



116 rasTOBir <iw 

Duke of Bedfoisd; and ttSie wacdemHip of t}» 
west marches, whkb old Hort^uxi^t^rl^nd him- 
self had faeld^ uras conferred on his riviil neigh- 
bour the Eatl of WestmoreJand, The jealousy 
entertained by the king further a|>peared by th^ 
TesignatioA be had dem«i9ided from the eari ot 
the castles ^ Berwick and Jcvihurgh^ Th^se 
Irritatiotns were extended to lifae earl's fri^da 
and clients, by #ie king's appointm^pl: of oon^ 
missioned to compound wifch sw^ m m U- 
lowed the earl in his late insiu^recjbipfi, ^d to 
grant them particuladr loharters <of reooii^sion^ ^ 
their paying the lines required; although; ai| 
act of grace had been passied, compreh^endi^g a^ 
;such offenders. 

The activity and art of the Earl of Westmore- 
land defeated the projeot of this insi^rection in 
its beginning ; for wbUe the 3Earl of North- 
limberland was preparing to join his forces to 
Ihose^ of the archbishop of York and the Earl 
]yiarshal» these» his confederates, were seized and 
executed as traitors at York. The king himself 
on his arrival at Fomfret, issued orders to the 
wardens oi the east and west marches to confis* 
cate all the lands, fortresses, and other posses* 
sions of the Earl of Kocthumberland ; and soon 
after, having received ^intelligence that the earl 
and a great number of his friends and accom- 
plices, adherents of thi^ .king'« enempies of ScQtr 
land, were at 4;hat time in the castle and Umjn 
<Qf Asrwick, frwd wheniciQ they iqij^s^d ^§ 
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IpH^s fiatbful wbj^cts in the adjacent country, 
^lie issued orders to the sherifiF of Yorkshire to 
sumnion thewhsole military force of l^at country 
to attend liim at Newcastle, m order to proceed 
against these ti^aitors. The khig Is said to have 
eoUected £br tbis^expedition^an army of thirty* 
seven tikousand men. He also ^!!ErFied Mong 
with him artiB^ery ^nd en^nes neeessaiy for 
iilk^ places of strength* The £afl ^f STortb* 
^mberland, too weak to withstand so gceat 1^ 
^wer, flied into Scotland^ aecompamed by Lord 
Bacddf,; and cmiarying with him his ^r^idson, 
Jt^h^ .^tm of Henry Hotspur. Alnwidc and the 
^thm fortressies in Northumberland possessed 
hy the earl w^ce in a i^ort time^ and with little 
oppc^jition, iiedujced. * 

M^my of the :S09tjCh prisoners taken at the 
It^attlai of Humbkiton and Shrewsbury had been 
.^yiBf since detained in £ngland. Some of these 
itlie ^ng ofiered to restore, if their friends or 
ilklndred .woiild^seize Northumberland and Bar- 

* Aeoorifing ^ Hardinf , ihe ^asUe of War^wordi w{» suiv 

•j^ndered to Henry m he inarched northwards^ after a siege of 

eight days. Tlie garrisoa had liberty to go where they would 

with horses. and harness. The castle of Alnwick was yielded to 

'the king without resistance^ on his return from Berwick, by 

Henry Percy of Athoi and William Clifford, wlio obtained the 

:<aame eonfytions as the garrison of Wark worth had done* The 

«!captaifl8>of Alnwick being summoned by the king as he passed 

.northsrards, answered^ That let him once win &rmkk, and they 

.<tiould jidd. 

flardUig, P|i 203. 
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dol^ and deliver them into his liands. Sir 
David Fleming of Cumbernauld, whose guests 
these refugees were, gave them timely notice 
of their hazard, and assisted them in making 
their escape into Wrfes, where they joined 
Owen Glendourdwy, who was in arms against 
Henry. In the year 1407, the Earl of North- 
umberland, accompanied by Lord Bardolf, re- 
turned from Wales, and being joined by several 
of his adherents in the north, marched into 
Yorkshire. * At Tbirsk he published a mani- 
festo, containing the reason of his taking up 
arms; and considerable numbers flocked thither 
to his • standard. But Sir Thomas Rokesby, 
sheriff of Yorkshire, with other knights of that 
couTity, levied forces, and attacked him at 
Bramham Moor, where, after a sharp conflict, 
Northumberland was slain on the field, and 
Bardolf mortally wounded. ^ This event took 

 

^ Some writers say, the Earl of Northumberland and Lord 
Bardolf returned from Wales to Scotland, and that they entered 
England by the northern counties^ at the head of some Scottish 
troops, levied by the conniirance of the Duke of Albany, regent 
of the kingdom. 

Rapin, quoting Walsingham, vol. i* p. 499. 

^ Fordua's account of this transaction differs from the relations 
given of it by the English historians. He says Northumberland 
was ruined by the perfidy of Sir Thomas Rokesby, one of his 
vassals, who advised him by letters which he sent into Scotland 
to levy a few Scots, and enter Northumberland, assuring him 
that he would 1>e immediately joined by such numbers as would 
enable him either to dethrone King Henry, or at least to force 



ALNW1C35: CASTLE. 119 

place on the 2d of March, 1408, in the 9tli of 
Henry IV. The earl's head was cut off, then 
white with 9ge»« and sent to London, where it 
was elevated on a pole, and exposed .publicly 
through the streets, and afterwards s^t up oa 
the bridge^ His quarters were placed on the 
gates of London, Lincoln,. Berwick, and New- 
castle; but in the month of May following, 
they were taken down^ and. delivered up to his 
friends- to be buried^ 

The Earl of Northumberland had two wives. 
He first married Margaret, the daughter of 
Ralph Lord Neville, and sister to the first ElarJ 
of Westmoreland* By her he had issue three 
sons, Henry, named Hotspur, Thomas, and 
Ralph. To his second wife he married Matilda, 
the widow of Sir Gilbert UmfranviUe, Earl of 
Angus, daughter of Thomas Lord Lucy. Out 
of her great affection, she settled upon his lord- 
ship, and his heirs, all her honours and lands. 



that king to a treaty^ and thereby recornr all hh former ponses* 
aions. Northumberland, trusting to the fidelity of Rokesby, 
hastened to his destruction. For having fixed on a day when 
he was to enter Northumberland, and appointed a place where 
Rokesby was to meet him, Rokesby betrayed him to King Henry, 
and collected secretly such a force as enabled the traitor to ait 
off both Northumberland and his firlend Bardolf, at a pkce called 
Berry more. Ford. 1. 15. c.19* This account of the fate of 
Northuokberland is not improbable ; and the English historians 
have perhaps suppressed the treachery of Rokesby out of flattery 
to the house of Lancaster. 

* Hidfoth's Bold.. Hvtt, f • 37t^ 
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the baronies of Coekertnouth and l^gtmtont t» 
Catnberland^ and the baronies of Langley ancf 
Pnlifflioe in tfeis cottnty, on condition of quar^ 
tering the arms of the Lucie^ wMi his own.- 
By her the earl had^ no isMe. 

Hemy Hotsptrr, Lord^ Fercyr shewed in his^ 
early youth a m^tiai^ disposition^ At the coro- 
nation of Kibhard II. when his father wa» 
ereated* earl, he received the order of knight- 
hood; In the 9th yeas? of that reign' he was 
made' governor of Berwick^ and wardeft of the 
marches towards Scotland;' and in this office he 
Was so aetwe; that the Scotcfr gave him the 
appelfatfofr ctf Hotspur. ^ In the same year he 
was sent to^Calkis, where Me testified \kh valour^ 
In the lltb year of the same re%n he wa» 
elected knig&t of the garter; but being envied 
at court for thenrifitary &meJie had acquired,, 
his adversaries,, who had gained the sovereign's^ 
ear, prevailed t6 get ^m' an appointment at sea; 
to repel the French,, who threatened an* inva^^ 
mm ; in which, he ae^itted himself with grea6 
honour. Iir the same year the Scots entering' 
the east marches, he eneountered them at Otters- 
burn, slew the Earl of Douglas with his own 
hands, and mortaHy wounded the Earl of 
Murres ; but, pressing forward^ wa» taken pri^ 
soner by the Earl of I>unbar, together with hifr 
brother Ralph, and carried into Scotland. He 
bore many honourable commissions in this? 
reign; and in the succeeding, one^. being aai 
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afftendaRi ooi his &ther when tbe crowir wa$ 
placed o» the head of Henry IV. amc»ig other 
murks of royal fevour, he was made shmff 
of Northumberland^ governor of Berwick arid 
S^oxburgb^ and justice of Chester, Nor A Wales^ 
and Flintshire. He also had a grant ef t^ 
castle and lordship c^ Bamhurgh for Bfe, and 
of the whole county and dcvninibn of Angteseai 

He mamed Elizabeth the eldest daughter of 
Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, by Philippa 
his wife^only daughter and heir of Lionel, Duice 
of Qarence, second Surviving son of EdwaM 
III. by whom he had issue one son, Hewiry, and 
©ne daughter, who married John Lord Clifford^ 
and survridi^Mm, to her second husband mar- 
ried Ral^ Neville, second Earl of Westmore- 
land. 

Henry the son and heir of Hotspur, after the 
death of his father,, and when an iiifant of tender 
years, was. carried into Scotland by his grand- 
father, the old Earl of Northumberland, in hii^ 
flight from Berwick; and the earl left him 
behind, when he found it necessary to abandon 
Scotland, and seek refuge in Wales. He wasi 
detained in Scotland as a captive; but he was 
liberally educated at St. Andrews hy tbe bishop,, 
and met with such honourable hospitality, that 
grateful impressions alone filled his mind. In 
the month of May, 1415, Henry V. granted a 
5afe conduct to seven commissioners from Scot- 
land, coming into England to treat with certaim 

Q 
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persons appointed by the king, concerning ti^e 
deliverance of Murdoch, Earl of Fife, S0n to ifie 
Duke of Albany, from his long imprisonment. 
He was maide prisoner at the battle of Hum- 
bleton m 1402, and had since that period 
remained in captivity. The project was to 
exchange him for Henry Percy, the son of 
Hotspur. By a happy union of humanity and 
good policy, the king in his- last parliament 
(April, 1415) readily granted a petition pre- 
sented by young Percy, * requesting to be re- 
stored to the estates and honours of his father 
and grandfather. * The exchange was accord- 
itogly effected ; and Henry Percy took his seat 
in the parliament held at Westminster, October 
>9th, as Earl of Northumberland, and in that 
quality paid his homage to the king. 

'^ Henry Percy the son of Sir Henry Percy tKat was slayne 
at Shrewesbery, and of Elizabeth the daughter of the Erie k£ 
Marche> after the death of his father and grandsyre was exiled 
into Scotland in the time o£ King Henry IV. but in the time of 
King Henry V. by the labour of Johanne the Countes of West- 
merland, whose daughter Alianor he had wedded in coming into 
England, he recorered the king's grace, and' the couiitye of 
Northumberland. 

Ex Reg. Monast de Whitby*. 

® To Henry Percy hd granted his lands clere. 
That to the Duke of Bedford then given were. 

Harding, c. f09L 

Percy was* restored to the dignity of Earl of Northumberland 
in the last English parliament, but- was not liberated from h]» 
captivity in Scotland till about the end of the year 141 5» 
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In the 4rth year of the reiga of Henry V- 
the Earl of Northumberland was constitmted 
^^eral warden of the marches of Scotland, 
and during this seign held many distinguished 
offices. King Henry, before setting out on his 
last expedition to Fraace^ committed the keep- 
ing of the town of Berwick and the wardenship 
iif the east march to the earl ; for this be was to 
receive in the time of war £50001 and in the 
time of peace or truce between the kingdoms, 
half of that sum. to be paid by advance quarterly 
out of the king^s exchequer. He received the 
order of kqighthood with Henry VL and many 
accompanying peers, from the hand of the Duke 
of Bedford then regent. 

In the 14th year of. Henry VI. he advanced 
towards the Scottish marches with a body of 
four t^usarid men, " but was met within hi$ 
own territories at a place called Piperden on 
Brammisb, not far from the mountains of 
Cheviot, by Wiltiam Douglas, Earl of Angus, 
at the head of nearly the same number of forces. 
A fierce contest ensued, in which the Scots were 
victorious ; and Sir Richard Percy :and several 
knights and gentlemen were slain. 

In the 27th year of Henry VL the hostilities 
^•conmiitted on tlie borders, which proceeded 

* It was not known, says Boethius, whether he had a commi*- 
«ionjto .invade Siiotland firom the king of England^ or whether he 
tuadettook-the enLerprwe hitaae]{, p* 266. 
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rather from the animoi^ty and ambttion oF iSke 
^chieftains of the mapches, thaai from any public 
direction, prodiiced an open rupture between the 
kingdoms. The Skirl of Northumberland and 
the Earl of Salisbury, who were the wardens of 
the east and west marches, invaded Scotland at 
^he head of two different armies, and destroyed 
the towns of Dunbar and Dumffies* James 
Douglas^ Lord of Balveny, a brother of the 
Earl of Douglas, soon revenged these incur- 
sions, by burning the town of Atewick, and by 
spoiling and laying .waste the county <of Ounj- 
berland. This was followed by still greater 
^orts for retafiation and defence on the part 
<){ England. A considerable army was led over 
the western march by the Earl of "Northumber- 
land ; and was met near the river of Saik by 
a Scofch army, under Hugh, Earl of Ormond, 
-and Sir Thomas Wallace of Craigy. A bloody 
l>attle ensued, wherein the Scots were victc^ious. 
Three thoui^ahd English are said to have been 
either slain in the field or drowned in their 
flight in 4he Frith of Solwa9\ Many of them 
wepe also takiexi prisoners, among whom was 
Lord Percy, who fell into the hands of his enei- 
!thies, while J^iavely exerting himself to rescue. 
9iis ff^er from Ae like &te. 

In the contest 'between Henry VL and the 
Duke of York, the Earl of Northumberland 
:supported the king with all his power; and in 
the j;reat carnage at the battle of St Albans, ob 
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itlie &9d of May, l4iAS, the earl ^ and many emi- 
«i00k pa*son$ cm the kiiigts side were slain. He 
'^vas interred in the chapel of the blessed Virgin 
in the dibfoey of St. Albans. 

This earl f&c the better security of the castle 
ef Alnwidk againnsrt^ the <SfC4>t^ embattled it by 
l^aye from ^e erown in the 12tb year of Henry 
VI. He also. cQHised the town to be fortified 
writh a 4gtone wall of considerable strength^ with 
'lour gates and sg;aare towers. In the time of 
peace ^d leisui^ he patronized learning and 
3the liberal arts. He most generously bestowed 
thi^e fellowships on the University College it^ 
Oxford, directing them to be filled up by fit 
,j>erson$ born in the diocese of Durham, York, 
or Carlide ; the natives of Northumberland 
always to have the preference, if as deserving 
«as^ ol^er candidates. 

He married Eleanc^, daughter of Ralph, Earl 
^ Wertmoreland, and had by her nine sons, 
vifz. Henry ; John, who died in infancy ; Tho- 
mas, created Lwd Egremont» who was slain at 
the battle of Northampton; 36th Henry VI. in 
the king's tent, when the king was taken pri- 
soner; Ralph, who was slain at the battle of 
Hedgley Moor in Northumberland ; John and 
Henry, who died young ; William, Chancellor 

^ Th' erie then •of Noilhiiinberiaiid was th^Fe, 
Of aodata cbenoe dmmu a»rthwilh, th« klngf 
Ji'Ad slain unknown by any man were there. 
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of the University of Cambridge, asid Bishop oi 
Carlisle ; Richard, not jioted in history; Greorge, 
a Prebend of the collegiate church of Beverley, 
He had also two daughters, viz. Catherine, who 
married Edmund Grey, Earl of Kent; and Ann, 
who was married thrice, first to Hungecfprd. 
Liord Molins, secondly to Sir Lawrence Bidaa- 
ford, knight, and lastly to Sir Hugh Vahan. • 
. Henry the third Earl was. thirty y;ears of iage 
when he succeeded to the . title. In the 4th 
year of the reign of Henry VI. he was knighted. 
The Duke of Bedford first knighted the king, 
and then the king in like manner conferi:ed the 
same honour on several of the sons of earls, 
among whom was this Henry Lord Percy, then 
about two years of age, and the king not more 
than five years old; he having succeedeni to 
the throne before he had completed the ninth 
month of his age. In the 20th of the same 
reign, he was retained governor of the town 
and castle of Berwick, with the east marches of 
Scotland He married Eleanor,* the daughter 

^ Henry Percy the third Erie of Northumberland, by the 
loeane of Henry Cardinal of England, and of the tytle of Saint 
£ii;3ebriy wedded Alianor tde dawghter and heire of the Lord 
Poinings Fitspayne and of Bryane, (whose armes he quartered 
the first cote, " Six peeces harrewayes Ore and Veri a bendld 
Gules" The seconde cote," Gules a bendlet azure upon three 
fyons argent pasmunt gariaunt") and he gate 6f hyr Henry the 
4th Erie of Northumberland, Alianor, Margaret, Elizabeth, and 
others. 

Ex Reg. MoDfett. de Whitby. 
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and heiress of Robert Lord Poinings, who wai^ 
zkain at the siege of Orleans, and in the 25tli 
year of that reign had livery of the possessions 
of that family. In the 27th year of the same 
reign he was sumHioned to parliament by the 
title of Lord Poinings; in the 83d year he 
succeeded to the honours of the Earldom of 
Northumberland; arid in the 88th year of that 
reign he was constituted justice of all the forests 
north of the Trent. 

In the struggles arid contentions between 
the houses of York and Lancaster, the Earit 
of Northumberland joined the party of King 
Henry and Queen Margaret ; and was with the 
queen in the north when the king was taken 
prisoner at the battle of Northampton. Mar- 
garet exerted all her efforts to raise forces rn 
the northern counties ; and having by the sup- 
port of the Earl of Northumberland collected 
an army of eighteen thousand men, she marched 
southward to attempt relieving the king. The 
Duke of York marched hastily against her ; 
and disdaining to be braved by a woman, had 
the 'temerity to encounter her army, though 
more than three times stronger than his ov^nv 
in the neighbourhood of Wakefield in York- 
shire, on the 30th of Dcceimber, In this battle 
the duke and his. second son Rutland were 
slain, and bis army vanquished. The victori- 
ous queen marched southward, and on Shrave- 
Tuesday^ at St. Albans, obtained a vict(»ry over 



Igg HISTOltY OW 

the forces unda- the Duke «f NoifoBc, tfie Eait 
<rf* Warwick, and otbei^s who were left to govern 
the king. By this even^ he negained his Kfeerty ; 
but finding great levies Gomiiig against him, he 
prudently retreated with his party to the nopth. 

Edward, the young Duke of Yolk, having 
been proclaimed king by the name of Edward 
IV. left London on the 12th of March, 1461^ 
leading forth a powerful asmy to pursue the 
unfortunate Henry in his retreat, who iaad still 
a great party attached to him in the northern^ 
parts of the king^m* 

The Earl of Nortlwimbedaitd, desirous is^ 
avenging the death of those whom he d^uiy 
Ipved, was well prepared to receive ftis enemies %, 
and left King Henry with his queen and son 
in the city of York^ for then-, greater safety. 
On Palm-Suaday^ MaTCk 29th, 1461^ bothar- 
inies were within sight of each other between 
Saxton and Towton; King Henry's forces 
being eenipu ted at sixty thousand, and King 
Edward's at forty-eight tfaansasKl.^ After a 
most tedious and bloody conflict, wfcich con- 
tinued during three days, tiie arnay of Henry 
experienced a total def(^t; which filially de^ 
Gided the quarrel in faroar of the house ^ 
York* There were slain on both sides^ upwards- 
of thirty rsix thouaand seyen hundred persons all 
£iaglis^^ Besides^ many other men of renown 
the Earls of Northnmberland and Westmore- 
land fell in the. general carnage. The Earl 
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of Northumb^land commanded the vanguards 
The snow blowing in the faces of his troops, 
so that they could not see how to direct their 
arrows, he led them on to chaise sword in* 
hand; and a bloody conflict continued for ten 
hours, in which the earl waa slain, but how, or 
by whom, it is not known. 

Henry's queen soon after passed over into 
France to solicit the assistance of Louis XL 
who allowed her to levy a small nui^'ber of 
troops; and Peter de Breze, a commander g£ 
great fame, who had incurred the king's dis- 
pleasure, and was at that time in prison, was 
restored to liberty on condition of conducting: 
the troops raised for her service into England. 
Breze, after a hard passage, landed on the coast 
of Northumberland with about five hundred 
men at arms ; and was soon after besieged in 
the, castle of Alnwick by Lord Hastings, Sir 
Ralph Gray, and Sir John Howard. The queen 
was anxious to preserve this garrison ; and this 
afforded an opportunity to George Douglas, 
Earl of Angus, to exert himself in the service 
of the exiled king and queen, who had taken 
care to attach him to their interests by a large 
grant of lands in England. Angus, who was 
warden of the Scottish marches, collected a 
numerous body of horse, and advanced very 
suddenly into the neighbourhood of Alnwick. 
Making shew as if he meant to charge the 

English army which had inyested the castle^ 

R 
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while the fiitter formed themseiyes' in line of 
battle, he brought up a party of his stoutest 
horses to the' postern gate, and Breze brarely 
seconded the effort made to save him by sally- 
ing out with the garrison, when every soldier 
mounting, behind a trooper, or, as others say^ 
on a number of spare horses brought purposely 
tot them, the whole were securely conveyed 
into Scotland ; the besiegers being well satisfied 
tb take possession of the deserted castle without, 
bloodshed. ' 

It is supposed that the gaitmon, before theyr 
retired, had endeavoured to destroy all the arms: 
and ammunition which they could not carry offL 
Accordingly, a fdw years ago^ on opening the 
principal well in the inner ward of the castle, 
which had been- long filled up, the workmen 
found ki it a great number of cannon balls of a 
very ferge size, such as were chiefly used dler* 
Hie first invention of gunpowder ; and which,, 
together with some other things of that kind,, 
had probably been thrown into the well by the- 
garrison. 

Through the treachery of Sir Ralph Gray, 
who was made governor of the castle of Aln- 
wick after the French had left it in the preced- 

^ It 19 said' that this andtisturbed retreat of the Frendi was at 
consequence of an agreement between the besiegei^ and the 
Scotch army. The eastle was entered by Edward's men on the 
SOthof July, 1462. 

Carte, vol. it p. 76<h. 
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lyag summer, or on account of scarcity of provi- 
sions, that fortress again fell into the hands of 
rthe queen ; but hearing of Edward's approach 
with a numerous army, she found it necessary 
to seek refuge in Scotland, leaving the son 
of Breze and Lord Hungerford intrusted with 
the keeping of the castle of Alnwick, with 
a garrison of three hundred men. Edward, on 
arriving in Northumberland, finding no enemy 
in the field, laid siege at once te the three castles 
of Alnwick, Bamburgb, and Dunstanborough. 
Bamburgh was sureendered on Christmas ^eve ; 
mid the Duke <if Somerset and Sir Ralph Percy, 
who had held it out for Henry, were pardoned 
and receiveid into iavour. Dunstanborougfa 
was yielded three days after; and Alnwick, 
which was besieged by the Earl of Warwick, 
the Earl of Kent, Lord Powis, the Baron of 
Graystock, Lord Cromwell, and ten thou- 
sand men, was taken on the 6th of January, 
1468; the French general Breze at the head 
of some of his own countrymen, and a con- 
siderable army of Scots, having attempted in 
vain to relieve it 

Queen Margaret still renewed her efforts; 
and the interest she had cultivated with somp 
of tlie Scottish chieftains, and the hopes of 
booty, inspired by the license she gave of plun- 
dering, enabled her again to enter Northumber- 
land at the head of a very numerous army. Sir 
Halph Gray surprised the castle of Bamburgb, 
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which, as well as that of Alnwidk, was in the 
keeping of Sir John Astley^ and having gar- 
risoned it with Scotchmen, held it for the queen. 
The Duke of Somerset and Sir Ralph Percy, 
animated by the accounts they received of her 
numbers and successes, deserted Edward, and 
joined her with their followers. But the storm 
was soon quashed by the vigilance and bravery 
of Sir John Neville, Lord Monfacute, whom 
Edward had appointed warden of the eastern 
march. A party of Henry's forces were defeated 
by Neville at Hedgley Moor, where Sir Ralph 
Percy, deserted by the Lords Hungerford and 
Ross, his companions in command, fell fighting 
bravely in the field of battle; several of his 
faithful attendants sharing in hi« fate. ^ Three 
weeks after, Neville having attacked the princi- 
pal invading army in their camp at Livels, near 
Hexham, totally defeated and dispersed them. 

The Earl of Northumberland having been 
attainted, Lord Montacute was in reward of 
his great services created Earl of Northum- 
berland, by patent dated* the 28th of May, 
4th Edward IV. and received a grant of the 



^ Tercy, when dying, saifl that lie liad saved the bird in ^9 
iosam ; meaning that he had kept his promise andoath to Henrj- 
yi. In memory of his fall was erected on the field of battle, 
the cross which still stands at a small distance from the highway 
lietween Glanton and Wooler^ called Ferey'r Cross ; and bearing 
on its four sides rude sculptures of the armorial ensigns of thr 
iamily of Put cy. 
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forfeited es^tate of the family of Percy. .The 
Nevilles had great influence all over the king* 
dorn, but they were particularly formidable in 
the north; and the king at length began to 
pave the way for reducing their power in this 
quarter, by receiving the fealty of Henry Percy, 
the only son and heir of Henry, Earl of North- 
umberland, who was slain in the cause of Henry 
yi. at the battle of Towton.* Being in mi- 
nority when his father was slain, he was com- 
mitted to the tower of London. His swearing 
fealty was succeeded by his liberation from his 
imprisonment in the tower, which had con- 
tinued from the time of that battle, till the 27th 
of October, in the 9th of Edward IV. when 
he was brought before the king at Westminster, 
took the oath of allegiance, and was set at liber- 
ty. Soon after, the king was petitioned by the 
gentry and commons of Northumberland to 
jrestore Percy to the estate and honours of his 
ancestors. This was done in the spring df 
the following year, on the resignation of John 
Neville, who was promoted to the higher title of 

^ King Edward ferid then the Lord Montacute, the Erie of 
'Warwikes brother, whom he had made Erie of Northumberlaade, 
and 80 primely cauaid men of the countery to desire the rightful 
faeyre Percy, sun to Henry that was, slayne at York felde : and 
so Percy was restorld, and made Montacute a Marquis and his 
«unne Duke of Bedforde, which should wedde the Kinges eldest 
jdoughter, which^by possibilite should be King of England. 

Lei Col. vol. i. p. 5(KV^ 
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Marquis of Monte^ue. But Montague would 
never have acquiesced in losing such solid ad- 
vantages for an empty title of superior honour^ 
bad not the king ^employed other methods to 
gratify his ambition, and attach him to himself. 
. Henry, the fourth EotI, on his restoration 
to the title and inheritance of his ancestors, 
received th^ wardenship of the east and middle 
marches, and afterwards bore many honourable 
oommissions from the crown. He had the 
!Bhief command pf the English army which was 
marshaled at Ainwicl^, and besieged and took 
Berwick iii the 82d year of the reign pf Edward 
IV. In the battle qf 3o6 worth Field, in the 8d 
year of the reigii of Jlicbard III. he is charged 
(by Hall and Buck) with acting a treacherous 
jmrt to a wvereign frofp whom he had received 
considerable mark^ of confidence and esteem, 
by withdrawing bis troops, or otherwise stand- 
ing an idle spectator of the dreadful conflict of 
that day. It is certain he was immediatdy 
received to the favour of Henry VII. 

In the 4th year of Henry VII. the earl 
received a commission to treat of a peace or 
truce with the king of Scotland or his commis- 
sioners; and had power given him to depute 
others to manage this negociation, eith^ in his 
own presence or absence. In 1489, Henry hav- 
ing engaged in the war in Bretagne, a tax, heavy 
and unusual, was imposed by the English par- 
liament for defraying the expense of sending 



forces to assist the old Duke of Bretagne against 
the French king. The people of Yorkshire and 
Durham refused payment, and maltreated th^ 
cdlledtors* The Earl of Northumberland, who 
was at that time president or lieutenant of the 
nt^rth, represented the state of affairs to the 
king; but in return received ei^press osdera 
not to make the least abatement of the s«tm$ 
imposed. These oi'ders the earl communicated 
to a meeting of the principal persons of t!i6 
country ; and^ in an imperious manner, declared 
his resolution to see tbetn executed. This being 
soon made puUic, the people became so enraged^ 
that a multitude of them assaulted the earl m 
his house of Cockledge near Third^^ and put him 
to death, together with several of his servants. ^ 
The Earl of Northumberland married Maud; 
the daughter of William Herbert, first Earl of 
Pembroke of that name^ and by her he had 
issue four sons and three daughters. ^ He aAct 

^ Dr. Perey, in his Reliques of ancient English Poetrj, pub^ 
HUies Skelton^s epitaph on this earl, written soon after his deaths. 
Slcelton, who commonly styled himself Poet Laureat, died ii^ 
1529. He represents the earl's dome8tics> barons, knights, and 
esquires, as deserting their master, and %]ng, being in concert 
with the commons. 

Rd. Edgk Poet* toI. i. p. 110, 111, lit.. 

'^ His datighter Eleanor married Edward Stafford, the thirdt 
Duke of Buckingham. His younger son, Allan Percy, D. D» 
was the first provost of St. John's College in Cambridge, appointed 
hy the executors of the foundress, Margaret, Countess of Ricb* 
Kond, 
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hU kdy were buried at Beverley, and a stately^ 
tomb was erected over them. The sepulchre 
is in the inner cbapel, under a marble stone 
plated with brass. On the 15th of September, 
1678, his lady's monument was opened, when 
the body was found in a stone coffin, embalmed 
ami covered with cloth of gold, and on her feet 
were slippers embroidered with silk and gold, 
by her side a wax lamp, and a plate candlestick 
wHh a candle. 

Henry the fifth Earl was, in the 1 2th year 
of Henry VII. one of the chief commanders of 
the king's army in the battle of Blackheath. 
In the year 1503, when Margaret, the king's^ 
daughter proceeded on her journey to Scotland 
to celebrate her marriage with James IV. accom^ 
panied by the Earl of Surrey and a splendid 
retinue of English nobility and gentry, the Earl 
of Northumberland, warden of the east marches, 
jofined the cavalcade on its entering his terri^ 
tories. Thus conducted and accompanied, the 
young queen proceeded to Edinburgh, where 
the marriage was celebrated with great pomp 
and festivity ; — a marriage superlatively me- 
morable, as proving the foundation of a real and 
lasting union between the kingdoms, though by 
consequences so slow and remote as point out 
a direction superior to tlie utmost stretch of 
human policy. 

The magnificence of the Earl of Northum- 
berland is mentioned at this marriage, when ia 
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splendour he exceeded all the nobility present 
Hall says he outdid them ^^ for the richness of 
his coat, being goldsmith's work garnished with 
pearle and stones; and for the costly apparel 
of his henxmen, and gallant trappers of their 
horses^ besides four hundred tall men well 
horsed, and appareled in his colours* He was 
esteemed both of the Scots and Englishmen 
more like a prince than a subject.'' He had 
also with him his officer of arms, named North- 
umberland, arrayed in a livery of velvet, bearing 
his armorial ensignia. 



8 



' It may not be uninteresting to the reader to find here a 
description of the Earl's household^ as it exhibits the fashion of 
the age, as well as the magnificence of the familj^. It is extracted 
from a book^ entitled, '^ The Regulations and Establishments of 
Henry A. Percy, the fifth Earl of Northumberland." Begun 
in 1512. 

The original manuscript is in folio, on strong thick paper. In 
the year 1770, the then Duke of Northumberland caused it to 
be printed in one volume octaro, containing 505 pages, with an 
excellent preface. The book is an exact copy of the MS. both 
In style and orthography, and even the very errors : there are no 
points or stops in the original, therefore none in the printed copy, 
bot the want of them is occasionally supplied by the proper dis* 
posal of the capital letters. The only innovation is the subjoining 
to some articles the algebraic mark of equation, not then known. 
All numbers are expressed not by figures but by mimerical letters. 
There are frequent arithmetical mistakes, and the sum total does 
not always agree with the enumeration of the articles ; these are 
left as they stand in the MS. 

It contains many curious particulars, which mark the manners 
and way of living in that rude, not to say barbarous age, as well 
I S 
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On the accession of Henry VIII. thV earf 
was continued in the office of warden of the 
marchesy which he bad filled in the preceding^ 

as the price of comitioditfes. A few of them are extracted froitr 
that piece, wiiich gives a true picture of ancient manners, and i» 
one of the most singular momiments that English antiquity afford* 
OS ; for we may be confident, bow-ever rude the strokes, that nO' 
Baron's family was on a nobler or* more splendid footing. 

The family consists of 1 66 persons, masters and servants : 57 
strangers are reckoned upon every day; on the whole 2251 
Twopence halfpenny is supposed to be the daily expense of eacH 
for meat, drink, and firing. The prefa^ says : — 

'* A thousand pounds was the sum assigned for keeping my 
Lord's house. The number of persons was 1 66 ; 61. Os, 5^d. 
each person annuallyj or 2s. S^d. weekly. At a time when 
wheat was sold at 5s^ Sd* per quarter, 6/. Os, 5|t/. would pur-- 
chase just 22 quarters 3^ bushels of wheat; which, at 5s. a 
bushel now (in 1770) would cost 44L J7*» 6d. Consequently 
at this estimate the annual proportion to trach person then was 
nearly equivalent to 45/. per annum of our present money : a 
very great allowance to be distributed through so large a family 
as tliat of the Earl's household." 

Th& whole expense of the EarFs family is managed with an 
exactness that is very rigid, and if we make no allowance for 
ancient manners, such as may seem to border on an extreme; 
insomuch^ that the number of pieces which must be cut out of 
every quarter of beef^ mutton, pork, veal, nay stock-fish and sal- 
mon,, are determined^ and must be entered and accounted for by 
the different clerks appointed for that purpose. 

If a servant be absent a day, his mess is struck off. If he go 
on my Lord's business^ board-wages are allowed him i eightpence 
a day for his journey in winter, and fivepence in summer: whei^ 
he stays in anyplace, twopence a day are allowed him beside thar 
maintenance of his horse. 
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Telgn. He served in the Fjrench campaigB, and 
was present at the battle of Spurs- In the 14th 
lof Henry VIII. he was made warden of the 

.Somewhat above « quarter of wheat is allowed for eviery niiHi4h 
throughout the year> and the wheat U estimated at fire shillings 
and eightpence a quarter. Two hundred and fifty quarters of 
malt are allowed, at four shillings a quarter. Two hogsheads 
•are to be made of a quarter, which amounts to above a bottle and 
A third of beer a day to «ach person, and the beer will not be 
xerj strong* 

One hundred -and nine &t beeves are bought at All-hallo w-tide, 
at thirteen shillings and fourpeiice a piece ; aud twenty-four lean 
4)eeves to be bought at St. Helen's, at eight shillings a piece. 
These are to be put into the pastures to feed, and are to serve 
irom Midsummer to Michaelmas, which is consequently the only 
itime thatlhe family eatsiresh beef. During all the rest of. the 
jear they live on salted meat. 

One hundred and sixty gallons of mustard are allowed in- the 
year; which seems indeed requisite for the salt beef. Six hun- 
'dred and forty-seven sheep are allowed, at twenty-pence each ; 
And these seem also to be all eateii salted, except between Lammas 
^nd Michaelmas. 

Oidy twenty-fi^e hogs are allowed, at two shillings each; 
twenty-eight veals at twenty-pence ; forty lambs at a shilling. 
These seem to be reserved for my Lord's table« or that of the 
upper servants, called the knights' tablej the other servants, as 
they eat salted meat almost through the whole year, and with few 
•or no vegetables, had a very bad and unhealthy diet So that 
ihere can be nothing more erroneous than the hiagnificent ideas 
of the Roasi Beefqf Old JEttgland. 

We must entertain as mean an idea of their cleanliness. Only 
^seventy ells of linen, at eightpence an ell, are annually allowed 
ibr this greAt family. No sheets are allowed* This linen was 
.4nade into eight table-cloths for my Lord's table and a table-cloth 
,ibr the kjiights. This last was probably only washed once a 
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whole marches, which office he executed for 
some time, but soon after began to solicit Im 
discharge, and ceased not till he obtained it; 

month. Ofdy forty shilKngs are allowed for washing throughout 
the whole year ; and most of 4t seems expended ^n the Hnen 
belonging to the chapel. 

The drinking, however, was tolerahle, naroelyi ten t«ins and 
two hogsheads of Gascony wine, at the rate of 4/. iSs* 4^ a tun j 
only ninety-one dozen of candles for the whole year. • 

The family rose at six in the morning, dined at ten, and sup- 
ped at four in the afternoon. The gates were all shut at nine, 
4ind no further ingress nor egress was permitted. 

My Lord and Lady have set on their table for breakiast, ai 
seven o'clock in the morning, a quart of beeo as much wine, two 
pieces of salt fish, six red-herrings, four white ones, and a dish of 
sprats. On flesh-days half a cbyne of mutton, or a chyne of 
4>oiled beef. 

Mass is ordered to be said at six o'clock, in order, says the 
fiousehold book, that all my Lord's servants may rise early. 

Only twenty -four fires are allowed, besides the kitchen and haH, 
^nd most of these have only a peck of coals a day allowed them. 
After Lady-day no fires are permitted in the rooms except half-fires 
-to my Lord's and Lady's, and Lord Percy's and the nurstry. 

It IS to be observed that my Lord kept house in Yorkshire, 
where there is certainly much cold weather, after Lady-day^ 
Eighty chaldrons of coals, at four shillings and twopence a 
chaldron, suffice throughout the whole year; and because coal 
will not burn without wood, says the household book^ sixty-four 
loads of great wood are also allowed, at twelvepence a load. 
This is a proof that grates were not then ^ised. 

Here is an article — *' It is devised that from henceforth no 

capons to be bought but only for my Lord's own mess^ and tluit 

^he said capons be bought for twopence a piece, lean and fed io 

the poultry ; and master chamberlain and stewards be fed with 

^capons, if there be strangers sitting with them." Pigs are to he 
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iHt liis own instance giving place to the Earl 
<£of Surrey. It is said that the earl suffered 
.greatly in reputation by declining this service, 

>.lbought at threepence or a groat a piece ; geiese at the same price, 
vchickens at a halfpenny, hens at twopence, and only for the 
. aboFe-mentioned tables. 

Here is another article---'' Item, it is thought that no good 
plovers be bought at no season but only Christmas and principal 
vfeasts, and my Lord^to be served therewith, and his board end, 
and no other,. and*to be bought for a halfjpenny or a penny a piece 
.^t the moflrt. 'Woodcocks are to be bought at the same price, 
ilMurtridgesat twopence, pheasants ^t a shilling, peacocks the same." 

My Lord keeps only twenty-seven horses at his own charge ; 

rliis upper senraots have allowance for tnaintaining their own 

j^iorses. These horses are, six gentle horses, as they are called, 

.at hay and hard meat throughout the year; four palfreys, three 

liobbies and nags, three sumpter horses; six horses for those ser- 

ifvants for whom my Lord foniishes a horse, two sumpter horses 

>more, and three mill-horses, two for carrying the corn, and one 

wfor grindiiig it; whenoewe may infer that mills, either water or 

^windmills, were then unknown, at least very rare. Besides these, 

:lhere are seven great trotting horses for the chariot or waggon. 

::He allows a peck of oats a day, besides loaves made of beans, for 

t&is prindpai horses ; the oats at twenty-pence, the beans at two 

shillings a ^|^ua<ter. The load of hay is at two shillings and 

'cightpence. When my Lord is on a Journey, he carries thirty- 

.-<six horsos along with htm, together with bed and other accom- 

einodation. The inns, it seems, could afford nothing tolerable. 

My Lord passes the year In three country seats, all in York- 
-.ahire; Wr^sel, Leckenfield, and Topcliff; but he has fbrniture 
tionly for one: he carries every thing along with him, beds, tables, 
fckairs; kitchen utensils, all which we may conclude were so 
«>Goar8e that they could not be spoiled by the carriage ; yet seven- 
4ten carts and one waggon suffice for the whole. One cart 
■suffices £()r tis kitchen utensils,. cooks' beds, &c. 
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and even incurred the contempt of his bww 
tenants. He died in the 18th of Henry VIII. 
and was buried at Beverley. 

One remarkable t^ircu instance is, that he has seven priests in 
his hou8e> besides seventeen persons^ chanters, mnsicians, &c« 
belonging to his chapel ; yet he has only two cooks for a family 
of two hundred and twenty-three persons. But in p. 388, men- 
tion is made of four cooks. Perhaps the two servants, called in 
p. 325, groom of the larder^ and child of the acuUery^ are, in p. 
388, comprehended in the number of cooks. 

Their meBfi were certainly dressed in the slovenly manner of 
a ship's company* It is amusing to observe the pompous and 
even royal style assumed by this Tartar chief: he does not give 
any order, though only for the right making of mustard, but it 
is used with this preamble:—*' It seemeth good to us and our 
council." N. 

If we consider tlie magnificent and elegant manner in wlndi 
the Venetian and other Italian noblemen li?ed, with the progress 
made by the Italians in literature and the fine arts, we shall not 
wonder that they considered the tdlramountaine nations as bar- 
barous. The Flemish also seem to have much excelled the £ng* 
lish and even the French. 

Yet the Earl is sometimes not deficient in generosity : he pays, 
for instance, an annual pension of a groat a year, to my lady of 
• Walsingham, for her interest in heaven ; and the same sum to 
the holy blood at Hales. 

No mention is any where made of plate, but only of the hiring 
of pewter vessels. The servants seem all to have bought their 
own clothes from their wages. Neither is any glass mentioned. 
It only came in use about 1557* 

Specimens of the Spelling ;— " Rewards to Playart for Playes 
playd in Chrystymas by Stranegers in my house afler xz d. every 
Play by estimation. Somme xxxiii s. iiij d. in full contentaction 
of the said rewardys." 

•» Every rokker in the nurcy shall have by yere xx e." 
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The eaxl married Eleanor, the daughter and 
at length heiress of Edmund Beaufort, Duke 
of Somerset, by Eleanor his wife, daughter and 
heiress of Richard Beauehamp, Earl of War- 
wick, whawas great grandson of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaster. The earl had three sons ; 
wz. Henry; Thomas, a party in Ask's con- 
spiracy, was arraigned before the Marquis of 
Exeter, high steward, and executed at Tyburn 
29th Henry Vlll. from him the succeeding 
Earls of Northumberland descended ; and Inge- 
ham, who died without issue. The earl had 
also two daughters^ viz. Margaret^ who married 
Henry 'Lord Clifford, the first Earl of Cumber- 
' land of that name ; and Maud, who married 
John Lord Conyers, whose heiress Margaret,, 
married Sir Arthur Darcy, knight, ancestor of 
the Earl of Holdemesse, who in her right was 
Lord Conyers. 

Henry the i^ixth Earl was deeply in love with 
the fair Anne Boleyn ; but by the art of Cardi- 
nal Wolsey, and even the royal interposition, 
he was withdrawn frona an attachment, which, 
it is said, gave great anxiety to the sovereign. 
Notwithstanding the earl's early afiection for 
the Cardinal, in 1580, he was one of the king's 
commissioners to arrest him for high treason. 
He was summoned to the parliament at West- 
minster, in the 21st year of Henry VIH. 
when both the archbishops, two dukes, two 
marquises, his lordship and twelve other earls» 
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four bishops,, twenty-five barons, twenty-two^ 
abbo^, and eleven knights and doctors, signed 
the famous letter or declaration to the Pope,^ 
concerning abuses in the church,- He was one 
of the knights of the garter, and warden of the 
east and' middfe marches,-^ He married Mary,, 
the daughter of George^ Eari of Shrewsbury, 
and died without issue- 
Sir Thomas Percy,, the younger brother or 
the Earl of Northumberland, having engaged 
in the in&uniection in^ YorksKire, called i^e jpi/- 
grimage of grace y was attainted for rebellion,. 
«id hanged at Tyburn, previoui^ to the death 
of the earl his brother, to whom he would have 
been heir. The earl dying soon after, gave • 
away a great part of his land to the king and 

^ Iti the month of October, 1^532> while fie heTd this appoint-^ 
mentj the inutual inroads on the borders became frequent and' 
^estroctir^. Sereral Scottish hamlets heaving been burnt^ m' 
vetaiiation for thb injury, a village within three, miles of Warfc-^ 
worth was given to sach a furious conflagration, that the earl^ 
lodging at the latter place, dressed himself At midnight by the 
Sght of the devouring flames. The earl, to revenge this incursion, 
expressed bis intention of delivering Kelso to the flames, so that^ 
no place near the borders might remain to receive a Scottisb 
garrisoD. Tlfis Mheme seems to have failed; but he detached 
fifteen hundred mea who burnt Brai^zholmi the rendence of Scotr- 
of Buocleugh^ a violent enemy of the English. This inroad- 
commenced at seven in the evening, and flaming villages marked 
its progress; and though Lidsdale was spared, to excite suspicion 
against its owners, the captives amounted to forty, with three 
hundrtd cattle, and sixty horses^ 
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ethers, by reason of which the title of this earl* 
dom remained dormant for some time ; the cas- 
tles of Alnwick and Warkworth being during: 
that period in the hands of the king. Queen 
Mary restored Thomas^ Percy, son of the said 
Sir Thomas,, and nephew to the sixth earU to- 
the honours^ and estates of his ancestors; the 
patent setting forth that this restoration was? 
made " in consideration of his. noble descent^ 
constancy of virtues, valour in. deeds of arms, 
and other shining qualifications." ' 

The ceremony of the creation of this seventh 
earl, at Whitehall, on the 1st of May, 1557^ 
was attended with great pomp. The proces-- 
aon was preceded by eight heralds and twelve 
trumpeters ; and he was accompanied by the 
Earls of Pembroke, Arundel, and Rutland^ 
and Lord Montague, walkings in the middle, 
dressed, in robes of crimson velvet, a hat of 
crimson velvet, and a coronet of gold. 

In 1557, the earl- received a. commission^, 
appointing him warden of the east marches and 
captain of Berwick ; * wherein Lord Wharton 
wase joined with, him, and powers given them 

S- The two commissions to tbe £arl of NorlhuisbeTiaiMl aj^ 
point i^ijp wttrden-general of the marches of tlie kingdom of 
England towards^ Scotland^ viz, in the parts of the middle march 
and queen's dominions of Scotland^ and keeper of Tynsdale and 
Ridsdale ; also lord warden^ &c. in the parts of the east march 
and queen's dominions of Scotland, and captain of Berwick upon 
Tweed. The powers granted te him in these offices are the same 

T 
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to act eitlier conjunctly or apart. A short tS»^ 
afterwards a commission was giveti him tb be 
warded' of the middle and east march,, to whii^ 
litter command was anneaced the captaincy of 
Berwick upon Tweed; About Martinmas^ iii 
the same year, the earl, accompanied by his 
Brother Sir Henry Percy, Sir John Forster^ 
and others, chiefly those of the middle march^ 
purposing to make an inroad itito Scotland^ 
they were met by Sir Andrew Ker and a great 
body of the men of Tiviotdale, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cheviot, almost on the boundary 
between the kingdoms. A sharp engagement 
ensued, in the beginning of which the English 
were beaten back ; btit recovering themselves, 
Ihey obtained a complete victory over the Scots,, 
taking prisoner their leader Sir Andrew Ker,. 
with, several' of his followers^ Bir John FoB^ter 
Sought with bravery in this skirmish, whereiR 
he was desperately wounded, being shot througli 
the mouth, and also had his horse kilied under 
him. In 1568, the ealfl with his brother Hefflry 
having entered Scotland, obtailied a Victory 
bver the Scotch near Swinton ; and the saiDe 
year engaged the French auxiliaries with equal 
-success near GriMon. 

The Earl of Northumberland durftig hk w»- 



aa belonged to them in the times of the late king9 of Ei^land^ 
There is also a power in these commissioDS of concluding tnice» 
ftom week to week* 



ALNWICK CASTLE, 147 

denship was actively engaged in il^^ mutu^ 
/encounters and inroads of the borderers ; but 
ooACerning these enterprises few particulars are 
recorded. The earl carried the sword of state 
before the queen to the parliament bouse in the 
^th ye»r of Queen Mary. He was one of tibe 
eleven lords who protested againjst the validity 
of English ordinations, 8tfa Queen Elizabeth. 

In the 12th year of Queen Elizabeth, the 
iSarl of Northumberland entered into the great 
northern conspiracy, which ultimately proved 
fatal to him. There had, not long befwe, 
been a secret negociation entered into between 
several of the Scottish and English nobility to 
bring .about a marriage with Mary, queen of 
^kx>ts, at that time a prisoner in England, and 
the Duke of Norfolk, a nobleman of excellent 
character, and firmly attached to the protestant 
religion. But all their designs were at once 
overthrown by the displeasure shewn by the 
<][ueen pf England ; the project of this mar- 
riage, md the steps secretly taken to accomplish 
it, beifig fully discovered to her by her favour- 
ite .L^cester; when the JDuke of Norfolk and 
Mveral of his friends were committed to the 
towen 

The Earls of Northumberland and Westmore- 
land, who were papists, and zealoudy attached 
to the queen of Scots, had not only embarked 
in the project of the intended match, but also 
fermed plots of their i^wn for restoring Mary to 
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liberty ; and maintained a secret correspondenee 
with the Duke of Alva, the Spanish governor 
'of the Netherlands, who promised them aids both 
of money and of men, which were to be landed 
on the Yorkshire coast The dread excited in 
persons conscious ef so much guilt, "by the pro- 
ceedings against their friends in the south, pre- 
cipitated them into an open rebellion. 

It is said that the northern earls had before 
received a summons to make their appearance 
at court ; and that the Earl of Northumberland, 
who was a man of a mild and gentle nature, 
was deliberating with himself whether he should 
not obey the message, and rely on the queen's 
candour and clemency, when he was forced into 
desperate measures by a sudden report at mid- 
night, November 14th, 1569, that a party of *is 
enemies were come to seize on his person. 
The earl was then at his house at TopcliflF in 
Yorkshire, when, rising hastily out of his bed, 
he withdrew to the Earl of Westmoreland at 
firancepeth, where the country came in to them, 
and pressed them to take arms-in their defence. 

The two earls accordingly set up their stan- 
dards, declaring their intent was to restore the 
. ancient religion ; to get the succession of the 
crown firmly settled ; and to prevent the des- 
truction of the ancient nobility, &c. Their 
common banner, on which was displayed the 
cross, together with the flVe wounds of Christ, 
was borne by an ancient gentleman, JRichard 
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Norton, Esq. of Norton-Conyers, and on this 
x>ccasion he and his sons distinguished them- 
.^elves. Having entered Durham, they tore the 
"bible, &e. and ^caused mass to be said there. 
They then marched on to Clifford Moor, near 
Weatherby, where they mustered their men. 
Their intention was to proceed to York; but 
altering their minds, they fell upon Barnard's 
Castle, which Sir George Bowes held out against 
<them for eleven days. The two earls, who 
^pent their large estates in hospitality, and 
'^^'ere extremely beloved on that account, were 
-masters of little ready money. * The Earl of 

^ About four years before this peiiod, t!he Earl of Northum- 
lierlaEid,- though a papist^ and acoounted one of the English friends 
of Mary> queen of Scotland, did her a Tery ill office in seizing 
-eight tliousand crowns of gold, which were sent, to her from the 
Pope. This money, being driven on shore in the wreck of a ship 
that was cast away on the coast of the earl's groundsi was brought 
to that nobleman, and Mary solicited in vain for the restitution 
of it, both to the queen of England and to the earl himself. ' To 
'the latter she sent on this errand Sir James Melvill, to whom the 
*car], as Melvill himself relates it, caused his advocate to read a 
Jaw in the old Normau language, on which he founded his claim ; 
and eould not he prevailed with by all MelviU's entreatieis to give 
up any part of the sura. (MelviU's Mem. p. 214.) Mary in a 
ietter to queen Elizabetli on this subject, prays her ** to give 
strait commandment and direction to her lieutenants and ofBcers 
on the borders, that the said money and goods be holden together 
iindissjpate and scattered, and be fully restored and delivered to- 
jsuch persous as she (Mary) should direct for receipt of the same.". 
(Keith.) In the Memoirs published by Strype, concerning this 
rebellion in which Northumberland was engaged, mention is made 
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Nortbumberland brought with him only eigirt 
thousand crowns^ and the Earl of Westmore- 
laQd having nothing at all for the subsistence 
<rf their forces, they were not able to march to 
XoHdim, as they had at first intended. 

In these cireumstanees, Westmoreland began 
ho visibly to despond, that many of his men 
slunk away, though Northumberland still kept 
up bis resolution, and was master of the field 
till Deeember 13th, when the £arl of Sussex, 
accompanied by Lord Hunsden and others, 
having marched out of York at the head of a 
large body of forces, and being followed by a 
still larger army under the command of Am- 
brose Dudley, Earl of Warwick, the insurgents 
having failed in their plot of setting free the 
queen of Seots^in the hopes of being joined by 
the Catholics in the other counties, their ardour 
soon began to abate, and their numbers to 
diminish; and they were conipelled to retreat 
northward, towards the borders, where they 
dismissed their followers* The two rebellious 
earls retired towards Hexham, and thence to 
Na worth Castle in Cumberiand. At this plac-e 
their armies dispersed; the earls themselves, 
with the gentlemen and five hundred horse, 
retiring to Scotland. 

of his great poverty, which majr help to account for his being so 
tenacious of this prey from the queen of Scots, who was at least 
as poor as the earl. 

Stsjvti, Meab mm, vol. b p. 509w RidvaOi* p. CIDu 



ALNWICK CASTLE. 151 

The Eari of Nortbumberiand's tenants and 
dependants made a shew of keeping the oastles 
of Alnwick and Warkworth ; but Sir John 
Forrester, the warden of the middle marches, 
coming before these places with a body ^^f 
forces, consisting of such as he couU raise in 
the country, and a detachment from the garri- 
son of Berwick, got possession of them both ; 
those who were either within them^ «r assem- 
bling to defend them, returning in obedience to 
his proclamatioil to their homes. He also, by 
guarding the passes, prevented Northumber* 
land's dependants in that pmi; of Hie country 
from joining their lord. 

After the unfortunate Earl of Nortbumberr 
land had seen himself forsaken of his followers^ 
and was withdrawing from his enemies, he fell 
into the hands of the thievish borderers, and 
was stripped and otherwise ill-traated by them. 
At length he reached the house of Hector of 
Harelaw, an Armstrong, with whom he hoped 
to lie concealed ; ^ for Hector had engaged hi* 
honour to be true to him, and was under great 

^ Crawford's Memoirs sajr that Northumberland was enter* 
tained by the £lliott9, and that the regent, discovering the place 
«f his retreat, took him out of it hj force ; haTing lost Captahk^ 
Berthwiok and others of has foUowei« in the assault. (Crawf. p.. 
1£2.) Others say that Northumberland was found ai Harelawy 
on the west border, among a nest of .banditti of the name of 
Graham, by whom he was betrayed^ and sent a prisoBer to the- 
owtib fif Loeh-leveB* 

Ridpath„ p. 6(32. 
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obligations to this unhappy nobletnan. But: 
this faithless wretch betrayed his guest for a 
sum of money to Murray, the regent of Scotland^ 
who sent him to the castle of Loch Jeven, then 
belonging to^ William Douglas. ^ AH the wri- 
ters of tiiat time assure us that Hector, who 
was- rich before, fell shortly after into poverty, 
and bec^ne so infamous, that, ** To tc^e Hec^ 
tor's doak^' grew into a proverb to express a 
man who betrays his friend. 

In the 1 3th year of Queen Elizabeth, the 
£arl of Northumberland and his Countess were 
convicted of high treason and outlawed. He 
continued in the castle of Loeh-leven till the 
year I5789. when James Douglas, Earl of Mor* 
ton, bein^ elected regent of Scotland, he waa 
given up to Lord Hunsden at Berwick. ^ He 

^ But when Percy to the Armstrongs came. 
They dealt with him all treacherouslye ; . 
For they did strip that nohle £arle. 
And ever an ill death may they dye !' 

False Hector to Earle Murray sent> 
To shew him where his guest did hide;: 

Who sent him to the Lough-leven, 
With William Douglas to abide. 

Dr. Percf'ft Rel. Ehg. Poetry, song 4, vol. '% 

^ As Morton's party depended on' Elizabeth for protection, ai» 
elegant historian thinks *' it was scarce possible for them to refuse 
putting into her hands a person who had taken up arms agauist 
her. But as a sum of money was paid on that aecounti and 
shared between Morton and hb kinsman Douglas, the foaner ^ 
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Vbs thende carried to York, where he wa$ 
beheaded, on the 22d of August; avowing 
with hh last breath the Pope's supremacy^ 
i^Brming the realm to be a schism, and the 
subjects who were obedient to the queen no> 
better than heretics. The Countess of North- 
umberland was accompanied by Lord Seton 
into France. She retired out of Scotland for 
very penury, being miserably entreated there^ 
and forced for her safety to remove from friend 
to friend without rest, fearing ever to be spoiled 
by those barbarous people. The eatl married 
Ann, the daughter of Henry Somerset, Earl of 
Worcester, by whom he had one son and five 
daughters. The son died without issue. 

Tlie patent of restoration made by Queeit 
Mary limited the titles and estates to the late 
earl's male issue, and, in default of this, to hia 
brother Sir Henry Percy.* On his brother^ff 

whom, during his exile in England^ had been much indebted to' 
Northumberland's friendship, the abandoning this unhappy noblt^^ 
man to inevitable destruction was deemed an ungrateful' an^ 
mercenary act." B^jherison's History. The song in Dr« 
Percy's Collection makes Northumberland say. 

When the regent was a banisht man. 
With me he did faire welcome find. 

Dr. Percy's Rel. Eng. Poetry» vol* i. p. 861. 

^ The Earl of Northumberland was succeeded by his brother 
Sir Henry Percy, in virtue (ita Carte) of Philip and Mary'» 
letters patent. May 1557, granting the earldom to Thomas mk 
the heirs male of his body, and in failiire thereof to Henry, with 

U 
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defection, Sii* H^ry Percy made a sh^w of 
great zeal and activity in the queen's service^ 
He was engaged in some skirmishes with the 
rebels,. ^and5 with Sir John Forrester, command- 
ed the troops which routed the Earl of West- 
moreland's forces in the bishopric of £)urham, 
in the T2th year of Queen Elizabeth. 

The queen, November 17th, 1569^ wrote to 
3ir Henry Percy, > testifying her gladness at 
hearing of his loyalty, though against his bro- 
ther Nortliumberland, and assuring him that in 
feWa^d of his fidelity, she would have regard to 
have the continuance of such a house, in the 
person and blood of sa faithful a servant. In 
the 18th of Queen Elizabeth^ he was summoned 
to parliament by the distinction^ of Earl of 
N^tthumberlafid and Baron Percy, in the 
a?th yeai? of the same yeign, being suspected of 
plotting to set the queen of Scots at liberty, he 
was committed prisoner to the tower; and, on 
the 21st of June, was ibund dead in his bed^ 
having three shots from a pistol lodged under 
hi$ left pap, his chamber door being fastened on 
the inside. ^ He married Catharine,, the eldest 

the same limitation ;. the Tatter grant Befng- distinct from that t» 
his elder brother^ and not aiFected by his attainder^ though it 
could not tai^e place till his decease. 

Carte, roL iii.p. 590^ 

®. Popham, the queen's attorney-genera), in his discourse 19 
the peers in the star-chamber, after Sir Henry Percy then Earl 
•f Nonhumberland had shot hinself in the tower, lold then^ 
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laughter and coheiress of John Nevill, Lord 
Xiatimer, ^y whom he had issue eight sons and 
three daughters. 

Henry, hie eldest son, the nintli Earl, suc- 
ceeded him. He was one of those volunteer 
lords who hired vessels to accompany Charles 
Howard, Lord High Admiral, ^gain^ the Spa- 
nish Armada. Being suspected as an accom- 
plice in the Gunpowder Plot, he suffered a 
long and grievous confinement in the tower-; 
his. sentence being an imprisonment for life, and 
a fine of £30,000, though he was convicted in 
the star-chamber fw misprison of treason only« 
In 1614 he paid his fine, hut he did not gam 
his liberty till the I8th of July, 1621, havin|^ 
been confined fifteen years. 

The Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Torporley., a noted 
mathematician, being made knewn to the great 
JEarl of Northumberland,, the generous &vourer 
of all good learning, was received into his 
patronage, and had a pension paid yearly unto 
him, several years from his purse. Thomas 
Hariot went, in 1684, with Sir Walter Raleigh 
to Virginia, where he was employed in the dis- 
covery and rsurvey ing thereof. After his return 



and mstructed what he said from the public records, that the earl 
iiad been brought to his trial for his share in his brother's rebellion, 
.and plotting to liberate Mary, queen of Scots ; that he bad ao- 
imowledged his fiiult, submitted himself to the queen's mercy, 
and had ibeen fined 5000 marlrs. i 
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to England, Sir Walter introduced him to this 
acquaintance of that nohle and generous earl, 
who finding liim a gentleman of an affable and 
peaceable nature, and wdl read m the obscure 
part« of learning, allowed him a yearly pension 
of £120. About the «ame time Robert Hues 
and Walter Warner, two other mathematicians, 
who were know<n also ±o the ead, did also re- 
cei ve of him yeaafly pensions, but of less value ; 
as did Torporley. So that when the earl was 
committed prisoner to tlie tower in 1606, 
Haript, Hues, and Warner, were his constant 
companions, and were usually called the Earl 
of Northumberland's three Magi. They had a 
table at the earl's charge, who did constantly 
converse with them and with Sir Walter, then 
in the tower. TSieir prison was an academy 
where their thoughts were elevated above the 
common cares of life. I'hey explored science 
in all its pleasing forms, penetrated its most 
intricate recesses, and surveyed the whole globe, 
till Sir Walter's noMe fiabric arose, his History 
of the World, probably by the encouragement 
and persuasion of these his learned friends. 

In the 4th year .of Charles I. his lordship 
obtained a confirmation to him and the heirs 
:mal£ of his body, of the title and dignity of 
Baron Percy, in as ample a manner as his 
ancestors had enjoyed the same. He died at 
his seat at Petworth, on the 5th of November, 
1632. He married Dorothy, the daughter of 
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"Waller Devereux, Earl of Essex, by whom be 
iiad issue four sons and two daughters. His 
two eldest sons dying in infancy, he was suc- 
ceeded in bis title and estates by Algernon his 
HAtA son. 

Algernon, ^ the tenth Earl of Northumber- 
land, was about thirty years of age when he 

^ His lordship's brother, Henry Percy, was a repretentatire 
«■ pariiamttit for Northomberiaiid, but was expelled on the 9th 
of December, in the 17th year of Charles L 1641, for endeavour- 
ing to engage the northern army to free his majesty from the 
parliament fetters, pour meitre le Roie hori de peine, as he called 
it ; to keep up his ra^esty's revenue, to maintain bishops in their 
^rights- and functions. He was betrayed, after a solemn oath 
taken by Colonel Goring, afterwards a g^ieral of horse under the 
Earl of Newcastle. With some difficulty and peril he escaped 
their vengeance. History has drawn his' character in most 
amiable colours. His countenance was awful, and commanded 
Tespect. His mind liberal, and stored with knowledge, civil and 
military. This made him as able a general in the field, as he 
was a prudent and wise counsellor in the cabinet. In the former 
lie awed the pturfiameot by his management and address, and in 
the latter embarrassed their measures ; in both firm and intrepid ; 
more formidable by his wisdom than his power, though that was 
.great; which he employed with the ardour aud zeal of a patriot 
in the service of a good master, who, to reward him« created him 
a peer, by the style and title of Baron Percy of Alnwick« 28th 
of June, l64S. He also made him Lord Chamberlain, and gav« 
liim in charge a treasure he loved well, the conduct oi his queen 
^o Oxford. When the power of the parliament became too 
'enormous to oppose, he retreated beyond sea, leaving behind htm 
a great estate and all its splendid apparatus, preferring before 
-them a spotless loyalty, and an unwounded honour. 

WaUis' Hbt. NorUnim. vol. «. p. 577.- 
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succeeded to the honours of his ancestors. Lord 
Clarendon says, ^ that the king took him into 
his immediate and eminent care, and prose- 
cuted him with all manner and demonstr^^tion 
of respect and kindness ; and (as he heard his 
majesty himself say) courted him as his mis- 
tress, and conversed with him as his friend, 
without the least interruption or intermission 
of any possible favour and kindness." 

He attended Charles I. into Scotland on his 
coronation. On the 13th of May, in the, 11th 
year of that reign, he was installed one of the 
Knights of the Garter; and in the 13th year 
he was made Lord High Admiral of England 
for his services against the Dutch. In the 15th 
year he was made Captain General of the army. 
In 1639, his lordship was at the head of state 
affairs. In a letter to the Earl of Leicester, he 
thus expressed his sentiments of public matters : 
" It grieves my soul to be involved in these 
councils ; and the sense I have of the n[iiseries 
that are like to ensue is held by some a disaffec- 
tion in me ; but I regard little what those per- 
sons say." He was one of the four lords toge- 
ther with eight commoners appointed by the 
parliament in the year 164*2 to be commis- 
sioners to the king at Oxford, where he lived 
in princely splendour and magnificence.- A 
charge of high treason was preferred against 
him and the Earls of Pembroke and Salisbury, 
with several members of the bouse of commons, 
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for assisting the parliament. They were indict* 
ed at Salisbury in 1643^ before Judges Heathy 
Forster; and Glanvill; but they could not 
induce the jury to find the bill. He was one 
of the parliament commissioners at the treaty 
of Uxbridge, January 29th, 1644. By the 
order of the lords, the earl and his countess 
were appointed to take the charge of the educa* 
tion of the king's children. He was appointed 
one of the lords conjimissioners of the admiralty 
in 1645; and had a grant at the same time of 
£3000 per annum for his care of t^ie royal 
offspring. He was accused to the parliament 
of assisting his majesty with money ; but there 
being no better evidence against him than hear^ 
say, he was acquitted, and at liberty to pro- 
secute the accuser; and was pres^fited with 
£10,000 in consideration of his losses in the 
north. His lordship, though acting under 
many commissions of parliament, detested the 
cruel murder of his majesty, and did his utmost 
to obstruct it. After which he retired from 
public business, living at his seat at Petworth, 
waiting for a favourable opportunity to restore 
Charles II. in which he took an active part. 

He bore the following titles: Lord of the 
honours of Cockermouth and Fetworth, Lord 
Percy, Lucy, Poinings, Fitz-payne, Bryan, and 
l4i;timer. Knight of the Garter, Lord High 
Admiral of England, Ireland, and Wales, and 
of the dominions and isles of the same ; of the 
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town of Cales and marches of tHe sam^; oT 
Normandy, Gascony, and Aquitaine; Lord 
General of the navy and seas of the said king- 
doms of England and Ireland ; one of the Lords 
of his majesty's most honourable privy council ; 
Lord Lieutenant of Northumberland, Cumber- 
land, and Westmoreland, and Captain General 
of the army to act against the Scots. 

He was twice married. By Ann, his first 
wife, the daughter of William Cecil, Earl of 
Salisbury, he had five daughters. By his second 
wife Elizabeth, the daughter of Theophilus^ 
Eirl of Suffolk, he had issue, Josceline his only^ 
sofi and successor. He died on the 13th of 
October, 1668, and was interred at Petworth. 

Josceline, the eleventh Earl of Northumber- 
land, married the Lady Elizabeth, daughter 
of Thomas, Earl of Southampton, Lord Higb 
Treasurer of England. He was made Lord 
Lieutenant and Custos Rotularum of the county 
of Sussex, and Lord Lieutenant of the county 
of Northumberland. He died at Turin o» 
the 21st of May, 1670, and, being brought to^ 
England, was interred at Petworth. He had 
issue an only son, Henry, who died in infancy x^ 
and two daughters, Elizabeth and Henrietta^ 
the latter of which died at four years of age. 

His only surviving daughter, Elizabeth Pei> 
cy, inherited his splendid fortune, and the an* 
ctent baronies of the family. Being so great a» 
heiress, she was married three times while a 
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Itiitiot. She was first married to Henry Caven-- 
dish, Earl of Ogle» son and heir to the Duke of 
l^ewcastle, who died a short time after, leaving 
no issu^< She was next married to Thomas 
Thynne, Esq. of Longleate, in the county qf 
Wilts; who was assassinated in Pall-maU, by 
some ruffians hired by Count Coningsmarcb> 
whose ol:^eet was to marry the widow* Her 
third husband was Charles, Duke of Somierset, 
and she was stil^ a minor, as^ was also the duket 
By his grace, her ladyship iiad issue sereot b&m 
and six daughters, one only of s^uch daughters 
left issi»», viz^ Catharine Seymour, wife pf Sir 
William Wyndham, Bart whose eldest son 
Charles, Earl of Egremont, had the possessions of 
iheanci^Dt Earls of Northumberland in SiiaseK^ 
Yorkshire, ami Cumberland. Her graqe dJed i» 
1732» on which her eldest sui^ving sonyAlg^f^ 
BOB Seymour, Duke of Somerset and Earl of 
Hertford, was created Earl of NorthuBaberlandu. 
The Earl married Frances Thynn^ dau^ter 
and coheir of Henry, only son of Thomas, 
first Viscount Weymottth, by whom he ^ had 
isaue' <Maly ene daughter, and one scm, George 
Viscount Beauchampy who dying unmarried in 
17M, all the baronial honoura 4}f her father,, 
together with the estates of the ancient Earla 
j?ercy in Middlesex and Northumberland, com^ 
ptising the several baronies of Percy, Lucy* 
Joinings, Fitz^Payne, Bryan, &e. descended to 
Sliaabeth hia only da^ighter and heiress. 

X 
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Her grace married, July l6th, 1740, Sir Hiigfr 
Smithson, son of Langdale Smithson, £sq. hy 
Philadelphia, daughter of W. Revely, Esq. of 
Newby, in the county of York. On the deatb 
of his grandfather^ Sir Hugh Smithson, Bart, 
of Stanwick, which happened in 1789, he sue* 
ceeded to the title of baronet, and to his grand- 
father's estate. On the death of his relation^ 
Hugh Smithson,' Esq. of Tottenham, he eame 
into the possession of other estates in Yorkshire 
and Middlesex: ; and also succeeded his relation 
as Knight of the Shire for the county of Middle- 
sex, which he represented in three parliaments. 

His" lordship, in 1752, was appointed one of 
the lords of the bedchamber to George H. 
In 1757, he was installed Knight of the Garter 
at Windsor. In 1762, he was appointed Lord 
Chamberlain to the queen, and a privy coun- 
selk>r; also Lord Lieutenant of the counties 
of Middlesex, Northumberland, and Newcastle 
upon Tyne. In 1768, he was honoured with 
the high and princely office of Lord Lieutenant 
ef Ireliuid. He was created Duke of North- 
umberland and Earl Percy, to him and the 
heirs male of his body, by patent, October 22d, 
1766 ; and Lord Louvaine, Baron of Alnwick, 
with remainder to Algernon^ his second son, 
and the heirs male of his body, by patent, Janu- 
ary 26th, 1784. In 1778, his grace was ap- 
pointed master of the horse, which he resigned 
iu 1781. By his illustrious consort^ bis ^race 
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^}iad. Issue two sons and one daughter, viz. 
Hugh, born August 14th, 1743, O. S. Eliza- 
beth Anne Frances Percy, born April 6th, 174f4, 
and died unmarried May 27th, 1761. Alger- 
non# the present Earl of Beverley. 

With a princely fortune .his grace sustained 
his exalted rank through life with the greatest 
dignity, generosity, and splendour, . and will 
ever be considered as one of the first characters 
of the age of which he constituted so distin- 
guished an ornament. He was a very conspi- 
jcuons inatance of what great things may be 
done by .common caro, working upon large 
property. The establishment of his grace was 
as magnificent as it was possible for any English 
pobleman's to be. * He had at all times three 
xnansion-houses, and at last four, in occasional 

^ The following extract from the public occurrencee Jn.17^ 
4vrill convey some idea of the splendour which accompanied the 
^public entertainments of this noble family :-* 

" June 5th, 1 764.— The grand illumination designed by the 
'Carl an'd Countess of Northumbeiiand as a compliment to hU 
wnajeBty% birth-day, -was this evening exhibited: 1500 {)ersons 
<if distinction were inrited^tfae garden was decorated with lOftOO 
lamps, 400 w«re fixed to the balustrades descending by the steps ; 
these had a most beautiful e^ect ; two hands of music were pro- 
Tided, one in the great gallery, which was iliuminated with an 
astonishing degree of splendour ; the other in the garden, each 
answered the other alternately ; and, upon ILord Granby's en- 
tvanee, struck up, — ' He <;ome8, be comes, the conqnering hero 
«ome8 i' which was instantly fbliowed by a j^eneral huzza from 
ltji£ whole company." 
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aise, Se was a constant encourager of literattirc 
and the polite arts, and his generous patronage 
of every kind of merit elevated him highly in 
the public esteenu He spent immense sums in 
very costly decorafions ; pictures by every mas- 
ter — even for copies he gave five hundred gui- 
neas each; gardening by Browne; buildings 
by Adams. In the last two articles he is sup- 
posed to have spent sixty or eighty thousand 
pounds. In supporting the elections of his 
iriends, his expenditure was stMnetimes very 
large ; and yet, notwithstanding all l^ese calls 
ivpon Jiim, so efficacious was order and manage- 
ment, that his possessions a^umulated consider- 
ably. He purchased the property on which his 
,son Lord Percy had his seat in Yorkshire ; and 
the mansion, manors, and Jborougbs of Hum- 
phrey Morice in the west. The tasteful manner 
in which he repaired the ancient castle of Aln- 
wick has been already noticed ; and the spirited 
improvements which he made in the town of 
Alnwick and the adjacent country, aj?e monu- 
ments which will recall his memory ;to the 
grateful remembrance of posterity. 

In constant bounties and eleemosinary dona- 
tions, both public and private, his munificence 
was too large to be concealed. In the works 
of charity, his eminent and ilhistrious consort 
took an active and distinguished part; and« 
jamidst a happy liberality, the most perfect 
jeconomy and singular regularity wexe observed. 
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"iThe innumerable charities they petired fOTth 
were bestdwed xritii such admirable propriety, 

t^tliat each person relieYed at the gate brought a 

:tieket as an authority to ihe ojfllcer far the 
dispensation <rf the regulated bounty, whereby 

«t4ie necessitous atid meritorious only w&ae ad- 
mitted to a participation. ^ 
Meir ^race died December 6th, 1776, wbicli 

*' Here^e caflnolrcslrt the pleasure of rielatlng an anecdote 

ilifglily charatteristlc of her ]ady8hip.«^Her grace returning- fh>m 

,ati Mring in ht r . eharioi, passed throoigh the ranks of people 

5io 4he gatfrwiiya, who attended to reo^ve tlie daily distributioa 

to the poor. A %vidow, oppressed with grie^irous necessity, could 

<iot leave her domestic employment to attend with her ticket, but 

intrusted it to her daughter, a girl about seven years of age, who 

.look her parentis place at the gate. Her grace obserred this girl 

<«nil)loyed in icAitting, whilst all the rest of the indigent group 

sat with Hie i^a^ds. She seat a servaut to bring the chHd^ who 

rt^eeived the message with astooisboient aud apprehension ; and 

loUowed the messenger with trembling steps, rev^olving in her 

mind the supposed offences she had committed, and looking witli 

eyes swimming in tears on tiie Ill-fated work she held in her hand, 

4u the cause of her grace's displeasure. Pale with apprehension 

of reproof, she approached the duchess ; confusion and dread were 

"•Uended upon her features^ whilst looks of limid innocence Hved 

in her eyes. Her grace perceived the child's distress, but con- 

i^eived not the cause. When the child )»ad collected courage 

enough to give her the power of expression, she began a falter- 

Atig and fearful excuse for the supposed crime she had committed 

M knitting at tiie gate. A smile of divine benevolence arose 

upon tlie couQteaanoe of the duchess— simplicity and native 

Hinocence have great charms — she was won by the child's sensi" 

bility as wel! as by her industry. The child was taken from her 

indigent mother, clothed, aud put to school. 
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was her birth-day, when she completed her 
^sixtieth year, and was interred in the family 
vault in the chapel of St Nicholas, in West- 
minster Abbey. Her monument is compound- 
ed of the ancient Roman monumental style, 
and that whidi obtained in the rei^s of Eliza- 
beth and James I. 

In the centre is a pyramid surmounted by a 
flaming vase, and having at its base an antique 
iluted sarcophagus of white marble, in whose ^ 
front is inserted a bass-relief representing the 
Duchess in the character of Charity relieving the 
distressed. Over this, on a pedestal of the same 
material, is an urn supported by two weeping 
boys. On each side of the pyramid are placed 
!tw6 altars of white marble, adorned with fes- 
toons and rams' heads, and surmounted by 
flaming vases; and against these altars stand 
two statues representing Faith and Hope ; the 
latter alluding to the family motto cut in large 
capitals under the sarcophagus : 

" ESPERAUNCE ME COMFORTE." 

Below the sarcophagus is an elliptical arch, such 
as is seen in many older adjoining tombs, sided 
by two tablets of white marble, with the Percy 
crescent over two hymeneal torches conjoined 
in saltier reversed, and below them a lion and 
Unicorn seiant. Within the arch is the following 
inscription in gold letters on black marble : — 
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Near thii place lies interred, 
Elizabeth Pebct Duchess of NoRTHUMBBitLAND, 

In her own right 
Baroness Percy, Lucy, Poininos, Fitz-Paynb, Bryan, and 

Latimer ; 

Sole Heiress of Algernon Duke of Somerset, 

And of the ancient Earls of Northumberlaniv 

She inherited all their great and nohle qualities^ 

. With erery amiable and beqevolent virtue. 

Bj her marriage 

With Hugh Dulse of Northumberland 

She had issue, 

Hugh Earl Percy, 

Lady F. Eliz. Percy, 

Who died 1761, 

Lonl Algernon Percy. 

Having lived long 

An ornament of courts and honour to her country, 

A pattern to the gteat, a protectress of the poor ; 

Ever distinguished by the most ardent affection for her family 

and friends,' 

She died Dec. 5, 1776, aged 60, 

Universally beloved, revered, lamented. 

The Duke of Northumberland, 

Inconsolable for the loss of the best of wives. 

Hath erected this monument 

To her beloved memory. 

His grace survived his amiable kdy ten yeafs, 
and died June 6th, 1786. Four years previous 
to his decease, he resigned all his situations 
about the court. He was elected, in the most 
flattering manner, president of the Middlesex 
Hospital and Westminster Infirmary. He also 
held the office of president of the Small-pox 
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Hospital, and a trustee of the British MusefinT:- 
He was sueeeeded by his eldert son^^ 

Hugh Percy, E>uke and Earl of Northum- 
berland. Earl Percy, fearort Warkwortb of 
Warkworth Castle, and a^ Baronet in right of 
his father; aad Baron Petcy, Lucy, Poinings, 
Fitz-Payne, Bfyan, and Lalimeir, in right of 
his mother; Knight of the Garter, Lord Lieu- 
tenant and Vice-Admirsd of Northitoberland 
and Newcastle upon Tyne; Gteneral in the' 
army, and Golond of the Royal Horse Guards ; 
one of the Coumul of State (rf* the Prince of 
Wales in Cornwall j: Constable of Launceston 
Castle,, and High Steward of Launceston ; Feli- 
tow of the Rayal Society, and of the Society of 
Antiquarians He was first married in July, 
1764, to Lady Anne Stuart, third daughter of 
John, Earl of Bute ; by whom he had no issue. 
This marris^e wa5 dissolved by act of parlia-- 
ment. The marriage has by some persons been 
ascribed to the influence of the late Princess^ 
Dowager of Wales ; for as Lord Bute's eldest 
daughter had married Sir James Lowther,^ 
afterwards Earl of Lonsdale, thei^ two mar- 
riages would have united the two great estates^ 
of the north inr the same fiumily. But the 
eaprice of fortune overturned thi» project, and^ 
gave to hm graee a lady of exemplary virtue^ 
and amiable manners. 

In the month of Afay, 17799^ his grace m«r-^ 
ried> secondly. Mm FraaMa JaMa Bi»vrdl,ctfaicd^ 
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daughter of Peter Burrell, Esq. of Beekenham^ 
in Kent ; ^ by whom he had issue, Charlotte^ 
born in July, 1780, died in May, 1781 ; Eliza- 
beth, born December 28d, 1781, died on Mon- 
day the 10th of January, 1820, at Little Syon„ 
in Middlesex, most deeply lamented; Julia, 
bom May 2d, 1783, died March 26th, 1812;. 
Hugh and Agnesi twin*^ born April 20tb, 1785 ; 
Henry Hotspur, born in June, 1787, since' 
deceased; Amelia, born February 7th, 1789^ 

' TiN9 was truly it marriage of affection, and arose from^ a 
circumstaiice ao highly honourable, and so truly interesting, that 
it cannot be omitted in this place. In' the y«ar 1 773, Mr. Bur-* 
tell found that his health was fast declining, when hb physicians 
earnestly adrised him to go to Spa in Germany for the recovery 
ef it. His daughters resolved to accompany him themselves,. 
fearing that those who had only mercenary motives would not 
regard him with that solicitude, he would receive froov those who, 
from dii^ and affection united, would feel the greatest pleasure 
in ministering to his comforts. They shewed that it was not a 
apint of dissipation and gaiety that led them to Sp&;. for they 
were not to be seen in any of the gay and fashionable circles* 
They never stirred from home, exceptr to attend liim when* he 
went to drink the waters. In ^ort, they lived a most recluse 
life in the midst of a town to which there was a resort of the 
most illustrious and fashionable personages in Europe. This^ 
exemplary attention to a father procured them the esteem and 
admiration of all the English at Spa, and waaat length the cause 
of their elevation ta tiie ranlc on which they reflected as much 
honour as they derived from it The Earl of Beverley married 
•he daughter, the Dulie of Hamilton another, who, after hi» 
death, was married to the Marquis of Exeter ; and the Duke o^ 
Northumberland married the third daughter.. 
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married' in May, 1810, to Lord James Mumi]^ 
second son of the Duke of Athol; Frances^ 
born September 13th, 1791, died in August, 
1803 ; and Algernon, born December 15th,. 
1792, and created Lord Prudhoe, Baron of 
Prudhoe €astle in Northumberland, on the^ 
14thof August, 1816. 

The Duke at an early period having devotecE 
himself to a military life, served under Prince- 
Ferdinand in the great seven years* war* * Wheiu 

^During the adtnTnlstration of the RigBt Hon. George 6renTi}le> 
(father of the Marquis of Buekinghatn) Sir Andrew Agnew^ the 
Governor of Tynemouth Foft; was supposed to he in a bad state 
of health. When any of the Percy family were in the militarjT 
Ihie^ it had been asual to give them the honour of that af^int-^ 
ment, among other reasons, in consideration of the handsome 
manner in' which that noble family had behaved to goyemment 
with respect to the barraoks for the soldiery. On this expected 
opening! the Duke of Northumberland applied to Mr. Grenrille- 
on behalf o£ his son^ and obtained a ptomise of the gorernroent* 
Sir Andrew, however, recovered. The noble Duke renewed him 
application ; he requested and obtained, not the promise of a- 
minister, but of a greater person, ** that his son should be 
appointed to the government on the first vacancy, whenever it 
should happen,*' Ih the month of August, 1771, Sir Andrew 
died. Earl Percy lost no time in writing to Lord North, wfao^ 
was then minister, expressing his full assurance that the great 
personage on this occasion had not forgotten him; but at the 
same time intimating that he esteemed it his duty to declare hi» 
teadiness to accept of the compliment bis father had formerly 
solicited for him. Lord Norths in a very hiconic epistle, replied 
that it was totally unnecessary to remind the great person of the 
promise, as the government of Tynemouth Fort was abeadjr 
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the American war broke out^ he was sent to 
America^ and commanded at the battle of Lex- 
ington. In the London gazette, published June 
10th, 1776, General Gage says, -** that too much 
praise cannot be given to Lord Percy rfor bis 
remarkable activity during the whole day.*' 

On July 30th, 1776, the magistrates of the 
city and liberty of Westminster met at their 
Guildhall to receive the picture of Earl Percy, 
which they had requested of his grace tlie Duke 
of Northumberland, to place in the council 
<5hamber of their hall, ias a testimony df their 
grespect towards that young nobleman, -and ^ a 
just sense of their approbation of the spirit, ^perr 
severance, and resolution, he had shewn la Ihe 
^service of his king and country in America. ^ 

^disposed of to the Hon. Major-general Alexander Mackaj. The 
young nobleman^ with a spirit worthy of his great progenitors^ 
without hesitation seat Lord North an answer to the following 
effect:— -'^ That he had received has lordship's letter with an ^ual 
•degree of concern and indignation ; for that^ wliatever his opinion 
of the present ministers might be^ ke had always looked upon ihtc 
^eat person's own word to be sacred until that moment.^ 

^ At this meeting ibeEer. Mr. Bennet ^lirered .theioHowing 
oration on the subject: — 

** Gentliemen^r-^BOt withstanding your worthy t:hwman i^as 
«o fuUy expatiated on the cause of th'ra cheerful and respectable 
tneeiing, I fee] myself animated, not less from inciinatton than 
from duty, to differ a few words, with jour percnisaioA, on the 
present occa«on. 

" Public virtues and singular acts of greatness have «irer kin- 
•lied in the ttdnd of man An ardent de»re of beholding tiie perMM 
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On the 1 6th of November, 1776, his lord^ip 
contributed essentially to the reduction of Fort 
Washington, at Kingsbridge, near New York ; 
the column led by his lordship b^ing the first 
^hat entered the enemy's tines. 



fOr representafions of those in whom fhey shone : hence examples 
•of great and generous actions have been continually handed down 
to posterity for their imitation and incitement to glory ,-^hence 
Cesar — hence Cato lire ; .and their yirtues remain unsullied by 
the. grave amidst the sust of time. 

" Rome had its heroes — Britain boasts of hers.; and when 
Percy is no more, that picture shall record his deeds. 

^' At a time when the supreme legislative authority of parlia- 

«ient Of er the whole British empire was called in question, — at a 

^me when discof d« disobedienee, nay rebellion itself prevailed in 

Americay*-^ a time when dissipation and every species of luxury 

pervaded this great nation, and its direful influence was visibly 

.'Increasing,-— Earl Percy, disdaining every consideration that was 

unconnected with the common weal, boldly stood forth a cbam«- 

pion for his country, a friend to his kin^, and an enemy to those 

who had fallen from their duty. 

** It was not wealth, gentlemen, that could .urge Him to so 
•dangerous «n undertaking— Fortune had placed him above' the 
pursuit of it ; — ^it could not l)e ambition ; for rank and titles were 
his own :^-but it was public spirit that called him forth ; for he 
.had all io lose, but nothing to gain /—nothing but the true 
interest of his country to acquire. He gave up his own safe^, 
iie made a sacrifice of every thing.; pleasures, 4>rofit, and Interest 
-^-^all were subserviei>t to the common good. 

** Without flattery, gentlemen, I may assert Rome -would 
iiave gloried in such a real patriot ; Rome would have rejoiced 
:to have seei^ one of their nobility so atrenuous in their country's 
tfiUise. 

-^ JBi4t this n^s not all ; 9nd what J have said would bear but 
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In consequence of a misunderstanding be- 
tween America and France, in 1777, a part of 
ihe British cabinet thought this was a favour- 
able moment to step in and widen the breach, 
hy proposing to appoint commissioners to go to 
America to offer terms of conciliation to the 
^congress, and to enter into matters and points 
of negotiation; and as Lord Percy, who was 
wthen in England,. and had seen America, was a 
-nobleman of high rank and great respectability 
•of character, it was thou^t most proper to put 
4iim at the head of the jcommission. When the 
f)roposition was made known to his lordship, 
4ie said he would most willingly and cheerfully 
-obey the commands of his sovereign in every 
situation; nor would he upon this occasion 
stipulate for any emolument whatever ; but he 
lioped^iind expected that he should be honoured 

little resemblance to that great man, were I not to take notice of 
Mb unbounded humanity as «well as public spuit. 

" His tenderness in a time of the greatest calamity ; his r^a^' 
.Aiess in sharing whatever his ample fortune afforded him with the 
common soldier, the widow, and the orphan, has raised his name 
almost aborethe reach of praise. 

** Great as lils own distress was, he overlooked it in tx>mmi- 
-serating and relieving that ef others^ indeed every humane and 
.generous feature of the noble Duke his father is cleaiiy seen in 
the actions of the son. 

*' But it is not to be wondered at, gentlemen, that humanity^ 
generosity, and magnificence, should shine forth with so much 
lustre in the noble Earl, .when they are the acknowledged cha- 
-raderistics oflhe House of Northumberland," 
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with the garter, because that favour would 
reflect dignity and respectability upon the situ- 
ation. The minister, or, as he was then called, 
the ostensible minister, replied, ** tliat his lord- 
ship's request could not at that time be. com- 
plied with, but that his lordship should have it 
when he returned.** Lord Percy, not having 
forgot- the treatment he had met with in the 
affair of Sir Andrew Agnew, shortly answered, 
*^ that he was too well acquainted with courts 
to trust to promises, and if he could not have it 
]>efore he went, be must decline going." It 
must be observed that at this time there weie 
no fewer than three blue ribands vacant ; Lord 
Albemarle's, Lord Chesterfield's, and the Duke 
of Kingston's. But the r^a/ truth is supposed 
to have been, that the secret cabinet were en- 
tirely hostile to the intended embassy of Lord 
Percy. They wished to continue the war with 
America, and therefore when Lord North made 
the request, they refused it, in order to put an 
end to the design. 

From that time his grace was not actively 
employed in public affairs. A state of ill health 
obliged him more than once to go to Lisbon for 
the benefit of the salubrity of that atmosphere. 
He principally attended to the improvement of 
his estates, to the comforts of domestic felicity, 
and occasionally, when important subjects re- 
quired it, to his duties in parliament. The mea- 
sures of Lord North he could not approve ; and 
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those of Mr. Pitt, in several instances, he sincere- 
ly condemned. Feeling for the general and per- 
manent interests of his country, he disregarded 
all local and limited views of temporary minis- 
ters, who were created by one breath, and ex- 
tinguished by another. It did not become an ' 
ancient, great, and highly dignified peer, to 
foster the mushrooms that grew and fed on his 
country. 

The magnificent and splendid style in which 
this nobleman lived, and the encouragement he 
gave to the promotion of genius and seience» 
reflected the highest honours upon himself and 
his country. To call him the liberal patron^ 
the steady patriot, the sincere friend, were but 
cold descriptive designations of his merits. His 
extensive and munificent acts of benevolence to 
the indigent and distressed, with his many acts 
of humanity and hospitality, all ccHitributed to 
render him one of the most estimable characters 
in England, if not in Europe. The magnifi- 
cence of Alnwick Castle, the great baronial seat 
of the ancient Earls of Northumberland ; the 
elegance of Sion House, which for taste and 
beauty is scarcely to be paralleled in Europe ; 
the stateliness of Northumberland House, the 
finished model of a palace for the town residence 
of a ^eat nobleman ; were all kept up with 
unrivaled splendour, and at the same time with 
a judicious and well-regulated economy ; gran- 
deur without ostentation, prudence without 
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parsimony, and dignity without meanness. T&iiy 
is the honourable use of a large estate and a 
princely income. 

His grace perfected the repairiy which hi» 
father had commeneed, with the most consume 
mate taste and elegance. He reclaimed many 
large tracts of waste land, on which were planted 
annually several thousands of timber ai»l other 
trees. The. agriculture of his ample domaiD 
was improved and encouraged witb the same 
liberality ; and many hundreds of families^, by 
the adoption of a most benevolent system, have 
been placed in a state of competency and inde* 
pendence. When the Yiyes and the property of 
Englishmen were menaced by a daring enemy^ * 
the patriotic spirit of volunteer service pervaded 
all ranks of Britons. His grace caught the 
noble enthusiasm^ and, with the approbation of 
his sovereign^ he raised, disciplined, paid,^ and 
clothed, upwards of 1500 of his own hardy 
tenantry, comprising riflemen, cavahy, and ar* 
tiliery, at the head of whom be placed his 
eldest son. This spirited energy, so worthy of 
a Percy, combined to form a glorious spectacle 
which dissipated every apprehension at home, 
uid penetrated with despair the hirelings of 
ambition. Algernon, his grace's second son, 
was at the* same time an officer in one of his^ 
majesty's ships of war, devoting himself to the 
study of naval tactics, and despising the effemi- 
nate pursuits of the day. While we lamented 
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that so many of our young sprigs of fashion 
should disgrace themi^lves and their country 
by the frivolity and vidousness of their pur- 
suits, it was gratifying to behold the sons of 
our. ancient xsolHlity emulating the virtues c^ 
tiieir fordfathers, and honourably devoting their 
talents to the service of their country. 

His grace died on Thiu*sday morning, the 
10th of July» 1817, in the 7Sth year of hisf age. 
He was unrivaled for goodness of heart, friend- 
ship, munificence, and princely protection* For 
fifty-three years he adorned the military prof^^s- 
sion ; and as a statesman tempered the love of 
his sovereign with the love of the just rights of 
the people. He was the father of his tenantry, 
whose gratitude has perpetuated his n>enu>ry by 
the erectkm of a stately column. In all the 
sociial and domestic relations, he was beloved 
and iKlmired, and, had he lived in the heroic 
age, would have been adored tor the exercise of 
his virtues. He was interred in Westminster 
Abbey, and was succeeded by his eldest son 

The most noble Hugh Percy, third Buke 
ax^ Earl of Northumberland, Earl and Baron 
Percy, Baron Lucy, Poinings, yit^^payhe, 
Bryan, Latimer, arid Warkworth, and Baronet j 
Lord Lieutenant and Gustos Rotulorum' of the 
county of Northumberland, and of the town 
aiid county of the town of Newqastle upon 
Tynet Viw- Admiral of the same and of the 

Z 



I 



\ 



178 HISTORY OF 

maritime parts thereof; JDoctor of Laws of the 
University of Cambridge. 

Iti the year 1807, befote his grace had suc- 
oeeded to the fionaars of his ancestors, and 
while Earl Percy, he was elected one of the 
representatives in parliament for the county of 
Northumberland, and acquitted himself, during 
his attendance there, in a manner highly heoom- 
ing hi& noble ancestry, and to the perfect satis- 
faction of his eonstiluents. In 1812, he was 
called to the House of Peeins by the style and 
title of Baron Percy- 

He was married on the 29th of A^til, 1817^ 
to CHarlotte-Florentia, the younger daughter of 
the Right Honourable Edward Clive, Earl of 
Powis, Viscount Clive of Ludlow, Baron Her- 
bert of Cherbury , both in Salop^. Baron Clive of 
Walcot, in Salop in England; Baron Clive of 
Plassey, in the county of Clare in Ireland; by 
Henrietta- A ntonia, daughter of Henry- Arthur,, 
Earl of Powis. Her grace was* born September 
12th, 1787.' 

^ His grac6 the Duke ftiid h^r grace tHe Diic&ess made their 
public entry into Alnwick, on Saturday, June dOth, 3 8 IS. Thej 
were met at Felton» a distance of nine miles from Alnwick, by 
about five hundred of their tenantry on horseback, who accom- 
panied them into the town, where they were received by some 
thousands of persons with loud and repeated acclamations of Joy» 
and a discharge of nineteen pieces of artillery. On this occasion 
there was an ot. roasted whole in the market-pUce, and afUrvardli 
dissected; and distributed araor;g the populace^ as were also several 
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On Thursday, November 28d, 1819, the 
Prince Regent held a chapter of the order of 
the Garter, at which, after the previous c&e^ 
mony of knighthood, the Duke of Northum- 
berland was admitted, and elected to fill the 
stall vacant by the death .of the Duke of 
Richmond. 

During the residence of his grace at Alnwick 
Castle, the style of (Ad English hospitality is 
occasionally kept up. On certain days the 
gentlemen of the surrounding districts, and 
even respectable strangers, are admitted by. a 
kind ef tacit general invitation to the table of 
this noble family. 

The liberality and benevolence i^^'^ ^^ ^* 
nally characterized his grace's illustrious ances^ 
try are perpetuated with riene wed splendour in 
the person of their noble representative. His 
charities are bountiful and extensive, and not 
snore commendable for their extent than for 
the judicidus .manner in which tbey aredispens- 
ed. His beneficence is not partially confined 
to any description of persons ; but embraces 

barrek oF strong ale>.and large quantities of bread and cheese. 
The tenantry w^ho met their graces had an (excellent refreshment 
at the Northumberland Arms in Feltou^ and were liberaUy regaled 
with wine on their arrival at Alnwick Castle. They were after- 
wards sent to the different inns of the town^ where dinners were 
prepared for them; and, afler enjoying themselves for some time 
at their noble landlord's expense, they retired to their respective 
hovaea, highly gratified with the reception they had experienced. 
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the necessitoas and deserving of all parties. 
He is eminently useful in furnishing employ- 
ment for the labouring and industrious, at a 
time when the general dearth which overspreads 
the nation involves this class of the community 
in the most painful and ^presmng situations* 
In the works of charity, his amiable and aceom* 
plished consort bears an eminent part. By 
erecting and supporting schools, they liave pro- 
vided for the instruction of the children cf the 

\ a 

poor in all the useful and necessary braoches of - 
education; and have rend^^ed themselves aB 
universal blessing to the district where they 
reside, in many parts of which are to be seen 
the pieaung monuments of their munificence 
and taste. Their condescension In answmng 
the petitions and requests of their n^umerous 
applicants, and in relieving the temporal wants 
of the indigent and unfortunate, have endeared 
them to the inhabitants, and raised them to 
a distinguished place among the friends and 
benefiietors of humamty. 
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DESCRIPTION OF ALNWICK. 



i^lTUATION AND DESCRIlPTTOK O^ ALNWICK-— 
KEHGIOUS EDIFICES — BENEVOLENT IN8TI- 
TUtlONS — PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND OFFICES 
V— SCHOOLS — MARKETS AND FAIRS— TRADE,, 
POFULATION, &c. 

Alnwk3K^* the county town of Northumber- 
laiid^ is delightfully situated on the declivities 
of a hill on the south side of Aln's silvery 
stream. It is comprehended in Coquetdale 
Ward, and lies in latitude 55** 24" north, and 
longitude, 1"^ 20' west jfrom London. It is 311 
nnles north by west from London, 34| miles in 
the same direction from Newcastle, SO miles 
south by east from Berwick, and about 5 miles 
fi*om the German Ocean, the prospect of which 
is intercepted by a range of hills to the east, on 
one of which is placed an observatory called 
Matchettgh Crag. , 

 /. » 

* William de Alnwick, L. L. P. confessor to Henry VI. and 
4Qeeper of the privy seal, derived bis name from this town. ' He 
^iras recommended'by his majesty and the ministry for the bishopric 
-of Ely, on the death of John* Fordham^ who beld both that see 
^and Durham ; but his installation did not tdkt place in conse* 
^^ence of the Pope's interposition. 
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Alnwick, like other border towns, for its 
security and defence, was formerly surrounded 
by walls, having four gates guarded by square 
towers, viz. Bondgate, Clayport, Pottergate, 
and Bailiffgate. These were erected by Henry 
Lord Percy in the reign of Henry VI. but the 
fortunate cessation of intestine war has long 
since permitted them to fall into decay. The 
gate in Bondgate Street, in the form of a tower, 
still remains as a memorial of the renowned 
Hotspur, by whose descendant it was erected. 

The principal streets are — Bailiffgate Street, 
Narrowgate Street, Bondgate Street, the Mar- 
ket, Fenkle Street, Pottergate Street, and Clay- 
port Street. Besides these there are some other 
places situated on the confines of the town ; as, 
the Green Bat, the Backway or Engine Lane, 
and Canongate Street and Walkergate or Wa- 
tergate Street, which form a kind of suburbs 
to the town. 

BAILIFFGATE STREET. 

This street, which is very wdde and well 
built, is situated on the north side of the town, 
and extends from the castle in a direction to- 
wards the west. The old gate was removed a 
number of years ago. Formerly a cross stood 
in front of the castle, where probably the mar- 
ket or some other public meeting had been 
^held. At the east end of this street is the castle, 
and at the west end the church. About the 
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middle of the street on the north side, there is 
a neat Roman Catholic Chapel, belonging to 
tbe society of Jesuits. Bailiffgate Street is th? 
entrance of the town from the north, and joins 
Narrowgate Street. 

NARROWGATE STREET. 

_ » 

This street has many excellent buildings. It 
farms a part of the great north road, and joins 
Bondgate Street. The Bow-burn, which crosses 
it, is an intolerable nuisance, particularly in the 
winter season. But as there is a sufficient 

r 

descent, a covered conduit considerably low^r 
than the present watercourse might be made 
down the Bow-lane or Bow-alley, and by con- 
tinuing this conduit till it formed a junction 
with the common sewer in Pottergate Street, 
the unsightly appearance and the iiftfonvenience 
to the public would be removed, 

BONDGATE STREET. 

Bondgate Street forms the entrance to the 
town from the south and the east. It is a good 
street, very wide and airy, and within these 
few years has received several improvements. 
But the old gate about the middle of it, which 
belongs to his grace the Duke of Northum- 
berland, being considered an obstruction, a 
few years ago, a number of the principal 
inhabitants made application to the late Duke 
to have it removed ; but, in consequence of its 
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baring been built by his noble ancestor, H^iy 
ibe second Earl of Nortbumberland, son of the 
gallant Hotspur^ and the only remaining struo 
tore efected by that celebrated hero in this part 
o£ the country, he was unwilling to comply 
with their request. The reason urged by his 
grace is of considerable importance ; but at the 
same time it must be observed, that if the gate 
were removed, few provincial towns in tk# 
kingdom could boast of a better street. But 
his grace the present Duke of Northumberland 
having caused an old house to be taken dow»,. 
and a spacious arched way to be made on the 
north side, one of its principalincoijveniencei 
has been obviated, and it is now rendered 
pleasant alid commodious to foot passengers. " 

There are several ancient houses in this street. 
One* of theu^' in particular, from its having the 
De Vesey arms sculptured upon it, must have 
stood from about the year 1290. It appears ta 
have been formerly appropriated to religious 
uses. 

THE MARKET-PLACE. 

This is a spacious square, nearly in the centre 
of the town. On the west side of it is the 
Town-hall, on the south side thef Shambles, and 
at the north-east comer a neat Market Cross. 

FENKLE STREET. 

This street runs parallel with the west side ot 
the Market-place. It is wide and airy^ and has 
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nfsny excellent building, particularly on the 
west side, which stands on a gentle acclivity^ 
The Subscription Library is in this street, as 
was also the Dispensary at its first establish^ 
meat. This street joins Narrowgate' newly at 
the foot of Pdttergate Streets 

l^s^ Street standi nearly perpendicular to 
Narrowgate, and leads up a steep acclivity, at 
the top of which a beautiful structure, sixty 
feet in height, was erected on the site of the 
old gate; . 

ChAYVOnt STBEET. 

Clayport, which is the entrance intd the 
town from the west, is now a most excellent 
street, in consequence of the clumsy old gate 
having been removed a few years ago. Before 
the erection of the Town-hall, the burgesses 
held their public meetings in this tower. It was 
afterwards converted into a poor-house, and for 
some time used as a cotton manufactory. Four 
small square stones with the initial T are all 
that remain to point out its original situation 
and extent. Near the foot of the street on the 
south side is a chapel belonging to the Metho- 
dists in connexion with the late Rev. John Wes- 
ley, M. A. 

THE GREEN BAT. 

This is an irregular street built on the con- 
fines of the town, leadings from where the tower 

Aa 
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sitQod in Claypoirt Street to the tower in 
gate Street. On tlbe «outh 9ide are the Burner 
Meeting-hoi^ andr the Laneastfiaxi SdKiott 
On the north side is the Parish Pooyr^house ani 
Worjk-house. The oorth side is eonnected hy 
lanes with Bondgate Street,, the Market-place^ 
and Clayport Street ; in some of the principal 
of which are the Correction House, Ebenezer 
Ghapel, Bethel Chapel, and Sion Meeting*- 
Ikmse. 

THE BAQKW4Y. 

Thi« leads from Pottergate Toweff to t6e 
middle of Clayport Street. On the east side of 
it stands the Dispensary, and on the west side 
the Fi«e-£ngiiie Houae. 

WALE£RGA7]& OH WATRB,©ATE SIREjET. ^ 

This street forms 9r snburl^ to the north-west 
«ide of the towiu ruining paraQel with Bailiffs 
g^^ Street, an<i le^df«^g from the ti^rth hndge 
to the head of Gaiw?ngate Street, Iva this street 
there is a house which wa/S; fymu^tly a Chapdr 
9^4 dedicated to the L^d^ Mary^ 

CANONGATE STREETf, 

Qanong^te is situa^^d on the ^orth-weat sidi? 
of the town, and has prqhably dmired it;^* nawfr 

7 This street is by noftQ^ etSlH Walkergate, from its having 
formerly had a wali( or fulling; mill for cleansing cloth ai tW|bed 
near it By others it is called Watergate, from i^s contiguity to> 
the water or river. The former is generally c<m»idered its first 
aad most appropriate appellationkr 



fttmi leading to the abbey or house of can&ns. 
it is a toWnsh^p, and hdlds a manor court about 
jf iehaelmas^ ^ -^^Mch €t ste^»*d appointed by 
hy graee the Duke ^f NoMhumberland, the 
I>ilk^« bftililflr, and thirteen fredioMa-s of the 
towilskiip, M jurymen, preiiida After the busi^ 
Aeiss in transaetejd^ the court, with the free^ 
ii^ld^rs that ehoose to attend, retke to a housef 
in Bcmdgate Street, vfMick belongs to tf)e town^ 
itibip, to dine, where a mayor for the ensuing 
year iiit nomiBated £r<^m among the freeholders, 
^and receives a cban*ge to uphold the righto 
and privileges 4>f the township. There is a 
icotiamon or pasturage attac&ed to th^ township, 
<!onsistin^^f about three acres; The produce 
of tbm common, which is let to farm for the 
itoutual benefit of the freehoklersj is at present 
^applied towards repairing iind flagging the- 
jstreet. In 17^9, the manor of this township was 
in the possession of Sir Lancelot Allgood, of 
Uunwick, knight * 

At the foot of this istreet, on the west side, is 
the site of a burial ground, which belonged to 
*he society of Quakers or Friends. It is now 

^converted into a garden. Opposite to this 
l>timl ground there was formerly a market for 
ftmtter and ^gs. The remains of the market 

^srosm were tiaken away about the middle of the 

^eij^t^^th century^ 

•* *WaUld^B Hki. Narthum x<A. ii. p. 389. ' 
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On the west side of this street, and frontiog 
the end of Walkergate, .there is a house which 
in the time of James IL was a presbyteriaB 
Meeting-house. XXaring divine service one .of 
Its niembers, a Mr. Gi^ey, was ^arrested by the 
persecutors for the reformation, which occasion- 
ed it to be shut up for some time. It was agaiii 
opened about the year 16S9 ; but the congrega^ 
tion being so smalls it w^as given up, and most 
of the members joined the protestant dissenters 
of Pottergate Meeting-house* Some time aS!tejt 
this it was opened by the Burghers immediatietLy 
after their first settling in Alnwij^k in 1765^^, 
and was continued by them as a place of wor- 
ship till they procuxeda more convenient situ- 
ation. The pulpit and pews were of hard black 
oak; but they are now taken dowp> and jthe 
house is coni^erted into dwellings. 

At the head of the street there i« a reservoir 
of excellent water, commonly called the Church 
Well ; and by this and a pump about the 
middle of the street, the jtownsbip i^ supplied 
rwith water. 



The town of Alnwick Is, on the Whole, well 
%uilt, and the streets are in general judiciously 
disposed. The houses^ being built mostly <^ 
freestone, have a noble aj^earance; and the 
thatched houses, which are numerous in all ol^ 
4owns, are here rapidly disappearing, and giving 
ipla^e to others which approach to elegance^ 
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TTie streets are in general tolerably well 
-paved ; but in some parts they present a rug- 
redness of surface prejudicial to the cleanliness 
and general appearance of the town, and incom- 
patible with the ease and convenience of pas- 
sengers. Several small portions have been flag* 
ged at different periods by the respective pro- 
prietors of houses ; and a general subscription 
for the employment of the industrious was 
entered into in the winter of 1816, when much 
ipore was accomplished ; yet it is still a subject 
of regret, that so much remains to be done for 
ifhe accommodation of foot passengers. 

It would also tend greatly to increase the 
-convenience and comfort of the inhabitants and 
strangers, if there were lamps lighted at night 
during the winter season. A few public-spirited 
individuals once attempted to promote this use- 
ful measure,; but as the necessary assessment 
was npt levied und^ the authority of an act of 
Parliament, its payment was resisted by many 
Individuals, and the project of course proved 
'^abortive. 
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HELIGIOUS EDIFICES. 



TITE CHURCH. 

This edifice, which stands at a short distajic^ 
ftom the' town j at the end of Bailiffgate Street, 
Is d^ediicated to St Mary and St. Michael. It 
is a large Gothic building; and is yet complete 
and entire: The year in which 'it 'was erected 
canjplot . be precisely known, though from the 
architecture of the arches, and from the arms of 
the Vesey family bmng oh^ different parts, and 
the arms of Percy on otte' of the caps of the 
pillars, it is pretty weH ascertained to have beea 
in the reign b£ Edward I. probably about the 
year 1800. - 

It is in length oh -the north side 1S8 feet ^ 
inches, and oh the i^outh side 136 feet 4 inches. 
The breadth at the east end is 62 feet 4 inches; 
and at the west end 57 feet 8 inches; It has 
two doors and- seven windows in the front, and 
one door and nine windows in the back. There 
are three windows in the east end, and two in 
the west end, with some other small ones in 
different parts. The windows are mostly in 
the Gothic style, and appear to have been once 
of painted glass, representing various figures, 
as there are several panes of that kind yet 
remaining. It has an elegant square steeple, in 
which are contained the bells, . 



Within the ehmreb there are thri^ aistes, also 
ene large gallery supported on fourteen cast 
iron columns. On two pannels on the front of 
the old gallery, previous to its being taken 
d^9fvfri}. toi maket way foir tbke preseiiit o^^ Diet re 
libe following iiijsmptiom :-^ 

** This Gallery erected at the expence of Mr. Mark Forster 
of Alnwick, Merc^al, leserviBg- to him and his beirs the 
middle front seat m»d the seat behind and gaire the profits 
of the. yesidue fisic the benefit of the Church ; and also gave a 
lafge house and garden, situate in Clayport Street^ for the 
mignMtntation of this Curacy;" 



** The said Mr. Mark Forster, in the Year 1726, bequeathed 
the Annual sum of Five Pounds to the Poor of this Farisli, dis* 
tributable on Christmas-day : and also the Annual sum oi Tei> 
Pounds for the Education of poor Freemen's Children of the 
Toirn of Alnwick, and Kkewise a School house in Clayport street 
Ibr the teaching of those Children/ 



»» • 



In the church are the two following inscrip- 
tions :— 

** Captain Benjamin Barton, in the»Year 17^ ^9 bequeathed the 
fum of JL 100 to the Town of Alnwick for the following Uses : 
the Interest of L. 50 thereof for the Education of non-freemenV 
CbildreB of the said Town, and the Interest of the other JL 50 
Yearly to the Poor of th« said Town, distributable by the 
Minister on Whitsunday.". 






Hugh Potter, Esquire, in the Year I669, bequeathed the 
Sum of L. 40 to the Town of Alpwick ; the Interest thereof 
after the Rate of Six Pounds per cent. Yearly to the Poor of the 
aud Town, distributable by the Minister on Good Friday.'' 

• PayaUe out of the rtnt of €b» Lough House Farnu 
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Utm Muj Tftjior «f Ghritton^MUik, in the ytfat i^(f^ 
bequeathed the sum of One Hundied Pounds to the Poor o€^ 
Alnwick Parish, the Interest of which to be distributed by the 
Minister and .Churchwardens in the Church on CliristRuu-dajr. 

Behind the royal arms, over the arch of the 
middle aisle^ in entering the chantel; ik this^ 
inscription in old English characters : — 

^ ippt flHtf dMuiru amittsi cofnomitu l^eobm r 
Coptts ipmcbrft ttwt l^sec HMiisiiia dara» 

AKNO DNO. 1600. 

In the south aisle are the following inscrip. 
tions on mural monuments : — 

Sacred 

to the Memory of 

Maria Hewitson, Wife of 

Joshua HewitsoDy Esqr. of 

Hecl^ley-House in this Parish, 

who Died 25th November 

1804, in the 52d Year of 

her Age. 



Sacred to the Memory of 
George Selby, 
who died the x day of June mdcccxv ; 
H ^ aged LXix years. 

This monument is erected by Ellen Selby his widow^ 

as a memorial 
*i^ of her affection^ and his virtues. 



Sacred 

Co the Memory of 

Elizabeth, 

Wife of John Doddi« whoy aSbtt: 
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having been ten dayi dellTerecl 

of her first Child, 

departed this life on the 

XXVIII day of February 

MDCCCXIV, 

in the xxiii year of her age. 



Sacred 

to the Memoiy of 

CoLLiNOirooD FoRSTER, Esqr. of this Town, 

•and Hannah bis Wife, Daughter of 
John Doubleday^ Esqr. of Alnwiclc Abbey, 

whose Ashes repose near this place: 

He died August 17th, 1776, aged 60 Yeara. 

She died July 14th, 1767, aged 48 Y^ars^ 

As a Tribute of her grateful affection, 

respect, and veneration, 

their only surviving Daughter 

Susanna, Wife of William Pearith, Esqr. 

has erected this Monument. 



Sacred 

to the Memory of 

Stanton Neale, 

who died on the 28th of February, 

1814, aged 55 years: 

Leaving 

an annual bequest of Ten Pounds to 

tlie respective Poor of 

Alnwidc and Looghoughton, 

to be distributed on Christmas-day- * 

William Neale 

Died January 26th, 1792, Aged 

M Years. 

* Payable out of the lent of a houM in Bondfato Street. 

Bb 
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On the south t aide of the chMicel is a neat 
ibiiral monument with the following inscrip- 
tion in capitals : — 

Intra altaris septan 
C6nc«88u Konestksinife matroDfle JanarGraim, 

SituA est 
Alexander Banus, Scolus: 
Jaris patrii in academia Edinburgena 
a)iv,atnplias annos interprets 
• El^antis Tir ingenH« 
Limati^ie st^li, 
Quietibus blandis graviora temperans stadia ^ 
NujIIc; mecbanica nime pictura preserCimvero^ 
Qua plurimum ezcellebat musica* 
Hoc itte ingenia stonil et perpetua. 
Morum^bonestate spectabitis 
SuoruQV lumen 
Dissidentium santtaa 
Miserorum levamea 
Sodalium delidum 
Splenduit 
III Ilinere ad" Bene merenti yin^ 

l^erraas Somersetensea- Monumentum fida 

Obiit X. KaJ: Mai Posuit uxor 

A.D. MDGGXXXYii^ Maria Cartiairs^ 

Mtat UK 

Above the inscription is the effigy of the 
deceased on a brass plate, also those of his two^ 
daughters on each side, over which is his coat 
armorial, a wheat sheaf and three thistles,, and 
under it these lines : — 

pi cefant homines, ut virere durante 
Quatn sit dulce mosi. 



r" 
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TRAVSLA.TIOK. 

^Vithin the enclosure of the ^tar are deposkfidt *<^th pmriUfi* 
won of his most respectable mother^ Jane Gray, the remains of 
Alexander Banus^ a native of Scotland; who, for upwards 
«f fourteen years, was a professor of law in the university 4f 
Edinburgh. 

He was a man of a cultivated mind and classical attaanments, 
whose severer studies were tempered by milder accemplishmeots.; 
' being at once versed m the arts of mechanics and painting, iut 
-more especially of music, in which he most excelled. 

With these qualities he was also remarkfible for a steady pro- 
priety of conduct, which rendered him the honour of his kindred, 
^he reconciler of discord, a benefactor to the unfortunate, and the 
sidelight of his eompanions. 

He died on a journey to the Mary Carstairs, his faithful 
Saths in Somersetshire, the wife, has erected this iftonu- 
tOth of May, 17^7) aged ^^2 ment to the memory of her 
^rears. deserving husband. 



The Gods conceal from men, that they may endare to five, 

how pleasant it is to die. 

Dr. Alexander Ban us (or Bayne), in his way 
to Bath from Edinburgh, when he was much 
reduced, was in such high spirits that he got 
out of his carriage a little before he came into 
Alnwick, and walked and sung for some way. 
But making a slip upon the stairs of the Angel 
Inn as he went to bed, he instantly expired. 
He was interred in the churcli, and this elegant 
fnonument was erected to his memory. His 
daughter or daughters accompanied him, and 
are represented in sorrowful attitudes on the 
fnonument. 
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On the north side of the chanqel are the two 
foliowmg mural monuments : — 

Sacred 

to the Memory of 

Sarah Savile Jenkins^ 

who died on the 4th of March^ ISOS 

in the 58th Year of her Age ! 

Dorothy Cane 

thus perpetuates the 

Virtues 

of hermuch-lov'd Friend. 

No more confin'd to Earthy 

She quits ike Tomb, 
And makes to Raptures 

In a Life to come. 
Vale'I 



In Memory of 

Mary 

the Wife of 

Thomas Kerr, 

who departed this life 

on the )8th of May 1808, 

aged 60 years. 

On the north side of the church are the two 
following inscriptions on mural monuments : — 

Sacred 

To the Memory .of 

Robert Patterson 

of Crofl House, Alnwick, 

who died the 9th of April, ISOT, 

aged 44 y«ars. 

Tfte righteous ^^aU 'he im 
'everlasting remembramoA, 
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Sacred 

To the Memory of 

Robert Patterson 

of Croft Hpuse, AlnwicIl, 

^ho died the 27th of December^ ISll^ 

Aged 23 years. 

He Cometh forth like a Floiver, 

and is cut down. 
Job 14. f. 

At the west end of the church, within an iron 
]pallisade, on a white marble monument edged 
-*with blue, is the following inscription : — 

Near this place are deposited ihe remains of Frances, the 
mi& of Henry Collingwood Selby^ of Swansfield in this Parish, 
^he was the only daughter of Prideaux and Frances Wilkie, of 
Doddington in this county.— 'She survived her three brothers, 
jTohn, Matthew, and Prideaux, who died bachelors, from the age 
of XXII to that of xxvin years.— -On Sunday the first day of 
August MDCCXC, a few hours after having been delivered of her 
Urst child, Frances Wilkie Selby, she departed this life, in her 
ZXYI^ ye$r, universally beloved, and lamented. 

Till the last Day t&e Dust reposing here, 
Deserves the moral Thought, the moral Tear ; 
She shone in all the tender Ties of Life, 
An exemplary Daughter, Sister, Wife ; 
^Graceful her Manners, and humane her Breast, 
Pleased the Polite, and gladdened ^e Distressed. 

Though gay, devout ; though gentle, firm her mind ; 
'Grateful to Heaven, she lived; she died, resigned. 
When such transcendent Merit yields its breath. 
Its living Friends fed all the* Pangs of Death. 

Hoc Marmor, Sacratiim Optims Corgugis Memoris, Quam Semper 
liabebit Acerbam, Caram, Hdnoratam, Posuit Henry CoUtngwood Selby ) 

Anno MBOcxci. 
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At the head of the monument, in ba8S*relier> 
is the figure of a man reclining over an um, 
and on the urn are the following words : — 

Conjugum Optima, 

Mulierum 

AiDantisrima, 

Vale ! 

At a short distance from the above is a mural 
.monument with this inscription : — 

Sacred 
to the Memory of 
Elizabeth^ 
Wife of WiUiam Bolton 
who died the zii of May 

MDCCCXVII ; 

Aged XLiri years. 

In the payement of the aisles and at the east 
and west ends, there are sever^ monuments 
with inscriptions. The following are placed 
in the cross aisle at the west end. 

Wonder not Reader • Who Soe obscured Lier ' A 
loyall Subject of most unualaed Price * Soe haue « 
We known such iewels Hid • In Mould • And 
Sweetest • Flowers the Sbaidiest Leaves Enfold • 
Know Reader • in those Sacred Ashes • then • Lies 
under • Couerd - A Loyallest* of* Men • uiz • Ridir 
ard • Chaleton • who • departed • the 23 of March 

Anno Dom 1664 



Hie • i^cet * Matthias • Hrnter • legym • Attomatrs • 
rir • dignissim? doctissin? D • D • regi • fidelissim • 



i|9at?tf • ecclriiae* ai^Imiiae* •bedienliwimF oTondam* 

MeaetcaWvB • singvlorr > maneriornn • adz praenob* 
Sem • Algernoovn* Percy* pertinentiT • qyondanaq* 
balivTS • de • Abie wick . spatio • 15 • annor?- . Obiit« 
B» in* castro* ibid* 7ino die- imii* anno Bdom* 1665. 
He • brfeftthd Italian • Latin • French « and Span- 
iah • aU with one breath as if they meaned to banish 
thenuelyes • from home to Hve and dwell with him 
as if that he their covntrie man had been. 

Uma • tenet • cineres • mentem • Deus • aethera • 
^-Dmam » Hunter • amissus - hictus • ubiq • bonus • 

Immediately within the small south door ii| 
the south aisle of the church, there is a stone 
which has apparently been inlaid with several 
armorial bearings on copper ; but these and the 
inscription are so much effaced, that no part of 
it can be deciphered except the date — 1537. 

In the east end of the church there are three 
pedestals, on which are three recumbent effigies 
in stone, with the hands elevated, in a suppli* 
catory attitude ; but of what personages, no 
inscription or tradition discovers. Probably 
they were designed to represent some of the 
faniily of the Vescies or Percies who had been 
founders or benefactors. 

On the 29th of December, 1816, on repairing 
the north aisle, Mr. Thomas Patterson disco* 
rered twp stone statues, about two feet below 
the surface. They are of exquisite workman- 
ship and great antiquity. The larger one 
represents a king, and is painted in a scarlet 
gown and crimson robe, lined with ermine. 
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There is an ermine tippet over the shoulderr^ 
and it is bound about the middle v^^ith a 
strap, which has been gilded. On the left 
side is a purse, and on the right something 
resembling a string of beads. In the left hand^ 
is a globe, in the right a sceptre, and at the feet 
are the royal arms. 

The other is supposed to be the representation* 
of a martyr, . and by some thought to be St, 
Sebastian. It is in a naked state, excepting a 
piece of drapery about the middle. The legs^ 
thighs, and body, are transfixed with nine 
arrows, and the hands and feet are bound in 
fetters. They are placed belbw the belfry at 
the west end of the church. 

The chancel was repaired fn 178t, by the first 
Duke of Northumberland, and may be justly 
rtyled superb. The ceiling is of fine plaster- 
work, most beautifully moulded; the middle 
aisle is of elegant Gothic trellis-work ; and the 
pews and the altar are covered with crimson 
velvet, richly edged with gold lace. On the 
front of the altar is a glory with the letters 
I. H. S. and the cross above, in the centre, 
wrought with gold, and set with stones ; which,, 
with a set of silver plate for the communion 
service, were a gift of the first Duke of North- 
umberland. The walls are hung with hatch- 
ments, banners, &c. that were put up on the 
demise of the first and second Dukes of North- 
umberland. 
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The interior of the church having been in 
a state of decay^ >t has lately undergone a 
thorough repair, and received many alterations 
^nd improvements. One large and well-conK 
structed gallery has been erected in the place of 
the old ones, and the whole is now new-seated 
and disposed in a neat and tasteful manner. A 
small brass tablet, placed in a pew adjoining; 
the chanceU i& inscribed in cammemoration of 
this event. 

Churchfvardens' Penf^ 



This Church was Reseated in: 

the Year 18 IS. 

William Piroctfer, Minister. 



John Horrfey, 
John Chrfsp, 



George Davison^ 
Thomas Grey^ 
Churchwardens. 
William Hair, Architect. 



These improvements and repairs cost £2189* 
8*. lOirf. His grace the Duke of ,Northumber- 
land, with his usual liberality, gave £300. for 
this purpose ; £ 1018. 8^. le/. was raised by dis- 
posing of seats ill the gallery ; and the remain- 
ing £871. 0^. 9^. was raised by an assessment 
on the inhabitants. The seats on the ground 
floor are the property of certain freeholders as 
awarded to them by the regulations in 1717-18. 
The church is now commodiously fitted upland 
calculated to contain about 1200 persons;^ 

The burial ground adjoining the church pre- 
sents the appearance of being crowded with 



n 
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the memorials of the mansions of moitaHty.. 
The follomng trifbiite to the memory of early 
gemuis is inscribed on a small tomb-srtone at a 
isbort distance from the east end of tb^ church. 

Sacred to the Memory of 

Mr. Waiiam Wilkin, . . 

Whtf by the innate vigour of hh own 

GemuSy 
improred bj application, 

acquired a most extensive knowledge in 

Mathematics. 

His heart was endowed with every 

social and manly virtue, 

and adorned with those qualities 

which constitute an amiable character* 

But^ alas ! 

ere his genius had reached its meridian^ 

and jiist as his talents 

became known and necessary to mankind ' 

the small-pox 

(as if envious of hi» growing lustre) 

extinguish'ed this lamp of science 

on the 15th day of January, 1777, 

and 21 St year of his age. 

The following is a topy of the oldest epitaph, 
onr wMch the date is discernible., 

Here lyeth under 

Buried the Body of 

Edward Ahiwlcke 

who departed February 

the 15 th 1597. 

Though the epitaphs in the churchyard are 
numerous, few of them are interesting, or po«- 



i 
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9CW any peculiar excellency to distinguish them 
from the general assemblage of monumaital 
inscriptions. ^ 

This church is appropriated to the Priory of 
Alnwick. The living is a curacy not in charge, 
paying no first-fruits or tenths, and is in the 
gift of the Bishop of Durham. Its certified 
value is £lS. but its real value is variable. It 
has been augmented by the following sums :«— 

Dec 2gth, 171s. Subscription..*.*.*....... ...<.......£ SOO 

Queen Ann's Bounty 200 

Miehaelfflas 1812. Parliamentary Grants and Queen 

Ann's Bounty .M...*..**.. -MaaMdOO . 

lUchadmaf 1814. Benefaction of the Lord* Bishop of 

ju urnani... ........... ...%i.. ...... ••...•...<cm/ 

Ditto by Lord Crewe's Trustees,... ..2.00 

Queen Ann's Bounty.....«...............«.600 

Michaelmas 181 6. Pariiamentary Grants and ^ueen 

Ann s Bounty •••.M.M*.M...M.M«M«««u0O 
A house and garden were bjcqueatbed by Mr. Mark Forster, « 
saerchant of Alnwick, for the augmentation of -the curacy. 

^ The usual custom of permlttiiig a thoroughfare throngk 
churchyards also obtains in this place, and its pernicious .effects 
are here very apparent. Not only the solemnity of the situation 
' ia destroyed by being made the resort of recreation and pl&ie of 
pastime for children ; but the- tombstones a^re wantonly dafactd, 
and the lowly mound that enshrines the remdns of dtpatted 
friends trodden down by the careless and unthinking Tisttant. It 
if hoped that this object will claim the attention of some of tb* 
Tespectable and opulent inhabitants ; and,, as the common foot- 
path that leads through the churchyard might at a small expense 
lie railed off with cast iron, which would endure for ages, enter 
«nto a aabscription to erect some " frail memorial" to pratect the 
ashes of their Inen^s and fore&thers from further insult. ' 
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Hie mduction of the Curates from the year 
1531, has been in the following order. 

Dnus. Tho. Wynfelde canon, oc. cap, EccfL 
de Alnwick, Oct. llth, IfiSL 

Robert Forster oc. caratus de Alnwick £7. 
per annum -salary 32 Henry VIII. A. D. 1541. 

Thomas Davison 1577, ob, 

Cuthbert Anderson oc. March 210th, 1582. 

Joh. Willes I6ia. 

Robert Stevenson 161 6, per resig. Willes 
oa 1638. 

Gilbert Rule, an intruder, deprived for nra- 
•conformity in 1662. * 

Joh. Stuart, A. M. licensed Feb. 13th, 1665, 
oc. 1671. 

Charles Stuart 1682, per mort. Stuart 

David Cant 1688, per resig. Stuart 

James Forster 1687- 

James Gladstaines 1692. 

Arthur Alnwick 1699- 

Joseph Ritson 1703. 

Richard Werge, A. M. 1713. 

Job. Wilson oc. 1740. 

William Stoddart, A. M. licensed Feb. 1 Stlv 
1744, oc. May ISth, 1774. 

Samuel Hall oc. March 24th, 1799. 

William Procter, A. M. the present curate, 
licensed July 18th, 1799. 

^ Seej).206,207,«ofe. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPEL, 

This chapel is situated about the middle of 
Bailiffgate Street, on the north side. It belongs 
to the society of Jesuits, who assembled for 
some time in a small room appropriated to 
their religious services and ceremonies, till their 
numbers increasing, the Rev. William Strick- 
land built the present chapel, in which he 
placed an altar-piece of exquisite workmanship. 
Their numbers still increasing, the chapel has 
been enlarged at different times, and in one of 
the alterations it was found necessary to take 
away this beautiful altar-piece to make room. 

The ministers who have been stationed here, 
and officiated at this place, are the Rev. John 
Parker, the Rev. William Strickland, the Rev. 
Thomas Thompson, the Rev. Robert Nixon, 
the Rev. Francis Howard, and the Rev. Peter 
Robert Vergee. The present minister is the 
Rev. John Beaumont. 

PRESBYTERIAN MEETING-HOUSE. 

This is pleasantly situated near the head of 
Pottergate Street, on the north side; and 
belongs to the presbyterian dissenters in con- 
nexion with the Church of Scotland. It was 
^rebuilt in the year 1780. Respecting the origin 
of this society, tradition discovers that in the 
days of the persecution in Ireland, various per- 
sons who were attached to the protestant faith, 
and the prfsbyterian mode of church govern- 
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ment, fled from that eountry^ and settling in 
Alnwick» laid the foundfMion of the protestai^ 
dissenting interest here* 

The adjoining garden has at one time been 
used as a place of interment. Different tpmb- 
stones are yet remaining in it, and one which 
was digged up in 1816, contains the following 

inscription rudely cut in Roman capitals : — 

• 

lOHN • TAIT • LAID I THIS • FLA8E 

THEE • ONLY 

FPOE • TEVTH • AND 

O WITNESS • GARTH AND • GE 

HERE : JACOB • LIKE 

HIS • BLISSD • BONS • TO • INTERRE 

NO • WHERE • ELSE • WOWLD 

BVT . INS BOWGHT • SEPVLCHEE 

£ : T • IPSISSIMI • lOAN 13 : VXOR 

1669 
VIVIT • POST • FVNERA • VIRTVS 

The pewter plate, which is uised when any 
piihlic collection is made» has the yesr 1689 
marked upon it ; and from this and the date of 
the tombstone, it appears that this congregation 
tvas established before the revdlution. 

The first minister that preached to this con- 
gregation, of which any mention is made, was 
the Rev. Gilbert Rule,* who having been ejected 
from the curacy of Alnwick for nonconformity, 

^ Mr. Rule was a Scotch divine, boru at Elgin in 1^8« wad 
«clucated at Aberdeen. After liiii expulsion from tbe living of 
Alnwick, he studied physic, and took his doctor's degree ; but at 
the revolution he was appointed Principal of the University of 
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was probably the founder of thier society ; at 
least he became their minister, and officiated 
about the time of the revolution. He was 
meceeded^ in 1693^ by the Rev. Jonathan Harle^ 
who had the degree of Doctor of Medicine con- 
ierred en Mm by the University of Edinburgh 
in 171«, and died December 24th, 1T29. He 
VTBs succeeded by bis son, the Rev. Jbnathan 
Harle, who died about fourteen years after his 
father, and was succeeded by the Rev. John 
Waugh, who was translated to Scotland, when 
the Rev. Mr. Ferrier became minister. He 
also obtained a presentation to a church in 
Scotland, and left Alnwick in 1758. He was 
succeeded by the Rev. John Calder, who re- 
moved to London in 1769- The Rev. Wiffiam 
Burns succeeded him, and continued till 1774,. 
when he removed to Minted in Scotland, and 
in tte same year was replaced by the Rev.. 
Robert Robertson^ who was removed to Ednainr 
in Scotland. In 1796, he was succeeded by the 
Rev. William Goldi^, the present minister.. 



^^ 



SIGN MEETING-HOUSE. 

This elegant and commodious place of woriship^ 
l)elonging to the protestant dissenters, is situated 
a lane called the Willow Walk, leading from 



Edinburgb, where he died in 1705.. He wrete a defence o^ 
NonconfoTmity, and some piecee against Episcopacy. There 
are some curiaus specimens of his pulpit oratory in the '* Scotch 
Presbyterian Eloquence." 

I 
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tha Morket-place to the Green Bftt. The elf 
meeting-house in Bondgate Street, yfhere this 
society formerly held their religious assemblies^ 
being much decayed, it was disposed of^ and ift 
the year 1815, the present building was erected 
on a piece of ground purchased for the purpose 
in the name of twelve trustees on behalf of 
themselves and the rest of the congregation for 
the time being who should thereafter attend 
divine service in thi» place. 

This is the largest structure in the town, ex- 
cepting the church, dedicated to the service of 
religion. It is neatly arranged, and contains a 
spacious gallery with a circular front. It was^ 
opened on the 30th of June, 1816, by the Rev. 
Edward Parsons of Leeds, ana the Rev. Wil- 
liam Vint, Tutor of the Independent Academy 
at Idle, in Yorkshire. 

The protestant dissenting congregation that 
assemble in Sion Meeting-house are not known 
to have existed as a church untit the year 17Si. 
It is believed that they were originally a branch 
from the Pottergate congregation, and that the 
Rev. John Sayers was their first minister. 

In the year 1?31, Mr. Sayers came from* 
Cumberland to Alnwick, and became pastor of 
the said society of protestant dissenters, who^ 
then assembled in Bondgate Hall, a house 
belonging to Robert Widdrington, Esq, of 
Hauxley, till the year 1 7S6, when the meeting- 
house in Bondgate Street was built. 
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Mr. Sayors having become blind, and unfit 
for his public office, had seveFal assistants in 
Sttooeasion^ the last of* which, Mr. James Murray, 
he dismissed. Bat a lai^ majority of the peo- 
pie having a strong afieetion fc^ him, and eon^ 
ceivii>g him to he ill-treated, a division took 
places when he was eaOed by tiiem, and ordained 
thdr pastor. In consequence of this separation-, 
a noteeting-houfie was built in Bailiffgate Square 
on a lease of ibrty-one years. 

In 176S» Mr. Murray removed to Newcastle, 
and Mr. Michael Boston of Jedburgh was called 
and ordained in his stead. At length the bouse 
in Bailifigate becoming too small to contain the 
eoK^egatioD, a proposal was made to Mr. layers 
to grant him an annuity during life, on condi- 
tion of bis resigning the pastoral ofRee and the 
Bondgate Meeting-house to Mr. Boston. These 
overtures were accepted by Mr. Sayers, when 
the two congregations united ; and he died in a 
short time afler his resignation. 

In 176S» the meeting-house in Bondgate was 
rebuilt and enlarged. In November, 1770, Mr. 
Boaton removed to the Relief church at Falkirk 
in Scotland; and on the l6th of December 
followiDg» the Rev. Thomas Monteitb was 
-called from the Relief church at Dunse, and 
continued pastor in Bondgate till his death, 
which took place on the 12th of May, 17Bt. 
He was succeeded in the month of July follow- 
ilig by the Rev. Dr. Simpson of London, who 

D d 
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removed to Pittenweem in Fifeshire, Scotland^ 
on the 10th of July, 178flt. 

In March ^ 1790, the Rev. David Pyper^ 
Lecturer in the West Kirk, Edinburgh^ was 
called, and ordained to the pastoral office on 
the 25th of June, 1 791 • He afterwards received 
a presentation to the parish church of Pencait- 
land in Scotland, and removed thence in De-* 
cember, 17d3» He was immediately succeeded 
by the Rev. John Reston, who was called from 
the Relief church of Biggar in Scotland, and 
removed to Edinburgh in Ctetober,. 1 800. 

In. December 1 800, the present minister, th^- 
Rev. Joseph Riate of Deptford, near London, a 
student and licentiate of the Rev. David Bogue'a 
Academy, at Gosport, was called, and oidained 
on the 1st of April, 1801- 

ASSOCIATE MEETING-HOUSE. 

This meeting-bouse stands in an open situation, 
and unconnected with any other building, on 
the south side of the Green Bat.' It was erected 
in the year 1804^ and is a neat and commodious 
place of worship, belonging to the presby terian 
seceders lately called B\irgbers, but now in con<- 
Hexion with the United Associate Synod of 
the Secession Church ; the two great branches 
of the secession having been reunited into one 
religious body in September, 1820. 

The first Christians of this denomination that 
filmed a regular congregation in Alnwick as- 
sembled in a house at the head of Canongate 
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Street] and the Rev. John Marshall, their first 
minister, was ordained about the year 1766. 
Through the zeal, ability, and exalted character 
of their pious minister, the congregation was 
greatly increased, so that it was found necessary 
to remove to a more convenient house in Clay- 
port Street ; but this place also at length becom- 
ing incommodious from the increase of members, 
they erected the present meeting-house in the 
Green Bat for their better accommodation. 

Mr* Marshall continued his labours among 
this society till his death, which took place on 
the 21st of February, 1805, and in the 65th 
year of his agse, after having presided over the 
congregation for the space of thirty-nine years, 
during which he discharged the various parts 
of his pastoral office with exemplary fidelity 
and parental tenderness. He was succeeded in 
the year 1806 by the Rev. David Paterson^ the 
present minister. 

The society is in a flourishing state. The 
number of x^hurch members is considerably 
above throe hundred; and the attendance oa 
ordinary occasions is generally from four to five 
hundred persons chiefly resident in the town. 
There is a small library in the vestry, containii^ 
about three hundred and- fifty volumes. 

THE METHODIST CHAPEL. 

This chapel is placed in an eligible situciition in 
a lane near the foot of the south side of Clay- 
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port Street, and belongs to the Metiiodists of 
the old connexion founded by the Rev. John 
Wesley, M, A. 

The Methodists were established in Alnwick 
about the year 1744; and the first sermon was 
preached in the open air at the foot of Clayport 
Street. They afterwards occupied two rooms 
on the north ade of the Market-place, and other 
places in different parts of the toivn, till the 
great increase of the society enabled tliem io 
build a chapel in the Green Bat. Tliis place 
being found unsuitable, in the year 1^86 they 
erected the present ^c^apel, which was opened 
by the Rev. John Gmitdell. 

This chapel, for simplicity of design and 
neatness of execution, was one of the most 
finished and elegant religious edifices in the 
town ; but in consequence of the gradual decay 
of the society, the lower story has beai separated 
and converted to other purposes. Though this 
ehange has greatly impaired its internal appear- 
ance, it still retains a large portion of its originid 
neatness and elegance. 

BETHEL CHAPEL. 

This chapel is situated in the lane usually called 
the Willow Walk, and nearly adjoining Sion 
Meeting-house. It is neatly disposed, being 
well adapted for a small congregation ; and be- 
longs to the Methodists of the new connexion, 
wiio separated from the original Bfethodists in 
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1797; but wt^re &f^t formed into a ttittlnct body 
till the following year. ' The society in this 
place was esbibiished in 179S, and was one of 
the first that joined in support of the new con^ 
nexion.. They held their religious assemblies 
in a Ixmse in the Gceen Bat till the present 
chapel was built, which was opened by the 
Rev* John Grundell ki the year 1804. There 
is a small library belonging to the chapel. 

£B£N£ZEA CHAP£L. 

THiS chapel stands a little below the Correc- 
tion*houset and m the same lane. It is a plain 
irad well-constructed building, belonging to the 
Umtarians» and will contain about four hundred 
persons. It has no gallery, but the back seats 
have a gradual elevation, which gives it an easy 
mid agreeable appearanca 

The rise of this society was occasioned by 
some private dissensions that had arisen among 

^ Tlie MetltMlists of the new connexion allege that the grounds 
of their separation from the original Methodists is church govern- 
tnent, not doctrines; and they object to the old Methodists for 
having fernied a hierarchy or priestly corporation, and thereby 
deprived the people of those privileges, which, as members of a 
Christian church, they are entitled to by reason and by scripture. 
The new Methodists have therefore attempted to establish every 
pan of their church government on popular principles, and profess 
to have umted as much as possible the ministers and tlie people 
in every department of it. This is quite contrary to the govcm- 
tnent of the original Methodists, which, in the most important 
points^ is confined exclusively to the ministers. 
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the members of Bethel Chapel, belonging to 
the new connexion of Methodists. The con- 
ference of the year 1816 took an active part in 
these dissensions to the prejudice of the mi- 
nister and several of the members, who, con- 
sidering themselves to be unjustly aggrieved 
by the procedure of the conference, and being 
unable to obtain redress, left the connexion, 
and formed themselves into a separate and 
independent society. 

At their commencement, on the 80th of 
June, 1816, they assembled in a school-room, 
and shortly after in the Town-hall, where their 
meetings were numerously attended. At length 
they erected the present chapel, which was 
opened on the 2d of February, 1817. . 

On the formation of this society into a sepa- 
rate body, most of the members were Methodists 
in principle, and some of them high Arians; 
but having adopted no prescribed and absolute 
system in points of doctrine and discipline, they 
became by degrees converts to Unitarianism^ 
After embracing these unpopular tenets, the 
society greatly decreased, and. suffered much 
obloquy and reproach ; but of late there has 
been a considerable revival. 

The concerns of the society are entirely under 
the direction of the members. The officers are 
elected or re-elected annually by their united 
consent ; the accounts are subject .to their in- 
spection ; and no important business can be 
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transacted without their concurrence. The Rev. 
"William Probert, who separated with them 
from the Methodists, conducts their devotional 
exercises.^ The chapel contains an organ, which 
was lately introduced, and has a good effect. 
It has also a small library, vested in the sub- 
scribers, and containing about one hundred and 
fifty volumes, chiefly on theological subjects^ 

ST. THOMASES CHAPEL. 

This chapel, which was dedicated to St. Thomas, 
formerly stood at the head of the Howl-lane, 
near Clayport Bank. ^11 traces of the chapel 
are now obliterated ; but the surrounding fields 
are still called * St Thomas's Chapel Lands,' and 
are exempt from tithes. A few of the oldest 
inhabitants of Alnwick remember when the 
side-;walls and gables were standing; and also 
of their parents relating the circumstance of 
hacving seen people buried in the old cemetery. 
Some of the large stones of this building form 
part of an adjoining dike, and most of the 
&)undation was removed by a neighbouring 
gentleman. There is an old tradition that this 
was the parish church previous to the building 
of the present one ; but the different saints to 
which these places were dedicated seem to mili- 
tate against this opinion. 
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 



THE TOWN-HALIi. 

This building is most com mod iou sly situated 
on the west side of the Market*place» in the 
centre of the town, and was built on the site 
of the old Beerhouses ' and Tollbooth. On 
the front is the following inscription : — 

This Town-Hou9e of the Burgesses of Alnwick was erected 
in the- year of our Lord, 1731. 



Edward Grey, 
Robert GritTOi 



> 



William Forster, f C'»a«^a«»- 
Robert Claxtori, J 



It contains a large hall with two rooms ad« 
joining, and is used for holding the quarter 
sessions, the county and manor courts, and the 
meetings of the common council and the several 
companies of freemen. In this hall the mem* 
hers of parliament for the county are elected^ 
and other public business is transacted. It iis 



* The Beerhouses consisted of cerUdn teneaoenu^ whici veie 
purchased of WiUiam Grrey in the 28 th year of Queen Eli«al>etb, 
1586^ and conveyed to William Beadnell and others in behalf 
and for the use of the whole burgesses of Alnwick and their 
successors for ever. The Beerhouses were afterwards taken 
awajr, and a Town-hall, or Tollboth as it is rather called, built 
upon the site The Tollbooth was afterwards taken down, when 
the present Town-hall was erected. 
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jentered by a flight of steps in the front, and is 
a spacious and eleganti apartment, in which all 
the genteel lassemblies are held- The exterior 
is adorned with a sqiiare tower, in which is 
placed an excellent clocks exhibiting the hoars 
in four diflFerent dir^tions. It is ornamented 
with five vanes, one on each cortier, and one 
on a jsniall dome in the centre. 

The ground floor of this building, in the jfroht* 
contains two neat shops and. two rooms, with a 
large vault underneath. In the back part is a 
room with other conveniences; also an apart- 
ment which is used as a Weigh-house and office 
for inspecting raw hides, and, when soldiers are 
quartered in the town, as a guard-house. 

THE COIiREGTiON HOUSE. 

The correction house stands in a lane leading 
from the Green Bat to the Market-place. It 
was erected in the year 1807, and contains a 
work-room, nine cells, and other necessary 
apartments, with two separate yards for the 
prisoners— one for each sex. There is also a 
large room, in which the Justices of the Peace 
meet regularly once a fortnight to transact 
business, and also at other times when urgent 
eases require their interference. 

THE DEPOT. 

The depot for the arms, accoutrements, and 
clothing of the Northumberland Liglit Infentry 

E e 
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Regiment of Militia, is situated xm tbe noirtii 
aide of Bondgate Street, saad at a dbort distance 
east of the tower. It is a large building, and 
XKintains two rooms fw the keeper, an office or 
orderly r6om, a safe, an armorer's shop, and a 
guard-room, on the ground floor; an armory 
and store-room for the ^;coutrements ifi the se^ 
cond story ; and two rooms for the clothing and 
other stores in the attic story. The windows 
are well $eciu*ed with iron bars, and the strue^ 
tuiv' itself is strongly bnUt wkit freestone. 

BONDGATE TJOWEB. 

This towear was built in the reign of Henry VL 
by Henry, the second Earl ^ Northumberland. 
It is now^ without any roof, and contains two 
apartments on the ground floor, one of which 
was formerly used as a pruson. Over the arch 
on the east side is the figure of a Hon rampant^ 
the ensign armorial of the noble founder. 

This tower^ which was formerly a most beauti^ 
&1 strucUire, sixty feet in beiglit, was erected 
on the site of the dd gate ^ in the year 176& 
The spire, the most finished and elegant part 
of this edifice, was taken down by order of 

3 On the imh of December, 1630, in Uie 9th year of Charles 
!• the burgesses purchased this tower of Wiltiam BeadneH, and 
also the r^hts of Ann Ckrk, Mary Sterensoa, Imd Joha Bell 
and wife to the said tower* 



the qbamb€frl$lm and cpoitnon oouacil of ih^ 
lwrough,^in 1814. It ber« ^striking reseti^ 
blance to the steeple of St NieboUs' Cburd^ 
Ne.vrc«$tle.; wd from its st(tnding on an emu 
nence» and being built of fine freestone, added 
greatly to the beauty of the town ; but, being 
shorn of its beauties, it now presents a trim, 
naked, and $ober appear^ace. It contains a 
large clock with the dial on the east side. On 
one side of the dial is a sculpture of 8t Michael 
aad the Dragon^ the insignia of th^ borough; 
and on the other is the following inscription :— 

This Tower was rebuilt at the expehce of the Borough of 
Alnwick: A«d the new fbandatien laid April 2S, a. d. 176S. 

John Grey, Senior, a 

WilHam Hindmarah, f ^, . 1 • 

Robert Richardson, ^ ChwberUms. 

EciwardBeH, ) 

FIRE-ENGINE HOUSE. 

Thi}} building stands in the Backway^ nearly 
adjoining Clayport Street. It contains one 
room on the ground floor for the engines, and 
:another on the higher story for the pipes and 
buckets. It was erected a't the expense of the 
borough in the year 1810. 

THE SHAMBLES. 

The shambles form an oblong range on the 
south side of the Market-place. They ^re 
finished in the Gothic style, and were erected 
about the year 1765 by the first Duke ^ 
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Northumberland. In the front of this beautiful 
structure is a neat piass^a, supported by elegant 
pillars, and ornamented with the different crests 
and badges of the illustrious house of Percy. 

THE MARKET CROSS. 

The cross, which stands at the north-east corner 
of the Market-place, is of an octagonal form, 
and has seven steps up to the plinth. The shaft 
is about ten feet high, and has a Tuscan capital 
which is surmounted with four erect dials fadng 
the four cardinal points. The whole structure 
is nearly fifteen feet high. 

THE PINFOLD. 

The pinfold, which formerly stood at the end 
of Bondgate Street, was removed to the ex- 
tremity of the Green Bat in the year 1819. 
Cattle that have trespassed are impounded till 
their owners either make satisfaction for the 
damages incurred by the trespass, or take out a 
rej>levy to try the cause in the court 



BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. 



THE POOR OR WORK-HOUSE, 

This building stands on an eminence in an airy 
and healthy situation at the north side of the 
<7reen Bat. It was finished accordln^g to the 
;plan of Mr. G. Richardson, and is built of free- 
stone and covered with Easdale slates. It is 
^3 feet in length by 39 feet in breadth ; and the 
first and the second story are each 9 feet high, 
and the attic story 7 feet. The ground floor 
contains a room in which the parish officers 
ti?ansact business, a waiting room, a kitchen 
and two sitting' rooms for the poor, and a 
ward-room. On the second floor are six bed- 
rooms, an hospital, and a dead-house; and in 
the attic story are the work-rooms. Behind the 
house is a yard and garden, also a wash-house, 
cooking-house, and other conveniences. In the 
old house adjoining there are convenient rooms 
for the keeper, a dining-room, two cells for 
lunatics, a porter's lodge, and several small 
apartments, one of which is appropriated for 
teaching the children that are in the house. 

The whole is walled in, and the gate, which 
fronts the south, is locked in at a stated hour 
by the keeper. The poor are employed in 
teazing oakum, spinning, &c. and the whole is 
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under the management of the parish officers. 
On the front is the following inscription : 

This Work-House for the better Accommodation of the Poor 
of tins Parish was erected A. D. 1810. 



^ Cfturchwa r dens, 
WILLIAM DAVISON. 
THOMAS FERGUSON. 
THOMAS BELL. 



\ 



Otvrsecrs, 
JOHN DIXON, 
NATHANIEL TATE, 
WILLIAM MATTI50N. 



G. Richardson and W. Wallace, BuUdets. 



Through an excessive population, or hkntc 
probably from the depression of trade and the 
consequent deficiency of employment for the 
labouring classes, when a considerable proper- 
tion will of necessity become dependant on 
parochial relief, the poor-rates have in this as 
well as in other places increased to a great 
extent They have, however, been greatly 
diminished within the last two years* The 
annexed table contains a statement of their 
annual amount at different periods. 



Vf«r. 
1745 

1746 

1747 
174,8 

1749 
1787 
1796 
1798 
1803 
1308 



1. tL 

•••••• 



•••••• 

•••••• 



3 
2 



Ann. Ammini. 



67 

80 

8^2 

83 

86 

858 

1263 

1275 

2288 

1813 



10 

17 
10 

6 
12 

3 
IS 

i9 
19 
\9 



H 

H 
H 

9 


H 

6 



Year. 

1812 
1813 

1814 
1815 
lSi6 

I8I7 
1818 

I8I9 
1820 



Rate, 

*. d. 

2 

3 9 
3 

3 

4 4 

4 6 

5 3 

3 9 

3 6 



Ann, Atitotmt, 
£, s, d. 



27J2 
S692 
2944 

2977 
4092 

4217 
4884 
3492 



IS 

16 

16 

8 



4 

16 

2 



3238 9. 



4i 
11 



6 

11 



3 

2 

8i 



Wbcre the rate of .isaetiment is not aoted, the annual amount rcfera to the money 
expended during that year; otherwise it liignifies ^« amount of the assesacicnts. 

According to the directions of an act passed 
in the 43d G^o, III. " for procuring returns 
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relative to the expense and maintenance cvf the 
poor," the following return was made by the 
overseers of this parish for the year ending at 
Easter 1803. 

Total rates made in the year, at 3s» in the pound £ 240S 10 3 

Collected . 2288 19 4|^ 

From late overseers ......... 69 2 7 

Total 2358 1 li^ 

Total expended lor the nainteiiance and relief of the iy>or. 

Out of the house £1550 19 3 

Casual Poor 219 1 1 J 

In the house • • * • . 152 4 9 

Expended in suits oflaw» removal of paupers, &c. S3 8 10 

Total expenditure within the year 19551311^ 
Returned to succeeding overseers 402 8 

Total 2358 1 ii 

Number of persons relieved permanently, not including chil- 

dreA of sndi persons* Out of the house • . . SS/S 

In the house . 22 

Number of children of persons relieved permanently. Under 

fiv^ years of age • . • SS 

From fire to fourteen ditto 46 

Number of persons relieved occasionally 30 

Number of persons relieved who were jibov« sixty years of 

age or disabled from labour by permanent illness^ &c. I6I 
Number of persons relieved who were not parishioners . 328 



TH£ DISPENSARY. 

The high estimation in which institutions cal- 
culated to alleviate the sufferings of the afflicted 
poor are held was never more fully evinced 
than by the humane and liberal support which 
i^ended the formation of this excellent charity. 
The want of an establishment for the relief of 
the indigent and labouring class of the commu- 
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nity when oppressed by the accumulated afflic- 
tion of poverty and disease had been severely 
felt in this extensive district. It had long been 
known to several worthy and benevolent indi-^ 
viduals ; and when it was proposed to remedy 
the defect by establishing a Dispensary at Aln- 
wick for the prompt and judicious aid of medi- 
cines and medical advice to the indigent sick, 
the proposal was hailed with feelings congenial 
to those from which it emanated. 

Through the zealous and efficient exertions 
of William BurrelUEsq. of Broomepark, whose 
benevolence formed the project and contributed 
essentially to lay the foundation of this institu- 
tion, ^ a meeting was held in the Town-hall in 
Alnwick, when the plans and resolutions were 
formed which ultimately carried this humane 
purpose into ejttect. 

^ Whilst a due proportron of gratitude and of praise fs «d!otte(f 
to all, who, according to their iiiclination and their circumstances, 
f o nobly came forward in support of the charitj, the zeal of one 
gentleman claims and deserves a particular testimonial of our 
regard— an extraordinary tribute of applaose ; for it may, with- 
out the hazard of contradiction, be asserted, that, but for the 
assiduous and uRwearied activity of William Burrell, Esq. of 
Broomepark, in calling the attention of the public to this 
important and praise-worthy measure, the institution probably 
might never have been founded, and certainly would never have 
been supported by the ample and munificent success which has 
crowned his meritorious and philanthropic exertions in the c&use 

of suffering humanity. 

Dr. Wiffbtman's Rev* AIn. Dis. |t. 4. 



I > 
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This institu^i(»i was established in tlie latter 
part of the year 1815. It was originally designed 
to embrace three important objects, viz.«~to 
administer advice and medicines to the poor ;-<^ 
to promote vaccine inoculation ; — and to aiFord 
aid in caises requiring the greater operati6ns in 
surgery. But in 1819, during the fourth year 
of the institution, the charity w^ extended by 
the introduction of a fever ward. 

On the formation of the dispensary a large 
house near the foot of Fenkle Street was hired 
for the purpose. Bu<; the present building, 
which stands in the Baekway, near Fottergate 
Tower, being purchased of the trustees of the 
late William Bk)lton, Esq. for the sum of £ 900. 
it was removed to this place in the year 1819* 
It is unconnected with any other edifice; and 
the situation is elevated, healthful, and pleasant, 
having a fine open prospect to the west, and the 
gardens and shrubbery by whicii it is enclosed 
in the other directions being considerably lower 
in situation. 

The entrance of the institution fronts the 
west, and it has several commodious and suit- 
Me apartments. The first floor contains the 
medicine room, the surgical ward, the commit- 
tee room, and a kitchen, with a large cellar 
underneath the whole. The second floor con- 
tains two wards for the reception of patients 
whose maladies require them to be admitted 
into the dispensary, and an apartment for tlie 

F f 
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matron. The fever ward also occuf^ies a part 
of the upper story. There is a distinct ward 
for each sex, with a< chamber for the nurse ; and 
these being separated frem the rest of the dispen-- 
sary, and all internal communication prevented, 
are solely appropriated to this purpose. A small 
wing on the north side contains a kitchen for 
the nurse, with anr apartment above; 

Every annual sabscriber of one guinea oi 
upwards is considered a governor, and entitled 
to vote in all the transactions of the charity^ 
and may have one patient constantly on the 
books.. Annisal subscriptions to a larger amount 
give a right to vote and to recommeiad patienti? 
in proportion to the sum subscribed. A bene- 
factor of ten guineas becomes a governor for 
life, and has the same right as an annual sub- 
scriber of one guinea ; and a benefactor to a 
larger amount is entitled to vote and recom* 
mend patients in proportion to the benefaction. 
Parishes are entitled in all respects, according 
to the sum subscribed, to the same privileges 
as private individuals. 

This institution is under the diriection of a 
patron^ presidents, vice-presidents, and other 
officers; and a general meeting of the gover- 
nors is held annually, when a committee, con- 
sisting of fifteen governors, is chosen for the 
purpose of auditing the accounts, observing 
the economy of the house, and inspecting the 
returns of the sick. The medical department 
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^jonsists of two physicians, two surgeons, asid^m 
^apothecary. 

ESTABLISHMENT, 

PATRON. 

His Gmoe the Duke of Northtimbe>rland. 

PRESIDENTS, 

The Right HonouraUle the Earl of Tankemtle* 

The Right Honourable Earl Gr«)r, 

The Right Honourable Lord Prudhoe, 

The Right Hon. the Viscount Warren Bulkelej, 

The Hon, and Right Rer. "the Biahop ef Durhanit 

r ICE-PRESIDENTS, 

William Busrell, Esq. of Broomepark, 
'Shado Craster, Esq. of Craster, 
Thomas Clennell. Esq. of Harbottle Castle, 
David W^iiliam Smith, Esq. of Alnwick, 
Henry Colling wood Selby, Esq. of Swansfield, 
Prideaux John Sdby, Esq. of Twizell House, 
The very Rev. the Archdeacon of Northumberland, 
'Charles William Bigge, Esq. of Lindon House, 
William Orde, Esq. of Nunnikirk, 
Ralph Riddel/, Esq. of Felton Park, 
Robert Lancelot AUgood, Esq. of Nunwick, 
Wiliiaoi Pawson^ Esq. .of BoltQU. 

COMMITTEE for 18f0-2l. 



•J. A. Wilkie, Esq. Lemington 
.Josh. Hewitson^ Esq. Heck- 
ley House, 
Mr. J. Graham, Alnwick^ 
Thomas Kerr^ Esq. ditto 
A nth. Lambert^ Esq. ditto 
^ohn Scafe, Esq. ditto 
John Carr, Esq. ditto 



Thomas Bell, Esq. Alnwick, 
George Embleton* Esq. ditto 
John Thirlwall, Esq. ditto 
Gerard Selby, Esq. ditto 
The Rev. W. Goldic, ditto 
The Rev. D. Palerson. ditto 
Mr. William Milne, ditto 
R. H. Dawson, Esq. ditto 



TREAS^' A 9BC^'«..— John Lambert^ Esq. Alnwick. 
APOTHECARY • Mr. W. Davison, (acting as) ditto. 

One of the physicians and surgeons attend at 
the dispensary at 10 o'clock every Tuesday 
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and Friday to give advice to those patients who 
come properly recom mended ; and visit at their 
own houses within the town of Alnwick, those 
patients, who, from the nature of their maladies, 
are incapable of attending at the dispensary, 

Fatienta are admitted by a printed letter 
from a subscriber, addressed to the dispensary. 
But persons meeting with sudden accidents, or 
labouring under diseases requiring the immedi- 
ate aid of surgery, are admitted at any hour. 
Patients in the fever ward are on the same foot- 
ing as those admitted into the dispensary. 

GENERAL RETURN OF CASES. 



Vv. ending 

Michael. 


NtiiBber 
Admitted. 


Cured. 


Itelieved. 


TtT^(ular. 


Incurable 


Dead. 


Rem. on 
Uie Books. 


1816 


259 


126 


S5 


11 


5 


28 


54 


1817 


313 


138 


6 


3 


1 


26 


139 


1818 


275 


1.52 


12 


3 





15 


93 


1819 


406 


297 


23 


7 


2 


22 


55 


1820 


35^ 


250 


17 


28 


3 


12 


34 



To the nunil>er of patients adnUtted must be added tl vaccinated in 1816 ; 2 in 1817: 
56 in 18 U; and 13 in \&'2Q, 



JSTATE OF THE ACCOUNTS. 



Year | 


Treasvre7*3 


Trcas%trn*x 


NMiyS^Cm 


IMtt* 


enditiff 


AnvwU litxeiitif* 


Ann, Did>vrscments» 


pwcfiased' 


gnU, 


JMhfir.ri, 


£. s, d* 


£. «. «/. 


£. 


£. 


181^ 


2448 5 


2113 4 0| 


1^50 


•••••• 


1817 


579 


582 1 14 


300 


••«••• 


1818 


54^5 9 6 


431 17 8i 


250 


•••••• 


1819 


1516 3 


1489 3 6 


200 


600 


1^20 


696 13 


8S2 15 10 


600 
3300 


•••••• 




3485 10 ^ 


5449 2 2^ 


600 



By comparing the resuHs of these statements, 
it appears that the institution, at Michaelmas 
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1820, was hi pcKSsession of £ 2700. Navy 5 per 
merits, and a l^alance of £86. Ss.S^d. in the trea* 
:8urei^s account, the whole amounting to £ 2736. 
Ss. Sid. exclusive of the building of the dispen-* 
saiy and its appendages. 

This institution has already been productive 
<>f great and essential benefit ; and it cannot but 
be gratifying to its benevolent supporters to 
witness its increasing usefulness. 

savings' bank. 

Institutions of this kind have recently been 
'established in various parts of Britain, for the 
purpose of affording interest on small sums of 
money which could not be conveniently de- 
posited in banks according to the ordinary 
method of transacting business. 

The savings' bank '^ was established at Aln- 
wick, according to act of parliament, on the 2Sd 
of December, 1816, for the purpose of provid- 
ing for mechanics, labourers, servants, and the 
industrious classes in general, a safe and profit- 

' These institutions present a plain and practicable metliod of 
i>etterlng the condition and increasing the comforts of the lower 
orders of society^ by affording them a secure and advantageous 
Jtneans of laying up their occasional savings^ and thereby encou- 
raging a laudable spirit of frugality. Savings' banks, by leadings 
directly to the possession of property, have in this respect the^ 
superiority over benefit societies, since this necessarily exciter 
ihat self-respect, and fostei;s those prudent and economical habits, 
^whlch in all ranks are the source of comfort and the sole means 
x>frl'sing. 
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able depository for such sums of money as they 
may wish to lodge therein. It is intended for 
Bamburgh and Coquetdale Wards, including 
the south part of Felton and Warkworth 
parishes, and the neighbourhood of Capheaton. 
The institution is established under the pa- 
tronage of eight trustees, and in addition to 
these there is a committee of management, con- 
sisting of forty-four gentlemen, out of which is 
chosen annually a select committee of twelve 
members to transact the business of the bank, 
each gentleman attending for one month. 



TRUSTEES, 



The Right Hon. Earl Grey, 
Sir J. £. Swinburne, Bart 
Shafto Craster, Esq. 
William Burrell, Esq. 



Lieut.»-Gen. Hon.'H.G. Grey, 

John Chitterbiick, Esq 
Prideaux John Selby, Esq. 
Edmund Craster, Esq. 



COMMITTEE for Ijst'l. 



Thomas Bell, Esq. 
John Lambert, Esq. 
William Baird, Esq. 
George Embleton, Esq. 
John Thirl wall, Esq. 
Thomas Kerr, Esq. 
John Allen Wilkie, Esq. 
John Scafe, Esq. 



Rev. William Procter, 
John Carr, Esq. 
Gerard Selby, Esq. 
R. H. Dawson^ Esq. 

Atfdititrs, 

George Embleton, Esq. 
John Scafe, Esq. 
John Thirl wall, Esq. 

Thomas Ferguson, Treasurer, 
I^icholas Hedley, Clerk, 



The select committee meet four times in the 
year for the purpose of investigating the ac- 
counts. Deposits are received at the bank on 
tlie first and third Mondays of every month, 
between the hours of 12 and 2 o'clock. The 
lowest sum taken in is 2s. — the liighest for the 
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first year is £ 100. and for every succeeding 
year £50. No smn gneater than &5s. can be 
repaid to the depositors on demand; and for 
any sum exceeding d6#. required to be drawn 
from the bank, one month's notice must be 
given. The principal is rested in the public 
funds in the name of the trustees, and an 
interest of 4 per cent, per annum is allowed 
to the depositors^ but no interest is allowed 
on a sum less than 25^. 

No capital has yet been withdrawn to make 
payments, owing to the sums deposited being 
equal to every demand. The deposits remain- 
ing in the bank at the end of February, 1821, 
amounted to £21038. 6^. 9d. The institution 
is in a most flourishing state, and has been 
found highly beneficial. It affords to the frugal 
labourer and mechanic in the vigour of youth, 
and in the days €£ prosperity, an ea^^^ expedi- 
tious, safe, and profitable mode of laying up a 
competency for his support in declining years 
or in the hour of sickness. 

ST. leonabd's hospital. 

This was formerly an hosf^tal at Alnwick, 
dedicated to St. Leonard, and founded by the 
Percies. In the reign mf Edward III. Henry 
Lord Percy, afterwards Earl of Northumber- 
land, made it an appendage to the abbey during 
the 50tb year of the same rei^. 

Gg 



SCHOOLS. 



THE jubii-i;e scroojl. 

Tkis school, for the education of two hundrecl 
poor boys, owes its establishmeiit to the muni-- 
ficence of the late Duke orNorthumberlandi. 
who commissioned his son Earl Percy (the 
present Duke) to lay the foundation,, on the- 
day which completed the half century of the 
reign br our late venerable sovereign* It is 
situated on the south side of the Green Bat^ 
and is 54 feet in length within, and' in breadth 
32 feet. The following inseriptiou is cut on a 
large stone in the front : — 

FOR TH& EDUCATION OF 200 POOR BOYS^ 

This School was erected^ and founded 

By HUGH DUKE of NORTHUMBERLAND^ 

on the 25th day 6f October, 1810 ; 

In Commemoration ofour Sovereign, 

GEORGE THE THIRD, 

Having on that day compli&ted' 

tfae 50th Year of his Reign* 
And opened 12th August, 1811, 
Beit^ tKe Birth-day of his Royal Highness 
\ the Prince Regent. 

The present Duke has voluntarily contiiraecf 
to supply the considerable funds necessary for 
this benevolent institution ; and his grace is 
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pleased frequently to excite the indt^ky of 
the master and the emulation of the scholars 
by his personal examination, and by a conse- 
quent distribution of premiums. His kind 
anxiety for the welfare of the children is not 
terminated with the period of their attendance 
at the schiDol, but substantial rewards are given 
to those who in the first three ye^ws from their 
entraace into agricultural or mechanic^ ser- 
vices, may have merited the approbation of 
their employers by steadiness, honesty, and a 
diligent observance of their respective duties. 

THE DUCHESS' SCHOOI^ 

The school in Canongate for poor . girls was 
originally instituted by her grace the late 
Duchess of Northumberland ; and as the con- 
jugal duties of that most exemplary woman 
almost entirely confined her to the chamber erf 
her suffering lord, she readily accepted the prof, 
fered assistance of some of the most respectable 
ktdies of Alnwick in the formation and super- 
intendance of her new establishment 

With equal benevolence, and with far greater 
opportunities of personal inspection, the present 
Duchess has fostei^d and improved the good 
work of her predecesisor, by taking upon hersdf 
the sole charge and maAagement of the school, 
which she has recently removed to an airy and 
commodious house adjdining the grx>unds of 
tlie castle. 



^ 
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The present establishment is fof fifty giris, 
who are instructed in reading and needleworis:, 
and are uniformly dressed at her grace*^ ex- 
penise. As far as experienoe has hitherto gone, 
her grace's care and liberality have been remu- 
nerated by the eaiiy industry and mature pro- 
priety of those who enjoy or have enjoyed the 
benefits of her charity. 

The most advantageous and rational of the 
modem improvements in the art of teaching 
have been introduced into the management <^ 
these schocls» without an entire adoptimi ot 
either of those systems whose respective merits 
created a few years since, so much unnecessary 
discussion. 

BOBOUOH OE f EESKEN'S aOHOOLS. 

Thess sphools ai^ situated on the south side 
of Fottergate Street, close adjoining the tower; 
and were established for the education of the 
fiireemen's children of the borough. 

The Grammar SchoUy which occupies the 
upper story, is weU endowed. The funds are 
about £4. per annum paid by hi« Majesty's 
receiver general, and a bequest of Hie corn-tolls 
granted in the year .1649 by Algernon, £arl 
of Nwthumberland, ^ at the rate or prc^ition 

^ The lories ballifF and burgesses dre entitled to dte receipt of 
titt ooffiMtibt vhkh by the ftsm are dineted to be applM ftr 
and towards the maintenance of a free achool^ or t^ aojr ^^^ 
public use for the benefit of the town. 
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f^ a pound for every *boU <of corn or grmti sold 
ifi the market The com having for some 
y^eai^ been principaUy sold by sample, thi^ 
branch of revenue is greatly diminisfaed ; btit 
the deficiency in tiiis instance Is supjdied 
to a stated amount from the fbnds of the 
borough. In addition to this^ the tarn of £ 10. 
is paid annually by the borough> and there ii^ 
also a dwdlmg4iouse with a stable and garden 
adjoining the school for the use of the master, 
who has also the privily of admitting pupils 
on his own account The number of sdiokM 
educated on the revenue ^Idom exceeds thrive 
or four. Over the entrance of the lower school 
is the following inscripti<»i >-^ 

Hec schola prlmo in usum manicipum 
Alaunensium sdificata Anno Dom. l€87- 
Nunc deomm hmtauratur Anno Dom. 1741. 

The English ScHmI^ which occupies the 
under school-room, was established by the bo- 
rough in the year 1790^ for the purpose of 
teaching the freemen's €hild]:en the Englusfa 
language, writing, and the elements of mathe* 
matics. The children are admitted at six 
yemrs of age» provided they know the alphabet. 
During several years there waa but one master 
with an annual salary of £ 75« exclusive of other 
emoluments, and -the number of scholars was 
limited to seventy. An assistant teacher has 
lately been added to the establishment, and the 
admissions are at present unlimited. 
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There is also a school in Clayport Street. 
The school-house with a garden and an annual 
salary of £lO. for the master were bequeathed 
by Mr, Mark Forster, a merchant of Alnwick,, 
in the year 1726, for the education of poor 
freemen's children. It is now used for teaching 
the younger children of freemen previous to 
their introduction to the other school, and 
there are in general only about five children 
educated on the foundation. The master of this 
school has also the interest of £ 50. which was 
bequeathed by Captain Benjamin Barton in the 
year 1781, for the education of five non-free- 
men's children of the town. 

The Grirls' School for teaching the daughters 
of freemen, reading, knitting, and sewing, was 
established by the borough in the year 1807. 
The children are admitted at six years of age, 
and the number is limited to thirty. The mis- 
tress has a yearly salary of £ 34. 

Besides these, there are several reputable 
private schools for both sexes, with a boarding 
school for boys ; also a boarding school and 
female teachers for instructing young ladies in 
the useful and ornamental branches of female 
education. There are also three Sunday schools; 
one at the Old Methodist Chapel, where a num- 
ber of children are instructed in reading, and 
two others at the Presbyterian Meeting-houses 
for teaching the catechism. 



COURTS, MARKETS, &c. 



The town of Alnwick is an ancient unrepre- 
sented borough, consisting of ancient borough 
houses, for which certain small annual burgage 
rents or quit rents are paid to the lord of the 
manor and borough of Alnwick. 

The manerial rights belong to his grace the 
Duke of Northumberland, who, ^s lord of the 
manor and borough, holds a Court-leet and 
Court-baron twice a year, viz. at Easter and 
Michaelmas. The courts are held before the 
steward, and their nature, is two-fold. The 
court-baron ^ is a customary court, appertain- 
ing entirely to the tenants, in which those 
matters are transacted which concern their te- 
nures only* It is also a court of common 
law, and is before the freeholders who owe suit 
and service to the manor, and in this the stew- 
ard is rather the registrar than the judge. Its 
most important business is to determine, by 
-writ of right, all controversies concerning the 

^ The court-baron is a court which every lord of the manor 
(anciently called baron) has within his own precincts, and is an 
inseparable ingredient of every manor. It is the court of a pri- 
vate individual, whom the law does not entrust with any power 
aver the liberty or fortune of his fellow-subjects. 
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right of lands within the mahor. It has alsa 
jurisdictiorjt in personal actions erf* debt, trespass, 
and the like, where the debt or damages do not 
amount to forty shillings. 

The Court'leet of the lord of the manor is 
a court of record held before the lord's steward. 
Its jurisdiction extends to the preservation ct 
the peace and the punishment of aundrr miniite 
oftfences against the public good. It has also 
the examination and correction of the assize of 
bread, ale, and other Tictuali^ the searching of 
weights and measures, the choosing of consta- 
bles and other officers, and all that belongs to 
the view of fimik-pledge. 

The lord's bailiff is the chief officer within 
the manor and borough, being an oflfce by 
grant from the crown. Eight persons out of 
the common council, consisting of twenty-four 
members, are annually returned to the lord's 
court, and four of them are appointed chamber- 
lains, and sworn previous to the entering into 
the execution of their office, by the lord*8 
steward at the Michaelmas court-leet. 

At this court also all the other officers of the 
manor and borough are sworn. These consist 
of two bread-weighers and ale-conners for en- 
forcing the due observance of the assize of bread 
and ale, and for the searching of weights and 
measures. A deputy clerk of the market, whose 
office is to attend the market weekly to ascer- 
tain the price of com, in order to fix the proper 
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iGisize of b^ead. Two moor-grteves, whose office 
is to imp^unil tattle trespassing upon the com- 
mon, and to t^ke cognizance of all waifs and 
estrays of cattle. Two flesh-lookers for the In- 
spection of butcher-meat offered to sale. Two 
fieatchers And sealers of leather^ but the act re- 
latifig to this ofUce has htely been tepealed. 
Tw{> iconstikbles for each of the wards, viz. 
Varr^Wgate, Clayport, the Market, and Bond- 
gate, iand one for Walkergate* There are 
alto two cbnstaUes ^pointed for Bailiffgate, 
which being parcel of the manor and barony 
of Alnwick Cafi^tle, is not iiiduded in the 
borough. 

Canongaie it) a separate township, and has a 
manor court held annually at Michaelmas be- 
fore the steward appointed by his grace the 
Duke of Northumberland, who is lord of the . 
maaor. At this court there are two bread- 
wdghers and ale-cohners and two constables 
appointed for the township. 

Alnwick being the county town of North* 
Umberland, the county cotirt m held here every 
month. All persons in the county may sue 
and be sued in this court.* It is not a 
court of record, and may hold pleas of debt or 
damages under the value of forty shillings. It 
may also hold pleas of many real actions and of 
dll personal actions to any amount by virtue of 
a special writ called a justicies. This court is 
incident to the jurisdiction of the sheriff, but 

H h 
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the jiidicinl authority is delegated to his deputf 
the under sheriff. The attorneys plead, and 
the verdicts are returned by a jury of the free- 
holders of the couttty, ivho may be considered 
the real jttdge|w> 

The quarter j3es$ion!5 for the eounty are heltf 
at Alnwick once a yeatr, about Michaetaias; 
and, for the convenience of the county, they ate 
held oftce in Newcastle, once at Morpeth, and 
ence at Hexham. The members of parliament 
and the coroners for the county pf Northunir 
berlaiid are elected at Alnlri^. It is also the 
head qumrters of the Northumberland Li^t 
Infantry Regiment of Militia, the staff of which 
is stationed here during the time of peace, and 
the regiment assembles at it for embodyment. 

In other respects, Alnwick enjoys none of the 
other distinctions or privileges* of a county 
town. The county gaol is at Morpeth, wh^e 
all the executions take place; and the assizes, 
probably for the convenience ©f the judges, are 
held in Newcastle. 

Alnwick is privileged to hold five general 
fairs in the year. The first, called Palm fair, a 
week before Easter, is not now observed. The 
second^ called St Philip and St James; fair,.*^ 

^ In the' records of ihe borough there is a grant from Henry 
Vr, dated from Bamburgb Castle, to the burgesses of Alnwick 
and their successors, by which grant they are privileged to have 
a marW, and to hold two fairs in the year— one on the feast 
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ToAd on the 18th of May»— *a large show ofhoth 
fat and lean cattle, a hiring of servants^ &c. The 
third, on the last Monday in July, for variousr : 
kinds of cattle, &ic. The fourth, called Michael- 
mas fair, held on the first Tuesday in October 
for both fiit and lean cattle, horses, kc. The 
fifth, called St. Li^cy "" &ir, on the aftfa of 
December, now principally for poultry .and 
provisions. It was fcn'merly the general hiring 
for shepherds and hinds or cottagers, or double 
servants, as they are commonly called ; but -this 
is now held on the first Saturday in March. 
In 4;he year 1809, a number of the neighbour* 
ing farmers attempted to remove this hiring 
from March to April, -but without success. 

There is an ancient custom retained here on 
the proclamation of the fkir in July. On the 
Sunday evening preceding the fair, the repre* 

of St. PhUip and St. James, and the other on the feast of St 
Lucy, each to continue three days. 

® The custom oF a celebrity on the days of particular saints 
was introduced into England from the continent, and occasioned ' 
chose commercial nmrts denoromated fairs. Gregory advised that 
the people ^ould be encouraged on the day of the festifal ;to 
erect boot^hs of branches about the church, and to feast and b^ 
merry in them with innocence. The people resorted in crowds 
to the festival, and a considerable provision bei^g wanted for their 
entertainment, various booths were erected for the sale of com- 
modities. As the festival was observed on a feria or holiday, it 
naturally assumed to itself and 4ils» communicated to the mai^ 
iJM appellatioii ot/eria or Jair. 

Whitakcr» b. U. c. 1«U 
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sental^ives of the adjac^it tow^idiips tfaiu( dure 
soil an4 service to his grace the Duke of Northr 
iimberland, and the coniltablieis of Alnwick with 
several of the freeholders and tradesknen, attend 
at the castle, where they are freely regaled. The 
steward of the court and the bailiff with th^ 
attendants then proceed froni the castle to the 
cross in the market-place, where the b^iff pro^ 
daiidtis the fair in the nao^ c^ the Duke ^n4 
Ducb^s of Northumberland, aOod caUs over the 
luKmes of the several townships that owe suit 
and service; 'Oiz.^^^the towjiships of Cbatton 
and Cbillinghiim, four mmi ; Coldmarto^ and^ 
Fowbury, four men ; Hetton and Hezelr^ge, 
four men; Fawdon and Clinch, four m^i; 
Alnham and Alnham^moor, two men ; Tug^sall 
and Swinhoe, two men; Longhoughton and 
Denwick, four men ; L^sbury and Bilton, two 
men ; Lyham and Lyham^hall, one man ; with 
the principal inhabitants of the borough of 
Alnwick. 

The representatives who attend for the several 
townships in service are obliged to keep watch* 
at different parts of the town the night before 
the fair, which has been a custom for time 
immemorial. On the fair-day the tenants of 
the Duke withm the barony of Alnwick attend 
at the castle, when the steward and bailiff pro- 
ceed from thence to the market, and proclaim 
the fair as before* They then go to Clayport 
Street, where the fair is again proclaimed ; and 
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fk^lB0itkm(li9(to^ castle^ Tbe aboy^ jkowmbipai 
by their attendance are exempt frcm p^yin^ 
t<^ in tte borQugh for twelve months; ; bwt if 
th^ do »pt aitt^Qd, they must p*y tl»ie s^pae; tiU 
the f|?;a^t yiwrw. Thi3 cu^^tom is the mosl; perf(8«!t 
remtiiw ^w&it^ ftnd wajrd^ that is pr«ser^jJ9i 
«iy pairti «f th^ county. 

*¥ he iii[03k]iy market i« hf^d on tbf? gatjuir^ay, 
madil a Iftjt^ QijEirket for corA. aiid provisions c^ 
Ywi^W kiods^ 4ihe adjoining couirtry heii^yery 
f<^rti|ef The C0ra is mosjtly. $old, by satffpl^^ 
.^dA lA 8(^ prioeipally to. j4Pn*)n. Thfsfe waP; 
ffmm^^^ atkiftd of high market or fair ajt 
Alnwick once a fortnight for the sale of bla(^ 
cAfctie aQoi; sh^p^ bjAt this hps entirely &llen 
into digii^o. 

The, buitcbei^-mwket is held in £[;<mt o£ tt^e 
:s^ha(Qibl^8, a^d few places are^ better su|»pljled 
witii meat» whieh is of excellent ijuality, ef^j^ 
^eially veaH/ Tbe butchers aire partiqular]y cleaii*. 
^ccoifding to the retiiirn^ of the inspejstor. ^kI? 
raw hides»! for th^ ti^t; 4x j^ms, the asveijag? 
number of aaim^ls annually slau^tered aiui 
birought t0.' maikelb 4$ a3l.foUows:-^553 \ilafk 
43attle^ 4973 sl^eep apd lambs^i :5J^7 ca^ycfs, be^ 
.«ides a lajigfi naiqb^ oi^ jsi^f ipe and several 
goats. ) 

Alnwick has the advantage of onfe of the best 
^nd cheapest fish-markets iii the kingdom. It 
is held near the front of the Town-hall, and 
feceives a regular and plentiful supply from 
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Mewton, Craster, fioulmer, Alemou^^ and tke 
neighbouring fisheries. ® 

The poultry, egg^ and butter markets/ are 
held on the Saturday at the west end of the 
shambles. There is usually a large supply of 
butter of good Quality, which fluctuates from 
Sd. to Is. 4fif. the pound of sixteen ouncei^, the 
extreme difference of price befing entirely the 
effects of the season and the dematio. Eggs 
are sold from &d. to 1^. per dozen ; Geese from 
2^. 6d. to 4^. each ; ^id smaller kinds of poultry 
about 1^. each. Potatoes and kitchen vegetables 
and fruits are also exposed to sale in sufficient 
quantities. 

The weights and measures are with a few 
exceptions the same that are used throughout 
the kingdom. The customary and provincial 
measures used in the market are the neia> 
6oiAe/ containing 32 Winchester quarts; the 
eid 6i^Ae4 containing .3 new or Windiestar 
bushels; the new boll of wheat, containing 2^ 
Winchester busheb ; the old boU of barley and 
oats, containing 6 Winchester  bushels ; the 
kenmngy containing the haff of a Winchester 
busher oir* 2 Winchester pefcks ; the peck^ con- 
taihihg the third part of a Winchester bushel ; 

^ In tlie usual seasons there . is a plentiful supply of salmon, 
salmon-trout, turliot, skatei cod« haddock^ whiting, ling, daJ)» 
pUos^ sple, gurnard, herring, Ipbster, and crab. Oysters, mus- 
des, and cockles, are generally sold on the Friday erenings during 
the season* • 
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and i^xe fyrpet ot Jerpiti called also beatment, 
containing the 4th part of a customary pec^k, or 
about three Winchester quarts. ^ 

No manufactures of any extent or importance 
have been established in Alnwick, and its inland 
situation a^ords few facilities to trade. Bein]^ 
at an inconTenient dij^nce from any tolerably 
good harbour^ it darivos its consequence only 
from the fine productive country by which it 
is surrounded.; Corn, pork, and eggs are the 
c)iief articles of commerce. Pork and eggs, 
which are * lucrative branch of trade, ar? 
brought from various parts of the surrounding 
district,' and shipped to London. 

The various branches of the leather trade are 
prosecuted to some extent. The tanning busi- 
ness and leather-dressing are pursued with spirit, 
and skinneries are carried on with considerable 
success. There are four breweries conducted 
on a large scale ; and bricks and tiles are manu- 
factured. The manufactures being but of limit- 
ed extent, the principal produce is confined to 

1 The following table shews the proportion between tlie cus-i 
ternary or provincial and the Winchester measures. 

CiutoQiftry Measures. Winchester Measures. 

New Bushel =: 82 quarts or 1 bushel. 

Old Bushel (or 3'New Bush.) ==. 96 quarts or S bushels. 

New Boll == 64 quarts or S bushels. 

Old Boll (or S New Bolls) = 192 quarts or 6 bushels. 

Kenning = 1 6 qts. or ^ bush, or 2 pecks. 

Peck =: 10§ quarts^ 

Forpet (or i Peck) = 2| quarts. 
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the ty>Dtumption of the immediate neighbour* 
hood. 

The professional apd mercantile part of the 
community in this town are meh of the highest 
respectability, some of whom by a course of 
honeet industry and fhigality huve ateuiHulated 
considerable fortunes. Indeed, it is a eommon 
observation with commercial tiraVellet:^, that 
thdr bills are better honoured ifi AlnWiick than 
in any other town in the kingdom. The shops 
are generally well provided with d variety of 
goods^ and display an appearande of neatness 
and elegance. 

There being no established banking-housed 
in tiie town, all the business of this description 
is transacted by agency. Mr. Thomas Fergu- 
son, Market-place, is agent for the Newcastle 
Bink, Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart. Bigge, Gibson, 
& Co. Mr. Joseph Hardy, Narrowgate Street, 
for the Tweed Bank, Batson, Berry, and Lang- 
horn. 

The town affords several commodious inns, 
and, being situated on the post road, maintains 
an intercourse with other places by regular 
mail and stag6 coaches. The principal inn is 
the White Swan, at which the mail and union 
coaches stop, and all the posting on the great 
north road. There are three other inns much 
frequented by commercial travellers, viz. the 
Black Swan, where the Northumberland coach 
stops; the Star; and the Angel. There are 
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also about thirty public housesr ; and several 
wholesale dealers in wine and spirituous* liquors. 

The Fosi'-OFPicE is situated ;neat the centre 
of the west side of the Market-place* The 
mail aJ-rives from the north about nine o'clock 
in the morning; and from the south about 
half^past ten in the forenoon. ^ The letters 
are ready for dfeliveiy in a short tim^ after 
arrival. 

The Stamp-office is kept by Robert Thorp, 
Esq. Bailifigate Street, apd attendance is givert' 
at the office from nine o*dock in the morning 
iSSi eight in the evening. 

The fixciSE-OFFiCE is- held' at the Black 
Swan Iiin, and the sittings take place every svi 
or seven weeks on the Thursday. 

The Subscription Library is situated iti' 
Fenkle Street, and was instituted about the 
year 1788. The books it contains are the 
joint property of the established members. A 

^ The Union Cdach atrites in Aln^ck from the south about 
Uadf-piast nine o'clock' in the morning, and from tho north 
about half-^past fire in the ereningJ The Northumberland 
Coach aets out for Newcastle about half-past eleven in the fore- 
noon, and arrives from Newcastle about four in the afternoon. 
These coaches do not travel on the Sunday* The stage waggons 
set' out for Newcastle and Berwick on the Monday and Thursday, 
and return on the Wednesday and Saturday evenings. There 
ave common carriers^from all the neighbouring towns- and villages 
every Saturday, and firtoi Rothbury, Wark worth, aiid some others 
jplaces occasionally during the week. 

I i 
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payment of four guineas and a half-yeaFly sub- 
scription of five shillings entitle a person to 
become a proprietor, and to share in the ma*- 
nagement of the. library. A ptoprietor has* 
the liberty to sell^ transfer^ or assign his share ;- 
and also the power to recon^mend periodical 
readers. The library at this time contains: 
about two thousand volumes, and is under the. 
management of a committee elected annually. 
Attendance is given at the library every Wed* 
nesday and Saturday. 

The town is. well provided with water from 
the different pants and pumps, which are ten ii^ 
number, eight of which belong to the borough, 
and two in Bondgate to his grace the Duke of 
Northumberland. There are also two pumps 
in Canongate belonging, to the township. 

The high ftnd the low pants are the principal. 
St. Michael's ^ or the high pant stands near the 
west end of the shambles, and is well supplied 
with water. It is a beautiful structure, and the 
top. of it is ornamented with a. representation of 
St Michael and the Dragon elegantly cut in 
stone. It was erected by the borough in 1765. 
The low pant stands at the foot of Pottergate. 
It is an octagon building with a very Targe cis- 
tern, and was erected by the borough in 1790. 

* Formerly tke grass cross stood" near to where this pant wm- 
stands,, and the malt market was held there. The cross ws» 
taken away about the year 1570^ 
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The town is well supplied with coals from 
Shilbottle, Nfewton, and dther tjollieries in the 
neighbourhood. The Shilbottle coals are con- 
veyed on a waggon-way from the coUiery to a 
«taith at the end of the town. 

The parish of Alnwick is partly situated in 
^e east, divii^on of Coquetdale Ward and the 
remainder in the south division of Bamburgh 
AVard, The greatest length of the parish is 
about eight, and . the greatest breadth about 
five miles. It is bounded on the north and 
west by the parishes of Eglingham andEdling- 
ham, on the^ north-east by the parishes of £m- 
bleton and Longhoughton, and on the east and 
south by the parishes of Lesbury and Shilbottle- 
The parish cont^ns tliree townships, viz. Aln- 
wick and Cauongate in Coquetdale Ward and 
Denwick in Bamburgh Ward. It is also 
divided into eleven constableries, viz. Alnwick 
South Side, Abbey Lands, Hulne Parks, Den- 
wick, Canongate, and six in the division of 
Alnwick. 

The rental of the parish, as ascertained at the 
Michaelmas Sessions in 1809, for laying on a 
rate for building the Northumberland county 
courts and gaol in Newcastle, was £20,72^« 1^^. 
lOrf. The annual value for the property tax 
in 1815 was £ 22,909. And the rental, as ascer- 
tained in 1821 for laying on a rate for building 
the gaol at Morpeth, was £ 20,483. The fol- 
lowing table shews the rates for the parish at 
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tjtiree diff^remt .periods, and also tbe nacoes of 
the proprietors aod tbe rental in the year U66S. 



Piaeu. 



V 






5 



If 



.CotkcdttOe Ward, JSiM 
DMslmu 



A'twd«fc Abby OqnMpe 

-; Mirh 

A^whdi thf^f^rm Land 
men 



ifiU 

— = — Iy!*»©ww 

ry\h Petty 

> r— Towne Houses 

4HMI Fre« Lands 



1 13 
4 . 



10 6 
10 6 

1 6 



£. «. d, 

] 15 



Town Head 



CalUspark 
EarPa Demesne in Hunt 
ley's hands 

In Headstvu'i* 



hands 



hands 
East Park 
H<ddlke 
Hobberlaw 
HuU AUby 

Hull Park 



in Barton's 



Nether Shelld Dikes 
Over Sheild Dikes 
Ru|dey with the Wood 
St.>Iaisaxetfs 
Snipe House 
Stoney Hills 
Tythes Rugley and 

Snipe Houie 
Bogg and Broad Heaps, 

^tsTth Hcsleyside 
Oananmte, with Law- 

?theni house 
4, Vardys L*d there 
ark Henry Facy's 

John Arehliold's 

— — MUboum's 
Weatherbun's 

Denwlek T. 

i — Tyth 

Lands in Ahiwiefc be- 
longhig to Sir Willi- 
am Ftfwick 



«6 

76 

56 

1 6 
4 6 
1 3 
4 
1 



36 
2 6 

76 
S 6 
5 
1 6 

1 6 



10 6 
8 
5 6 



1 4 



S 6 

7 6 

5 9 

1 6 
5 
1 3 

4 
I 



1 6 



5 

76 
f 6 

1 

1 6 



IS 

4 



1 3 



19 6 

4 



1 3 



£»s.d, 

I 13 

4 
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Nanta t^PropHetan In 1663. 
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10 6 
8 
5 6 
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Chatlas Bandling, Ssq. 



/ 



fi« of Northumberland, pari 

Jno* Forster 

tho. Xitealib 

Nath. Salkeld 

Rich. Leek 

Jno. Ridl< 

Edw* and 

Jno. Seott 



I Robt. 



^trather 



> CoU. BmndliQg 



1 4 I Boqegaite Ward 
Markett Ward 
Clfport Ward 
Norra^ate Want 
Waltergaite 
Cann^gidte 
2 6 I Mr Geo. Lysle 




1 5 

5 

2 

76 
2 6 
59 
1 

1/S 

1 

3 
1 
3 
3 
8 
3 

12 6 

4 

1 3 



Em Notthumberiand 



^leut. For^ 

Mr Fr. Aldel of the same 

E« Northumberland 

llr Jabb Salkidd 

Mr Jno. Salkeld, part 

E. Nortbumberland, rest 



>E. 



Northumberland 



Edw. Ward of the same 
E- Nocthumherlaiid 
Thinnas MUeaUb 

Edv. Waid 



fiWRtofvft Wmrd, So,Dh» 
S. Northumberland 
Mr Cha. Brandling 

Francis jtitirliffiff, Mt^ 



40 

55 
43 

67 
9 
5 

20 



10 
24 



60 

20 
12 
19 



41 e 

20 



In the pneedjng toble the tAd orthography has bepi preserved as ptiated in Hadc> 
(MMi's Hist. Northum. voL v. p. 247, MO, 261. 
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The assessed taxes for the year ending April 
5th, IS8I9 amaiinted to £ 2436. Os. Hid. the 
annual land-tax redeemed to £ 32. 3s. Q^d. and 

the uiMredeemcd to £l27. 10^. 9c?. 

The almost total absence of manu&ctuFes 
will in some degree account for the slow but 
gr^ual progress of the population of the pansh. 
The following returns were fnade to parliament 
UJider the population acts. 



POPULATION IN 1801. 



Houses. 

735 



1^1 ales. 

^0d4 



Females. 

266S 



Total. 
4719 



Of these S^^ were tradesmen and mechanics, 6l3 agricuUuristSi 
and ^62 persons of disttnciion, children, &c. 



Housef. 



POPULATION IN 1811. 

Males. . Penialefc ToUl. Incr. from ISOl. 



845 2449 2977 5426 707 

In this return 452 houses were inhabited by tradesmen and me- 
dianios, 1^6 by agriculturists, and the remainder by families of 
distinction, &q. 

POPULATION IN 1821. 

Hours. Faniltes, Males. Pamales. TotaK Inor. flpom 1811. 

823 1404 3678 8254 5927 501 

Houses building S, uninhabited houses 15, agricultural families 
174, families employed in trade 512, other families 7 1 8. 



RETUMif OF TBE aETE&AL AGB8, 

•nrf.lO. lOtoSO. MtoW. 30/^50. 60/oTO. 10io9d, 90«4e. 

M. 732 618 336 5l6 365 101 5 

F. 746 628 537 722 450 167 9 



} 



T«t0l. 



5927 



The increase of population during the last twenty years is 
about 106 houses and 1208 persons, making the average of the 
annual increase above 5 houses and 60 persons. 
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By the registers kept in the parish church, 
the annual average of the baptisms, marriages, 
and burials, registered during the last ten yean 
(from 1812 to 1821 inclusive) is 108 baptisms,^ 
84 marriages, and 117 burials. Taking the 
mean ratio bf the population during the same 
period, it appears that nearly the forty-seventh 
part or one in forty-seven die annually. 

A considerable proportion of the land in the 
parish forms a part of the extensive parks and 
pleasure grounds of his grace the Duke of 
Northumberland, and upwards of 2600 acres 
are common or moor land belonging to the 
borough. The remainder is divided into farms ; 
and though few of them are large, the condition 
of the farmers is respectable. 

The soil varies in different parts. A sandy, 
gravelly, and dry loam occupies the banks of 
the Aln to the east The uninclosed waste 
lands and the hilly grounds to the west are 
barren, though they afford a stinted pasturage 
to sheep and black cattle. The lower grounds, 
when properly cultivated, produce plenty of 
wheat and all kinds of grain ; and great part is 
laid out in meadow lands and rich inclosures. 

It produces nearly the same genera and 
species of plants that are to be found in places 

^ Owing to the number of dissenters of different denotninations, 
tio accurate statement of the whole number of baptisms can be 
obtained, as several children of dissenters are baptized eirery 
year, and are not duly registered. 
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similarly situated.^ Kitchen roots, sallads^ 
greens, apples, pears, cherries, gooseberries, 
currants, raspb^ries, and the other productions 
of the garden and orchard, are raised in great 
variety by the usiral means of cultivation. But 
the frequency of fogs and the cold easterly 
winds which prevail in the spring months are. 
very unfavourable to vegetation, frequently 
blighting the blopm of the larger fruits, and 
giving the trees a stinted and unhealthy ap- 
pearance. In the hot-houses, peaches, pine- 
apples, grapes, and other exotic fruits and, 
flowers, are successfully cultivated. 

The spontaneous fruits are the crab, the sloe 
or buUace, the hazel-nut, the berries of the 
bramble, dog-rose, and juniper, the wood 
strawberry, raspberry, and deciduous myrtillis 
or bilberry, with a few other varieties. 

In the surrounding woods and plantations 
are found the oak, ash, poplar, elm, fir, beech, 

m 

^ Among the plants are found Valeriana rubra, red ralerlan;. 
lonicera xiflosieum, upright honeysuckle; sedum rejlexum,y eWow 
sengreen or stonecrop ; euphorbia ct/parissias, cypress spurge ; 
asplenium irichomanes, common maidenhair spleen wort ; ballota 
nigra, black horehound ; m'arrubium vulgare, white horehound ; 
digitalis, foxglove^ purple and white. Fiscutn, or misletoe, an 
exceedingly rare parasitical plant, is found growing from the stem 
of an apple-tree in a garden in- Bondgate Street. The misletoe 
was con»dered of supreme importance in the religion and super- 
stition of the Druids; and the fruit was thought to contain 
a divine virtue^ and to be the peculiar gift of Heaven* 
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birch, and $ycamore, with a numerous v^iety 
of trees and shrubs in a flourishing state. 

The woods and high grounds abound with 
pheasants, partridges, woodcocks^ hares, the red 
asid- the black grouse or heath-cock, and other 
kinds of game. But ikose parts in which they 
are most abundant are strictly preserved; 
IToxes, rabbits, weasels, badgers, polecats, 
Hedgehogs, wild-cats^ and the rest of the ver* 
min tribe, are tdlerably plentiful^ 

The mineral productions, though certainly 
not distinguished by their variety within the 
narrow limits of the parish, are of some import- 
ance. A small coaUmine is wrought in the 
moor ; but the coals, being of inferior quality, 
are principally used in the lime trade and sold' 
to persons residing in the country. 

Freestone of excellent quality and adapted to 
all the purposes of building abounds in several 
parts. Large quantities are found- in strata 
in the moor and near Denwick. That of Den- 
wick consists of a small whitish brown sand 
and silvery micce. It is of a close compact tex- 
ture, soft when taken out, easily wrought into 
any form, and hardens in the air. It is useful 
for chimney-pieces, ^ jambs, and ornamental 
works. The quarry is troubled with water,, 
and has a roof of rubble end earth about three 

» * 

yards thick, which makes the working expen- 
sive. In a quarry at Stony-path in the moor 
is a whitish-brown freestone with micce, of a fine 
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^it, Mxidmo^e emXy (goU but loss conformable 
•lid pleasstfit uiider the ohisd. 

. l^itnte^toiieis foand in oohsidembleqnantities 
and at a ii^odeitate jtate. It is made into lime, 
wm^^ iS( all tisedin the immediate neighbour- 
hpod. There ate quarries of whinsUme in thd 
moor and iiear^ Greetisfield. There is also a 
ligh^ blue marble, beaatifully variegated with 
small itbite Bi^tr^nshoi, found at Callispark. ' 

Foaail curiosities are sometimes met with. 
F4^ of ati oaSii>» measuring twenty-six feet in 
cirQumfef^eni^e, thou^isnuch wasted away, was 
digged; up in Hulne Park in the y^ar 18 IS. 
f^T^ pieces of oak and other timber are also 
QccaiionaUy digged up in the moor; and some 
of the old^mdrshes on the north side are filled 
wUb ma$s0$ of decayed wood. In these parts, 
hazel nuts entire^ and;paFts of branches with the 
^utide of tfaeinatural colour, fiave been found 
fossil in opQsiderable quantities about three feet 
below the stirface. In Hulne Park there is It 
spring to which medkinal qualities are ascribed; 
and it has been found by trial to be of the same 
nature with the Tunbridge waters. 

* Mr. Wi^Ilid mentions a vast mass of a beautiful species of 
granites which lay in the river near Alnwick. It was a dark 
srtd Sj^ted with gpreen and black, and had be^n partly worked 
f(ok a millstone by some unskilful artificers, who, finding it after 
-tdttcb labour to be k harder kind of ^one than they were ac» 
quainted with, deserted lt| with no small surprise at their mistake. 

Wallit' Hist North, vol. I. p. 96. 

Kk 
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' The dioMte, \vitb regard^ to temperatare^l n? 
extremely variable ; and, like other place$ in th«^ 
l»eighbaiirhood of the sea, the atmosphere is:- 
fiseqiieatly moist and loaded wiA clouds. The^ 
winters are inr general open, though eecasi€na]l3r 
inftenfie ; and the sumixiefft for the most part^are- 
rather o^ and cl6ttdy, ^ Gold and piercing 
easterly winds prevailduring the spring months^ 
but when^ the westenn breezes set in, * the prcM 
gresa of vegetation is rapid. The winds are 
ofte» changing front one qnarter to another 
with gpeat violenccr and this circumstance^ 
tiiov^h it increases the nHitability of the wea^ 
ther> prevents those sti^ations of damp air 
which miglirt otherwise be prejitdicral. When 
the westerly breezes become tempestuous, it is^ 
a swNe indication of heavy raiBs> failing at that 
time m. the western counties. 

From thc' ehangeableness of the temperature 
]^oceeds the frequency of colds, which are often 
the source of other disotrders, particularly con^ 
sumption; and to the moist and foggy climate^ 

' SotnephilosopAitfai ob^irers flBserf Hbat of fate yeaiv b cdiT' 
tBerable change baa taken place in the annual temperature, thr 
•ummers being more cold and wet, and the winters move iniUI 
and open. In a elimat<^ so mutable it^ if difficult t* speak wilk 
precision on the eommencement, duration, and endof the seatona^ 
and accurate obserratibn will shew them to beTery indistinctly 
marked. Chilling colds accompanied with 9howezs of hail an£ 
frosty nights are not uncommon in the middle of June ; ; and aa thr 
summers occasionally exhibit an appearance of winter, the montb 
ef December is sometimes tinctttrad with the mildness of May. 



Irn txmjonctioii with the frequent use^df aniiiid 
"ftKid/ the prevalence of Theatnatism and scurvy 
^may be aaciibed. The town, however, is in 
-general airy and sahibrions, and seldom visited 
^wifch any consideralde degree of contagion. ^ 

The inhalntants of this part of the country 
were ancienldy stigmatized as a savage and bor^ 
4Murous people. But since the union of the 
Jiingdoms th^e has been a total diange both 
with respect to the improvement ^'tlie lands 
omd the reformation c£ the -inhabitants. The 
^commonalty are as dviUzed and inteUigent as 
4heir neighbours ; and are in- general strong, 
Jhardy; :aBd 'fi'esh««eoloar0d in their appearance. 

^ l^e lait time 'flieplagne made rt8'dread](iikrarrageim''i9ffreF- 

««nt parto of England, Alnwidk was one of tbote plaoei tbat felt 

^U fatal effects. TradilioD says that it preriouslj ririted Den- 

-mkk, and almost dap^pulated that viUi^e.. The dead were 

liuried in a field near Denwick, called the-Whlte-Cross-Howls^ 

and part of the cross which has been erected, in memory of the 

^eafl is stitl remahiing. The'iilfectioti ^ Xtng&i reached Alnwick^ 

whare it^rar^ed far some time with equd '▼Idence. The dead 

'wne con?eyed to the place of interment in«arts, which traversed 

the town, attended by the driver and a person ringing a bell as a 

•tfignal to the people to bring out their dead. Tlie custom.- of the 

bell going before the corpse has not been vJong discontinued. 

Tradition further adds, that the market was removed from . the 

^wn to a place called • Bninksmith's Howl, a valley in Alnwick 

Moor, .about a mile and a half along.the west road ; where* the 

country . people stood on one side of. the valley and- the. towii^ 

fieople on the other, . the articles they bartered being placed ifai 

Ahe middle of the valley, and, conveyed away by one. party viwhea 

other had left them. 
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Hie nuiatier oi' familiios that kave mhdbitcd 
the town for a few tucc8ssiv6 generatioiis is so 
.imall, and tht ijiflux of straiigers has been so 
fr^nent, that the {UOvineiAl pecnliarilies are 
very rare, and seldW strildng. In the diakcrt 
ci the lower classes, the ^oonfuskxt of singular 
and plural and the iruisapplicakioh t^ cases and 
genders am var^^ frequsent; AW-*^ themjuee 
xemarkably distinguiahed fay a kind of shibbo- 
leth, or whiii, being a p^uliaf )way of -pro- 
nouncing the letter fi, as if iheytiiiwktd it itp 
£com the windpipe like . the croaking of rooks. 
In other respfK^ts the disfect' they speak fate 
derived itfs pnntipal ! anopiuities fi^dm th^^ mA- 
mixture of Scottish phraseology ; but it is not 
debased by tb^ false acpent aqid quantity so pe- 
culiar .to the dialect of North Britain* There is 
no material distinction between the fesfaionable 
people of this place and those of the same rank 
in other parts of the kingdom. The inhabitanta 
are not deficient in a spirit of enterprise ; and 
the town contain,s. inany ingenious artists and 
mechanics, some <^ whom have introduced 

^ Sir John C^rr, remftrks, that stftne «f the words of this dfalect 
are pronounced precisely the tame as some words of German* 
and have the same meaning ; fot instance^ " The maiden in ito 
blaet" (shy). In German ft runs ihus^ ** Das madefaen is nicbt 
Mode/' The French language is also traceable in the dialedt; 
•as, " Don't fashe (rex) me"— Fr. fUcher. ' " That is a fine 
^oBer" (^oo8eben'y)-~'Fr. grosseille. Among the promcid 
expressionii are, " sheading com** and '* dipping sheep** ioateaa 
of " reaping corn" and " shearing sheep." 



Yiila^bte iQ¥«|iti0n9 aiMJl improyemen^ There 
v» »o 90cifti«B IsMT .tbe9dv^oem«Bt of litahatuire 
and MtoMl^. The litemy produptipn^ dif cQver 
.comid^ral)}^ n^^iJity. and ihttiMAQ!ieDta» but they 
m« obieAy ioftbejligbtev ^ff&cj^a of oompo4itii0q» 
itt 8W9itdaneQ wUb tbe preisfiiiling tnst^. 
I ! tThftworolchdlUQter 0f *be iBb»bitapt9, tbougb 

not »«Aiimdi>vHb ol^fts ;0Clk9gmnt depmtUy^ 
to in tgefenil coer^. ./ The v^o^ of int94c9tioi» 
i$ 4liii08t wbd}ly;jCQnfiiied to tb^i Ipwi^s;^ Ql¥<9e$; 
the vaeuity of ;tbiric : mrndp 4nd th? iw^nt 'of 
inti0nal.qmusjeroei|t imluw^ tb^iii^ ^^Igierly gr^q^ 
lit. wblitfver cfiii >gi;Yi6^.afi jimpul^ to< the r^inan) 
•pifUs^ lAkfii th^ p^^^Je.pf othw.^]]£»c^ they 
are in&oted iwlth; :tibe prevAiliDg pas^Pi^ fi^r 
tinest* whfasb^ thqugh rarely carried <;q exo^s^ is 
« fotbki from wbiidh few are entirely fireed* 
Tfoere is a £bndne6S' for exhibitions ^nd trifling 
norel^s {' and tbeir manners, in noiany respects* 
aw tinptwed with vanity and credulity. 

TheiHip9itstitioiAs observanees are not entirely 
epnfined'to languiabing l^v^^ and despairing 
maids; and t^e passion frf prying into futurity 
leads them after fortune-telling. ' Hence dumb 

^ Some ptftont infected with this mania resorted to an itfaieranl 
ftrtune^teller, who feigned dumbness the more effectually to cim* 
•ceal bis deception and insure success ; and notwithstandbig they 
were at different times promised a different destiny,- yet still their 
credulity led thvhi to thinli tlie predictions consistent and infalliblei. 
-and it was not till the pretended dumb prophet bi4 good monitnf 
to his host and decamped with bb gam's, that his dekided fiiU 
lowers were comrinced of thekr folly. 
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persons are in great request, as they are confi- 
dently thought to be endowed with the mys- 
terious faculty of foretelling future destinies. 

The diversions and pastimes are various. 
The football is an amusement much practised, 
and seems to have been' very anciently observed. 
The young men assemble at the gates of Aln- 
wick Castle oil Shrove-Tuesday, (formerly they 
were attended by muinc), wh^i the porter is 
commissioned to throw out a football, which is 
follow-ed through the streets aiid outskirts of 
the town by a numerous company, and becomes 
the prize of the person who can carry it oflF; 
and, on this account, there is usually a close 
and vigorous contest to obtain this bonoun ' 

The fifth Sunday in Lent, called Passion 
Sunday by the church of Rome, is here and a 
few other places called Carting Sunday. On 
this day the common people assemble at their 
accustomed alehouses to spend their carling 
groats^, when the landlord furnishes the car- 
lings, which are steeped grey pease, ^ fried with 
butter, and highly seasoned with salt and pepper. 

* This custom seems to be derived from the severities of the 
Romish' church at this period in Lent, in ^dieir alistiiieooe and 
mmrCification using such food ; and Marshall in the Saxon Gos- 
pels calls it Care or Carr Sunday. It was veaal, says Brand, 
to §|Hre away beans in the dole at funerals, both with the heathea 
and the Romish cbtirch ; and they are used as a kind of >mouniing^ 
dole on this day. ' The Romans held that pulse was of the highest 
efficacy for invoking the manes; and Christians for «ome reasoR 
use pease in celebrating the death of Christ. 



. . The JSiosken holidays are observed by playifUg 
at the handball and other amusements ; and a» 
this game is rather peculiar ^ to this time^ it has: 
been supposed to> have had a mystical reference 
to the triumphal jc^ of the season. Children 
at tliis time have died and gilded eggs given tO' 
them, wbieb are called paite-eggs^ a supposed 
eorruptian oi pMche-eggs. ^ 

Attballow £ve, called Nutcrack Nighty from 
an old <nistom of burning nuts in the fire, is 
still partially observed. ® In this rural sacrifice^ 
prapitious omens are sought touching matri- 
mony. The name of the lad or lass is given ta 
each nut as it is laid on the fire, and as the 
paired nuts burn quietly together or fly asun>. 

^ The egg was ased in the feast of the Passorer as a part of 
the furniture of the table with the paschal lamb. But it is stifl 
undetermined why painted eggs were peculiar to this day^ when 
they formed no part of tlie day's repast* Perhaps the egg waa 
thus decorated for a religious trophy after the days of abstmence 
were orer, and festivity had taken place ; and as an emblem of 
the renpyation of life^ certified to us by the resurrection from the 
region of the graye. 

^ On tliis erening it is also customary for young persons X» 
inch for apples. A tub being filled with water^ each of the 
party throws in sn apple/ when all in snccessfon dire after them 
to the bottom of the vessel* and endeavour to bring them out of 
the water with their mouth aloDe.— Catch-the<*apple, otherwise 
called catch-the-candle, is another diversion observed on this 
erening. A piece of stick is suspended by the middle, with an 
apple stuck on one end and a Hghted candle fastened on the other* 
While the stick is twirled about, the parties with their hands fixed 
behind their backs strive to catch the apple with their mouth. 
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der, it prognosticates a happy nutrria^e or a 
hopeless love. 

Christoias is the general season of Tisitingy&c 
A peculiar custom^ perhaps the remains of th^ 
Py rrhick or military danoe of the AodQaiis, is 
fitill preserved at this tiibe. A party <^ men 
decked with ribbons travelise the country^ per* 
forming a sword-dance, and gaiherii>g gifts for 
a merry night.<^-*-The YuMaby is a sweetmeat 
image given to children in Commemoration of 
our Saviour's nativity; and the wind^^ws are 
decked with evergreens^ as typical of our ^vi* 
our» who is called * the branch of righteousness/ 

Cock-%h.tiiig is still practised on the holidays 
between Christmas and £aster; and it is not 
easy to state to what perversity of feeling or 
worse than brutal taste the continuance of this 

 

barbaroMi sport is to be ascribed But its advo^ 
cates being confined to the lower classes and 
pursued from mercenary motives, it is hoped 
that it will soon be entirely relinquished, as the 
love of it is manifestly on the decline*-^The 
vulgar sport of bull-baiting was occasionally 
practised here a few years ago ; but this vicious 
and deliberate cruelty is so completely aban- 
doned, that it would perhaps be difficult to find 
any person so depraved in vulgar dissipation aa 
to attempt to revive this odious amusement. 



VICINITY OF ALNWICK. 



Fi^EASlTRE GlfoXJNlXS^ — ALNWICK AND HULNE: 
ABBEYS— BRISLEE TOWEB-^TENANTRy CO- 
LUMN*- <IOLUMN QN CAMFHILL^ &o. 

The vteinity of Alnwick is pleasantTjr diTersi*^ 
fied with bills and dales, exhibiting a variety of 
romantic prospects ; and the peculiar richness 
and picturesque beauties of the surrounding 
scenery and the fine productive country adjoin* 
ing the town render it an attractive spot and an 
agreeable summer retirement. The river Aln^ 
which has its source in a mountain to the west 
of Alnham, after flowing through a varied 
course^ glides smoothly past the northern side 
of the town. Many of the smaller acclivities 
are shaded with woods, and the vales unite the 
beauties of cultivated fields and forest scenery^ 
To the westward a vast extent of wild moor» 
and heath-clad hills, occasionally varied with 
inclosures, and the bleak mountains of Cheviot 
in all their rude ^versity of landscape, give m 
grandeur, bc^dness, and sublimity to^ the pros- 
pect,, and form a grand and sombre contrast 
witb the enlivening scenes of the woodlands^ 
9iod cultivated country in the other directionsw 
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The extensive parks and pleasure grounds of 
bis grace the Duke of NorthiHHiberland, in this^ 
part,, xre admired for their fine shady walks 
and t)ieir beautiful variety of scenery^ eombin- 
mg the pleasing vicissitude of rising hills and 
bending vales, rude moors,, indo^ures, and ex- 
tensive woods, clothed in their rich and varied 
yerdujje,. and unfolding the most vivid tints ' 
of nature^ Tbese grounds are also- rendered 
interesting by various objects, among the most 
attractive of which are the remains of Alnwick 
and Holne Abbeys,, and the splendid column 
oti Brislee Hili 

A neat Grothic gate on the eastemi side^ of 
the castle leads to^ Barniside, where a spacious 
gravel walk winds along a fine high ground, 
whieli to the left commands a wide and beauti- 
fdi prospect. The right side is decorated with 
shrubs and Bowers, through which a path leads 
to the gardens belonging to the castle, in which 
the forcing-houses are disposed in the most 
modems and approved style, and contain a 
choice collection of exotic fruits and flowers. 
Passing the gardens, the walk is inclosed en 
each side with overhanging trees; but to the 
right the eye is suddenly presented with an 
opening of a semicircular form, in which are 
two fish-ponds and beautiful bowers. JLeaving 
this sweet recess, the walk passes through a 
pleasing- grove of oaks, then turns to the Deft 
and leads to the margin of the Aln, an the 
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-- » 

opposite side of which is a nedt eom^mHl with 
^castellated walls and in the Gothic^style ; and a 
little below is an elegant stone Jbridge wiih one 
light circular arch. 

Proceeding onward, the road passes a foun- 

i:ain and ascends ti hill, on the summit of whiS9i 

« 

is a pleasant seat, commanding a fine proispeft 
of the castle, the church, the nortfh liridge, and 
the woody banks of the Aln, beyond ivhich are 
•seen the monument cm Brislee HiU, and .a wild 
but grand scene of Alnwick Moor. At the foot 
of the hill is the Aln, which scarcely appears to 
ilow, or even yield a murmur, except where it 
turns over two <;ascades ; and on the opposite 
side of the river is a large pastuse-g9M>uhd 
beautified with clumps and idngle trees ino9t 
tastefully disposed. Leaving this delightful 
eminence, the road winds down the hill in 
front of the c^tle, through a vaulted passage 
of a beautiful stone bridge of three arches, orna- 
mented with eml)rasure parapets, on which is 
placed the statue of a lion passant, the crest 
of the house of Percy. To the left the road 
Pleads pleasantly along the margin of the river, 
passing the buildings of the castle dairy and -the 
Duchess' free^sdiool, till it crosses iStie river at 
a ford, alid then leads along the base of a steep 
hill, leaving on the left the Abbey Mills and a 
neat stone bridge of three arches, lately erected, 
till it reaches the ancient gate of Alnwick 
Abbey. 
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This was formerly an abbey of Premonstra- 
tensian Canons, ^ dedicated to St. James and 
the Blessed Virgin. Dugdale calls it a priory. 
It was founded in the year 1147* by Eustace 
Fitz-John, who, by his marriage with Beatrix, 
the daughter and heiress of Ivo de Vesey, 
became lord of the barony of Alnwack. He 
endowed it amply out of his bajronial posses- 
sions, as appears by his charter of foundation^ 
4iddressed to William de Sta Barbara, Bishop 
-of Durham^ with all the clergy of the bishopric 

^ This order was founded aliout the year 11 12, by Norbert, 
Arcbbkhop of Madgeburgb ; arid t4>ok its naooe fi;9tx) FremmtMroF 
4umf that is, a place marked <^ by heaven i for thU the name 
was meant to express, being the place where their chief monastery 
In France was buik. It was otherwise called the White Order, 
from the habit of the monks being entirely white.-— Dugdale and 
'St^hens do not agree respecting the time when this order of 
religious came first into England. 'From DugdaVs authority it 
is said that the first of that order came to settle at Alnwick in 
the year 1147; but Stephens, from the. authority of Raynerus, 
saji the order first came over in 11 46. and settled at Newhouse, 
In Lincolnshire, in their monastery built by Peter de Saulia, and 
(dedicated to St Martialis. 

• MCXLVII. Hoc anno Ordo Pnemonstratensis venit id 
Alnewic^ ubi primus Abbas £aldewinus. 

Lei. Col. vol. .5. ^ 71- 
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4ke tithes of Wooler* and two jptrts of the tithes of Hazon, and 
of those of Arnulfi. 

Wherefore I wbh and grant, and stedfastly command, that the 
aforesaid Canons shall all thes^ aforesaid priWi^fes, hare, hold, 
•and possess^ well, peaceably, honourably, freely, and quietly, in 
pure alms ; and besides I grant, and, by my ^charter, have con- 
firmed, the Church of St. Wilfred of Guyson, which Richand 
Tysone gave to the same Canons in perpetual alms, with one part 
of the tithes, also as much ground belonging to the same village 
as two oxen can plough ; and with Brainshaugh, where there Is a 
Church, with Ridley and with Morrick-haugh, as Richard granted 
to them ; also to plough as much as they please of my waste 
ground, and to grind the corn at my mill mulcture free, and per- 
mission to erect a mill on mj farm on the river Coquet, likewise 
a salt-work at Warkworth. ' Witnesses hereto, Hugh Priest of 
Tugliall; and Patrick William Capellanus; and Archibald a 
'Clergy roan ; Bernard a Clerk ; Stephen of Durham ; Richard 
Tysone ; Papady Roger Maleal ; Richard of Rock ; Ada Mur- 
•dack; Ada the Sheriff; Ralph of Tunge ; William Tysone; 
Walter the son of Mayn ; Ivo de Vesey ; AniuiplHis of Mor- 
rick; Robert a lad; Amulphus of Hazon. ' 

In addition to the extensive endowments 
enumerated in the foregoing charter of founda- 
fak>n» William de Vesey, the son of Eustace, 
*^ for the salvation of his soul and that of his 
&ther Eustace and his mother Beatrix and of 
his ancestors," granted three charters confirming 
±0 God and the church of the Holy Mary of 
Alnwick and to the canons of the Premonstra- 
tensian order there serving God, the church of 

* Vide in Dugd. Monast. AngL torn. 2. Diploma Henrici de 
Percy Comitis Northumbrift, cartam fundationis Abbatle dc Alne* 
wike recitans et confirmaiis. * 
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Chatton with every thing pertaining thereunto 
in free and perpetual alms ; the church of Chil- 
Hngham in perpetual alms ; and the church of 
Alnham with every thing pertaining to it in 
free and perpetual alms, ^ 

King John, by a charter under the hand of 
William the Archdeacon, at Bamburgh, dated 
February 14th, 1201, and in the second year of 
his reign, confirmed " to God and the Holy 
Mary of Alnwick and the canons there serving 
the Lord God, the reasonable free gift which 
Walden the son of Edward made to them of 
one turbary between Yerlesset and the division 
of Lemington, and of twenty-four acres of tur- 
bary with the appurtenances in Edlingham^ and 
twenty loads of wood to be had yearly in the 
wood of the said Walden in Edlingham, with a 
prohibition to guard them from being molested 
in carrying their fuel from the turbary to their 
own abbey." ^ They also held the advowsons 
and appropriations of St. Dunstans, in Fleet- 

^ Cartr tres WitL de Vesey filii Euttachii : una pro Eccles. 
de Chetton cum omnibus pertinentiis suis in liberam et perpetuam 
eleroosinam; altera pro Eccles. de Chaulin|^am in perpetuam 
elemosinam ; tertia pro Eccles. de Alneham cum omnibus- per« 
tinentiis suis in liberam et perpetuam elemosinam. 

Dugd« Monu. Aifg. torn. 9. 

^ Cart de Anno Regni Regis Job. Secundo : una turbaria int. 
Yerlesset & dtvisas de Lemocton et de viginti quatuor aor. tre ctt» . 
ptind. in EdeMngham^ et de riglnti quadricatis de m<— o boseo^ 
liendis. sfngKs. annis in bosco ipins. Wald* in Eddvingham^ &c. 

Dttg4. Mon. AngK torn. S. 
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Street, London^ and of Sakenfield, in Yorkshire; 
also lands at Chatton and Fallodon, and four 
tenements and a garden in Newcastle upoir 
Tyne. 

The chronicle of this house ^ is preserved itt 
the library of King's College, Cambridge ; and 
from this it appears that several of the Fercies 
were interred in the abbey, particularly Henry 
the second Lord of Alnwick^ who died in 1851 ;: 
Henry the third Lord, who bestowed on the 
monks 100/.. at his death,, a. d. 1368 ; alsa 
Mary his wife, daughter of the Earl ef Lancas- 
ter. Henry the fourth Lord of Alnwick, a. D^ 
1872, was admitted in the month of February 
to the brotherhood of this chapter^ together witb 
many other knights* and esquires ;. as also, in the 
succeeding year, Henry, hk eldest son, with his^ 
two brothers, Thomas and Radulphus. 

The abbot of this house was summoned to 
the parliaments of the 23d, 24th, 28th, 32d,. 

^ In this chronicle^ there is an account of a banquet given by 
Walter de Hepescotes, the abbot, A. D. 1S76, en the day of the 
assumption of the blessed Virgin Mary, to Henry 'the fourth Lord 
of Alnwick, with the thirteen following Knights : William de 
Aeon, Richard Tempest, Walter Blount, Alias de Heton, Johtt- 
Coniem, John Heron,. John Llttleburum, Ttvoftia» de Ildertoii» 
Thomas de fioynton, Ingram de Urafranvil, J<»1^- de Dichaunt, 
John de Swynton, Itadulphu^ de. Vinenir ao^ many etfters* of the- 
chief gentry of the country, amountng to 1^0', all entertained' iw 
the refectory ; besides 86 at a teeond repast. Tiie eloistere tee* 
were filled with inferior peo|^e of al£ai^»rto»tlte?iUMiOes^«fi 1>M0b 
whe were likewise there' feasted^ 
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and 34th of Edward I. also to that held at 
- Carlisle in the 35th of the same reign ; and to 
the parliament of the 19th of Edward IT. 

The following abbots have presided over this 
convent : — 

Baldwin 1st Abbot . . . . . A.D. 1152r 

Robert elected 116T 

v7iiDerv ••••••••••• •••t**«» 

v7Aumcius •••••••••• •»•••••• 

Adam . 1209 

P oc. in cro. S, Mich«- .... 1224 

Wilhelmus 1265 

John died 1350 

Walter resigned his ofiiee • * •. » • 1562 

Robert succeeded 1362 

Walter de Hepescotes . . . . . . IS 76 

Thomas Alnwicke .... 1432 & 1437 

Patrick Gall, during whose abbacy there 

wei^ 22 religious in the conrent • . 1491 

Roger Acton made his proof of obedience 1 531 

William. Harrison or Halton el. Sept. 4^ 1532 

He made his profession of obedfence to the Bishop of Durban* 
on Sept. 22d following. He was^ also the last abbot, and suv^ 
rendered his. convent on the 22d of December, 1540, in the 31st 
year of the reign of Henry VIII. and had a pension of 50/. per 
annum, which he enjoyed in 155S. In the same year there 
remained in charge 12/. 6s, &d. in annuities, and the following 
pensions :— -Robert Forster 51, 6s, Sd, Roger Sjpence 5/. Rich-> 
ard Miller 6/. James. Samsonne 5L John- Hocbmsonne 5/. 
Robert Baker 5L William Hudsonne 5i, William Saunder* 
r^jBonne IL Richard A&eley IL Richard Wheteley ll. 

During the abbacy of Walter de Hepescotes, 
this house was afflicted with a great scarcity^ 
together with a pestilence, whereby all the cat- 
tle belonging to the monastery were destroyed*. 

At the dissolution, the annual revenues of this 

abbey were estimated at 189/. 15^. by Dugdale, 

^an^ 194/. 7«. by Speed, there being then thirteen 

^ . Mm 
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oanons. Edward VI. in the fijurth year of Bur 
reign, granted the site to Ralph Sadler and Law- 
rence Winningtow. It was afterwards sold, with 
the demesnes about it, to Sir Francis Brandlings 
knight; and the Doubledays derived their title 
by purchase from the Brandlings. The late 
Michael. DiHibleday, Esq. in his will, expressly 
ordered that the estate should be sold. It was 
bought^in 1798, by Middleton Hewitson, Esq. 
one of the:^ heirs, and divided into three parts. 
The part containing the. abbey was purchased 
by his grace t&e Duke of Northumberland 
from the late Middleton Hewitson, Esq. The 
other two parts are in the possession of Joshua 
Hewitson and Henry Hewitson, Esqrs. 

There are no remains of the abbey but a gate- 
way and tower, which, by the architecture and 
arms sctilptured upon the building, appears to 
be of rapre modem date than the foundation of 
the house. This tower is not square, but oblong, 
having an exploratory turret on each corner. 
The* north side is ornamented with a niche, 
canopied;, capable of receiving a statue five feet 
high ;: most probably it contained the effigies of 
the dedicatory Virgin* Beneath is a figure of 
an angel,, in. relief, with expanded wings. Over 
this entrance are shield'sof surms, a cross, supposed 
to be the arms of the Veseys,,and a cross molin. 
On the south side, in a niehe, is the figure of one 
of the religious of the orcfer of White Friars 
•f Preraonstratenses.. This front is ornamented 
with shields> ol^asms, the arms of Brabant adopt- 
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•eS by the Percies, with the arms of Lucies quar- 
terly, the principaf], and also the arms of Vesey. 

Around the gateway on the east side are the 
figures of cherubs supporting armorial i^ields. 
"^On this front are the arms of IBrabant and the 
^arms (^ Lucies on t^gpan^ iftields, also a^canopy 
:and niche for a^sft&tue. A^ove this entrance, as 
also OH the no^h 4side, ^^ore machicdlations ; and 
there has been ai2<apeiture in'the ar<^hing of the 
^teway icn* aainc^y tng assailants. The masonry 
»of this toJifer is 4excellent. 

I'he noble proprietors of the^bbey have made 
^rei^ iflterations on this part of the estate. The 
gea^ens and orchard now form part of the I>uke'« 
{>Ieasure grounds. The curious gateway h^i 
l^een preserved and repaired, and the interior 
£tted up for the accommodation of a porter. 

This abbey has nothing very singular to mark 
3t, as the grandeur of the.monastic buildings lias 
iranished before the destructive hand of furious 
.-zeal, and the slow corroding tooth of time. 
There is no vestige to denote the exact site of 
the sacred buildings, or the place of interment 
of the illnstrious personages before mentioned. 
Still, however, the beauty of the situation re- 
mains to enchant the admirers of the picttipesque. 
The abbey stood at a small distance from the 
•castle, in view from the church, and under a hill, 
by the margin of the Aln, whose winding stream 
glides past in pleasing murmurs, having its 
.4>anks shaded with hanging woods. 
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On leaving Alnwick Abbey a path winds plea^ 
santly through a lawn and enters a plantation, 
where it is overhung with fiDrest trees and almost 
perpendicular banks on the right, the river Aln 
flowing serenely on the left,^ having its margin 
beautified with flowering shrubs and evergreens. 
The termination of this grove presents the wood 
closes, ^ one of the most delightful scenes ima- 
ginable, with the river in view for a consider- 
able length gliding along in a smooth canal till 
it rolls over a. fine cascade directly in front. The 
road is continued by the. side of the river, from 
which the grounds gently ascend, dotted with 
single trees, while their environs inclose the 
whole with deep hanging woods. On quitting 
this -sweet and solemn scene, 'a narrow track, 
with the banks rising abruptly on the right, 
contains only room for the road, which passes a 
fountain of water, called the Ladyl's Well; be- 
yond which an opening of a semicircular form 
shews the woods to great advantage. From 

3 On the right is a willow nearly thirteen feel in circumference. 
It had grown from a twig which was stuck into the ground by 
the late Mr. William Loraine while assisting in making a sunrey. 
The gardens of Alnwick Castle were formerly situated in this 
iplace ; and at a short distance several clay cottages once stood. 
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lience the road leads amidst the shade of em- 
bowering trees to Hulne Abbey; and while 
the contemplation of these interesting remains 
produces the mosit pleasing sensations, it is 
greatly enhanced by the picturesque beauties 
and solemnity of the situation. 

Hulne Abbey is about three miles distant from 
Alnwick. Seated on ^ sloping eminence, and 
embosomed in venerable groves, its ivied ruins 
hang beautifully by the side of the river in a 
woody and delightful solitude. It was the first 
monastery of Carmelite Friars * in the kingdom ; 

* The Carmelites presumed to derive the institution of their order 
from the prophet £1ias> who, they asserted, was the first Carmelite. 
But they were really founded In the year 1 122, by Albert, patri- 
arch of Jerusalem, who with a few hermits resided on Mount Car- 
mel in Syria, whence they were driven by tlie Saracens in 1238. 
They were called Carmelites from their first residence; White 
Friars from the colour of their habit ; also Brethren and Friars 
of the Blessed Virgin. They origfinally wore a white cloak and 
hood, ^nd under it a coat with a scapulary ; but the infidels, as 
a mark of coiUempt, obliged them to make them party-coloured, , 
which, thify ^continued to wear nearly fifty years after their arrival 
in England. About the year 1290, however, they resumed their 
ancient colour. The greatest austerities were practised by them. 
In summer they rose at four o'clock in the morning, and in win- ^ 
ter at five. Each friar had a cofiin in his cell, in which he slept < 

every night upon straw, and every morning digged a shovelful of 
earth for hi9 grave. To their devotions they walked, or rather 
crept on their knees; and imposed strict silence on themselves from 
vespers till tierce the next day. They were enjoined confinement 
to their cells, and to continue in prayer. They ate twice |Mi«y? * 
but never tasted animal food; and fasted frog^li^lll^fof the If ol y^ ^ 
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and tlie acocmnt of its foundation is thus given 
by ancient writers. Among the English barons 
who went to the Holy Wars in the reign of 
Henry IIL were WiUiatn de Vesey, Lord of 
Alnwick, and Richard Gray, two eminent chief- 
tains in the Christian army. Led by curiosity 
or devotion, they visited the monks of Mount 
CarmeU and there unexpectedly found a^coun- 
tryman of their awn, named Ralph Fresbom, a 
Northumberland gentleman, who had signalized 
himsdf in a former crusade, and in consequence 
of a vow had taken upon him the monastic pro- 
fession in that solitude. When Vesey and Gray 
were about to return to England, they strongly 
importuned the superior of the Carmelites to 
permit their countryman to accompany them ; 
which was at length granted, on condition that 
they would found a monastery for Carmelites in 
their own country. After they returned, Fres- 
born, mindful of their engagement, began to 
l(k>k out for a place for their convent ; and af* 
ter examining all the circumjacent solitudes, he 
at length fixed upon this spot; induced, it is said, 
by the great resemblance which the adjoining 
hill bore to Mount Carmel in Palestine. * 

CroM tiU Easter. The rigour of this discipline was relaxed by 
Innocent IV. and the pious brothers had permission to taste flesh. 

^ CarmeMtes were brought over into Enf^and by Ralph Fres- 
^my and placed at A^jfrkk in Northumberland in a wiidemes* 

>8t like unto Mount Carmel. 

-fuYkf^ Clmfiii HM. p. 871. 




nULKE ABBEY. 27T 

The above William de Vesey gave a grant of 
the ground, consisting of twelve or thirteen 
acres in his park of Hulne ; but Fresborn is said 
to have erected the buildings himself. The 
foundation was laid about a. d. 1240 ; and 
Fresborn, gathering a proper number of monks, 
became the first abbot of the order, and after 
having presided here with great reputation of 
sanctity, he died, and was buried in the monas- 
tery, about the year 1274. 

The grant of William de Vesey was after- 
wards enlarged with new privileges by his sons^ 
John and William ; and when, in the beginning 
of the next century, their barony came into the 
possession of the Percy family, the charters were 
confirmed, and additional benefactions granted 
to this abbey, by the shccessive Lord Percies of 
Alnwick, as appears by their charters of 1 9 1 0, &c. 

Cf^xctm of Confirmation of l^tne 3biie?» 

IFtom Gro9^$ AiHijuUUi 6/ Norikumberitmd*'] 

Confirmation by Henry de Percy, son and heir 5tli of the Ide* 

of the lord de Percy, lord of Alnewyk, of a ***^*y **^^- 

charter granted by the lord John de Vesey, and p^^ J 

confirmed by his brother William by his charter, Alnwyk. 

dated 1 6th June 120 ... . By which charter to / 

the said iord John, for the saWatiott of his soul, '^^^ ^"^^ 

&c. did grant to the fryers of the order of the j^^ 

blessed Mary of mount Carmel, in his forest of Confirmation 

Alnwyii, all their yard or dose (area) lying in of their charten,. 

HoTne, with the oratory aiid buildings buflt there- "** f Orther 

in, or to be built, as k lies encfosed together ffl "^^ * ^'"* 
length and breadth within tertain bbunds on eVe^y aiile^ which tfar 
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lord William tie Vesey his father first permitted them to inliabre^ 
and put them in possession of^ to hold to the said fryers of him 
and his heirs, in pure and free alms, with free ingress and egress 
to them and theirs, and all others coming to the said place out of 
devotion^ through all the ways and paths anttentTy used through 
any part of his forest leading to any neighbouring or remoter 
towns, except through his inclosures; with liberty to the said 
fryers to take wood in the said forest for their necessary uses for 
various purposes, and in the manner therein specified, with a 
special cartway (chiminagium) for themselves, or others with 
them, directly through the middle gate through- Filberthaugh, 
passing across to the park pale by a stone quarry (scala) : but in 
case they cannot pass through FUberthaugh, by reason of the 
overflowing of the water, they may pass freely on the other side 
of the water of Alne as usual.— -Also that the said fryers shall 
have free fishing in the water of Alne, as well within the park as 
without, and liberty to dig stone, &c. 

And that they shall have a mrll to be built on their dose to grind 
their com without muleture ; with a watercourse to run firom the 
great water of Alne, through a cut dug by them for this purpose, 
together with a pond to receive the said watercourse by them in- 
closed ; but their miller is yearly to make oath before the bailifiT 
of the said brd not to admit any stranger to grind his corn there. 

Also free pasture in the said forest and park for six oxen^ two 
horses, and two asses, to be kept by a keeper between the water 
of Alne and the north side (costera) of the park, in length from 
their garden towards the west to the pond» Also aU wild bees, 
with their fruits of honey and wax, found in Walsoe and in Holne, 
as well in the park as in the forest^ for the perpetual support of 
the light, of their church, with a provision against the said fryers 
being defrauded of the said bees, wax, and honey, by the forrest- 
ers and shepherds there. 

Also liberty to the said fryers, for thek support yearly, to buy 
a ]a»t of herrings in. the market of Alnmouth, as the burgesses 
there buy them. in times of taking herrings and other fish neces* 
9ary for their suppqrt, and all other things to be sdd in the sai4 
borough of which they shall have need.— —They shall also, have 
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yearly ©ot of the'lord's coney-warren of Hotighton one trusi of 
(coneys) at Easteti and another at the assumption of the blesbed' 
Mary ; and certain quantities of rushes (cirpos) and twelve loud* 
of broom (spartum) %o eoTer thehr honses in the manner thereh» 

mentioned. And of another charter of the said John de Vesey, 

confirmed by the said Wm. de Vesey by his charter, dated 1 6tk 
June 129^9 by which the said John, for the good ofhis soul, &c. 
grant* to the said fryers of Holne twenty marks sCerling in pure 
and fnse alias, to be tiiken by tfa« said fryers and thehr successors 
every year out of the farms of the said John de Vesey's mills of 
Alnwy k, for their fiving, support, and other necessary maintenance, 
at the feasts of St. Martin in winter, and Pentecost; for the pay« 
ment whereof, the farmers of the said mills shall do fealty to the 
said fryers ; and that the said lord's own bailiff should dbtraiii 
the farmers for the payment thereof to the said fryers* • • . * 

A further confirmation by sir Henry de Percy .- ^ -««. 
(subscribed under the above) of the abovemen- Sir Henry dePer< 
tioned grants and confirmations 1^ John and Wm« ey to the fryer» 
de^esej, with an additional grant from the said ^^ Hafiie, fur- 
sir Henry to the said fVyera of Holne and their . ^ . ' 
•^ ' tion-of the above 

tuocessora, in pure and perpetual almfr, of free written charters- 
pasture for two cows in his wood of Holne for and additional 
ever; and that they shaH have in the number of gwnt of pasture 
ten heads, the abovementioned charter of John de 
Vesey granted tathem, two cow» instead of the two asses thereit^ 
Mentioned ; so that in the whcle they shall have in the said wooif 
twelve heads of cattle. 

Henry Percy, the fouftfe Earl of North unr- 
berland, in the year 1488, built in this abbey a^ 
strong tower, as a pface of refuge for the nionksr 
in times of danger; for in the sudden irruptions, 
of the borderers of both nations, those rude men^ 
spared neither plaees nor persons^^however sacred^ 
but laid all waste with fire and swordv 



This towpr, having, been prie^erved more 
entire thaa any other part of iAie abbey, was 
repaired by the noble possessors, the first Duke 
and Duchess of Northumberland, who added' a 
most beautiful Gothic Buildings and Have shewn, 
an. admirable taste both in. the choice and^adap-r 
tatipn of tJ^ (oi-nameots. Ther« had codginally 
been a buikiiiigf which is thought te have been- 
the prior's apartments and to have communicate 
ed with this tower in ancient tiijies. Near it,, 
in old English characters, in relief, is this quri-- 
ous inscrintion :. — 



I 



n t^t am of Cti£(t S|m mlcccciiii.viii 



%%^ fotot^ ^le of l^pri^i^eidao of sprer^on*: & tooc^ 
^|ateie(pou0e3iSpattO i^ goon iadi^'fiin tit\>zftm ang betDe^ 
Daujfl&t'. to ^r aiOTnmi&arbiit rljftt noble ann Jaru? 
CvCe Bf Pembrock ti^b^ ^ovii^ gon sa^e 
9ius hiit^ f)ii; grace co^arbe t^- Mm of t!)tja( '2;ofnv 

I  

Opposite to» the inscription, tliere is inserted 
in the wall an ancient tombstone, brought hither 
from the old church at Alemouth, and probably 
belonging to someof the ancient farpily of Fors- 
ters. It is of a. very singular form, representing: 
a, trpphy, and hung round with, the escutghegns^ 
sword, bugle-horn, &^(u of some oldi \vaiTi<>r^ 
This tombstone is. erected in the outsidewall of 
the M^est. end of what was formerly thft prinppul 
abbey church. 



 . 
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Th^ abbey/ clifurch has had seven windows, on- 
11^ south side* and one. at each end. By the 
side of the -east'tnost windo:v^ of the south side^ 
there haa be^n a font fer b(dy Mrater»<and imme- 
diately above this is a figune in stone^ greatly 
defacsed. This dhiunch, its 123 fi^4ong,. and. S^ 
feci wide* Tb^ parincipal entrance has been* 
ftom the dbistecs by a door on the. saufih side 
near the centre; and immediately opposite the»e^ 
has baen another, dootr in the north wi^^of the 
bwlding. Between the . en ti-anee fron> the clois- 
ters and the oast end of tile churchy, a door opens 
into wiiat was the vestry or sacristy, the walls* 
0£ wfaioh are entire^ aiMi^fonm an; apartment 3S^ 
feet in length and 15 in breadth*. 

Another door, a few fpaces west >of tbe vestry, 
opens out of tbe gi^at church into a^ square in>- 
closii/e^ where formerly was«the cloister^ and this 
baving been the usual plaoe^of interment, many 
skeletons have been found therein. On the^ 
siglpit side af the door that leads from this plaee* 
into the gr^^jt <jhurch is a font for holy water. 

Out of tiUe east side of the cloisters, nearly 
opposite the ndoor of the new building, is tlie 
entrance into the nor4;h vend of the common 
refectory^ a low narrow room where the bre- 
thren used to eat. Its length from north to 
soutli is 39 feet, and its breadth 11^ feet. On 
the east side n^ar the south end is an ascent of' 
a few steps leading into the open yard. On the 
same side, and north of tbe steps, is tlie 6 re- 
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place; furiker north is a smdl window, and 
another at the south end, which appear to have 
been the only parts for the admission of light 
^ Near the north end of the east wall, and 
directly opposite the entrance frmn the clois- 
ters, is the entrance into the west end of the 
chapter-house, which stands due east. The 
side- walls are still entire ; and it has had 
four windows on the south side, one on the 
north side, and a large one on the east end. 
Its length is 38i feet and its breadth 17i feet. 
Immediately within the door of thks building 
there was found, in the year 17779 a skeleton ex- 
Itremely complete and perfect, supposed to have 
been of one of the superiors of this convent. 

Over the refectory, but much wider as ex- 
tending over part of the clmsters, was the dor- 
mitory, where the friars slept in separate ceUs. 
The south end is still standing, and shews its 
breadth. A door out of the south end of the 
refectory leads into the kitchen, where the 
provisions had been cooked for the brotherhood. 
It runs parallel with the chapter-house. The 
fire-place has been in the south wall; and 
it appears to have had celk over it, adjoining 
those of the dormitory, and were probably used 
for the same purpose. 

The ancient entrance into tlie abbey was 
from the soutli, through an €Ad embattled 
*awer still remaining. The lower part of this 
Aower has been a porter's lodge, aiid the room 
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above, the triiy to ^hich is by a geometrical 
«tair, appears from the embattlement to have 
been for the purpose of defence. To the left of 
this tower, and adjbijiing the outer wall, was a 
large hall to receive and entertain strangers, teith 
a chapel or chiirch attached to it, supposed to be 
the same' that is now converted into a dwelling 
for the person who has the charge of the abbey, * 
Immediately adjoining the west end of the 
large hall is a room which, it is presumed, has 
be^ used in cooking for strangers, as there 
have been two ovens built within the old walls 
andare^ yet remaining^ There have been also 
mittiy t)th» apairtments adjoining the south wall, 
the uses of which cannot at this distance of time 
be ascertmned ; but as most of them have been 
floored above, probably the upper rooms were 
for the accommodation of strangers. In one of 
the under apartments has been the cold bath, 
which is still remaining. Near the bath is a 
draw-well, which is probably of a more modern 
date than the abbey, as there is, about half a mile 
to the north, a fountain of very clear water, 
anciently called the Friat^s WeU^ or the Holy 

^ Tltese ruiDfi afford a curicxsity cf ^e Tcgetahle kind. In tkie 
space between the large hall and tiie chapel, or rather growing 
from the sides of the wall^ are two sycamore trees of ootisiderable. 
age and magnitude' which have incorporated into their substance 
great masses of stone, and apparently so naturalized as to become 
a part o^ them; .These .trees eibibit an appearmice equdly singular ^ 
and qiia^ctiMable ; and in that which grows to the sdufh^the 
stones are suspended in a most extraordinary manner. 
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^^(, whjmce thqre has b^n a conduit , to cpuvey 
tbe ^at^r to t^e abb^y. A part of this cpnduit 
was takeB irp in the y^T 18X6* 

WithpA tbq wi^st CMiter wall tbfp^e bft^ \^n m 
obiong bu|14ipg, probably a church oif cks^\ i 
at the,iiprth en^ of whicb^ n^r the tow<^:» a 
Gothic windoiy w^E^s made iiy 1777* to give a 
mpre picturQ$;que term^n^tiqn to th^ venerable 
ruins. 

, A gre^t: part of t>e ^q? wtbin fre. walls, 
iy]bich is now, a gfurie^?, wasipjpsft Jik?ly ox3?upied 
b!)r di^^ffXjent buiidii^gp^ ^h^ jtbis abbc^r wa^ air 
tbp, h^lit of its splepdour^r^or^ parti^u%ly ^f^ 
aflpicient ^coupts stat0 that It^^fis^ wer^ within 
the walls; i^^ven cbm-ches aqd chapels fpr diffi^ir^ 
^nt part;? P^ ?f ftffhip- In the centre of .t|^^ vacant 
ground b!?tween the old tower ai^d ^e south 
wall, there is a small square building, which is 
sppposed to b&ve been a place for gcinding com 
by hapd, frop the remain^ of an ancient quern 
or hand-miU 6xed on a p^rt ^f tbe ruins. . 

The outer wall has auQieptly been emhs^ttlecli,, 
witli sm^U turrets in tl^e ai^gies,, the vei^tiges of 
which are still to be s^en, as well as part of tbe 
€tairs which lead to the top of the wall. An- 
denily there was but one entrance into the 
abbey, through the old embattled tower towards 
the south ; but it had been found necessary to 
make other entrances more cono^modious and 
accessible; and in the year 1777 there was a 
gateway made in the centre of the south wall. 
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and anothei* at the Hdrth-west corner, which 
haVe b^en adapted as much as possible to the 
general style of the monastic bmldii!ig, by 1*fticfr 
the relics^ of «his» lincitent abbey ate ^eserted 
Bs entire and ctoiiipltte as posi^iMe: 

ifhe fiilic>u&' Wographet JoKri Bble was a^ 
membei* of the Cartneflite order, • and lived ifcrttf 
studied in this deltoidus solitude*.— -The wtiimB^ 



* '* Caroleliles (isayft Fuller)' have preserved the successfve 
series of their prorinofak Let tfteni thflrft- Mkn tkh h^nin*, 
oficc eoe^of them,, (tboughr thegrlMi pleafletflo jeer kittvas fotfttllngf 
It i^ thfc lave oft bis de» Dofoth;), who ior fai» youth made tboi 
catalogue out of love tokia order, and preaerved it oat of hia 
general affectioa to antiquity. It is here represented. 



ProvhtciuU 

I RTalpli Frebome 
^ Henry de llanna 

3 R(wer<ftroftwielc: 

4 William Hamberg 

5 Will: LudlingtOtt 

6 Wilt: Newenham 

7 Rich: Wellwcn 

8 WUUanvPagHwt 

9 John Baricemated 

10 Richard Blyton 

11 John Walsingham 

12 John Baoonthorp 

13 John Blexam 

14 John Poleshed 

15 John Foisham 

16 Walter Keitiam 

17 Will: Lubbenham 
la John CountoB 

19 Thomas Broun 
30 Robert Vvorie 
SI. John feLininghat» 
Si Steph: Patrmgton 
33 Thomas Waldan 

54 Jo: Keninghall 

55 Nic: Kenton 
99 Jo: MUverton 

27 John Sutton- 

28 Jo: Vlnde 

29 Rob: Love 

30 Richard Ferria 

31 lohn Btrd 

32 Robert Leabury 



His Ctuniym 

Nbrthuntberland' 

BvU|iiham 

nbrfottw 

Surrey 

Ltocome 

Cambridge - 

Hartford 

Kent 

Hartford 

Linooine 

Norfolke 

Norfolke 

Oxford 

Suffoike 

Norfolke 

VcMrkr 

Coventrie 

VoAe 

Lohdod 

Ix>Ddon 

SnAlce 

Yorke 



Noifblke 

Sufiblke 

JBilstol 

Doncaster 

Linooine 

Norft^' 

Oxford 

Warwick 

NorthtmibcrlMid 



1240 14 Alnwick. 

1254 17 Stanford. 

1272 5 Bnlilhaiiii 

1278 3 London. 

1?80 5 Stanlivrd. 

1303 2 Cambrfdge. 

1305 4 Hutchiiv 

1309 3 M etfi, in Inli»L^ 

1312 7 London. 

1319 6 Lineolne. 

1326 3 Aviniom 

1329 4 London. 

1333 3 Oxf9rd. 

1335 7 Yorke. 

1340 a Norwich. 

1315 5 AlTerrtocr. 

1353 1 Coventrie. 

1359 Si London; 

1362 17 London. 

1379 13 London. 

1398 5 Yorke. 

1399 15 London. 
1414 16 ' Bmb/ 
1430 13 Norwich. 
1444 IS London. 
1456 11' LolMl6ii.< 
1465 3 Doncaater. 
I46i li- Bofldn.' 
1505 7 Norwich* 
1513 3 Oxford. 
1516 3 Cncster. 
1519 3 Chester. 



There were forty houses of Carmelites in England and Wales ; 
and under Nicholas Kenton, their twenty-fiflh provincial, they 
reckoned no fewer than fifteen hundred of theur order. 

Fttllcr'i Chun^ Hist. p. S70, &e. 
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income of this convent at the dissokition, says 
Fuller, was valued at lQ4d. 7^8. at the low rates 
in this che^ county. 

"^he abbey with th^ gcpund adjoinijag was 
granted to Sir Robert EUerk^, ^^ight, in the 
reign of Henry VIIL for the term of his life^ 
i|n4. witl^^ut payment of; rent. In the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, it was purchased of Anthony 
Rone, auditor, and Mr. Richard Ashtone, the 
queen's receiver, by Thomas, the seventh Earl 
of Northumberland ; but on the earl's defection 
it was given by the queen to Sir John Forst^, 
knight. In the reign of James I. it was in the 
possession of John Salkeld, Esq. and was after- 
wards sold to the Northumberland family. 

By the river side, facing the original gateway, 
are still seen the remains of the old abbey mill, 
which was fed by a stream from the river, but 
afterwards filled up when the adjacent ground 
was improved. 

Some of the buildings of the abbey are fitted 
up and inhabited by the persons who have the 
charge of an aviary which his grace has esta- 
blished here. The other parts are decorated 
with plantations of various trees and shrubs, so 
as to render this delightful retreat a spot abound- 
ing with beauty and antiquity* 
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Descending from the sweet retirement of 
Hulne Abbey to the vale beneath, the road 
crosses a ford opposite the abbey » and wind» 
up the mountain, which art every step display^if 
new and beautiful views, till it^nters the woods 
at a gate near the summit,, where the path leads 
to the tow^ erected upon £frislee HiU. 

The design of this towfr is the most elegant 
ima^nable, and it is finished in the hig^best and 
most splendid style of masonry. Above the 
entrance, on the first balcony^ is inscribed the* 
following :-Hk 

MDCCtXXXt 
H. JDVX. NoRTHiJMBRi-^ Fecit. 

A little above the balcony, uilder the 
medallions' ^ the foUotring in^riptton ^-^ 

CIRCUMSWCE. 



• 



EGO OMNIA ISTA SUM DIMIQINSUS 
MEI SUNT OEDINES, 
MEA DESCRIPTIO ; 
BTtfttJE ETXAM ISTAEUM AKBORUM 

MEA Wf ANty SUNT SAT^. ^ 

"^ Tram^iM*^L»dk abottt you. I Kate mcuttuz^cl oat alt 
tlie^e thiii|fi'; they ate my ordetSi it U my planniag ; many of 
these treea hate even been planted by my hand. 



A circular iniiside 6tair-case leAds fo the top^ 
which is sixty-six feet high, and has a balcony 
found it; and, above all, a curious iron grate* 
finishes this admirable column, which is ninety 
feet high. Frotn the trpperihdrst balfeony, the* 
ejcteht aAd variety of ptoafpect are astonishing. 
To thfe #iSrt lies tlife fertile tale of #hittinghaYti;. 
throu^ ivhich the placid* Alh directs its courS^; 
haviifg its envifottaf adorned with the iseats of 
Eslington, Bblten, CalMy, Shawdon, Broome-^ 
park, Lemington, &c. while the eye traces its 
itaeandering course till it is seen almost endr- 
ding Hulne Abbey, as if emutou^ to add to 
the beatities of that charming retreat. To the 
rtortte-west the vast ihountlains of Cheviot erect 
their huge conic heads ; between the openings 
of which is a glimpse of the still more distant 
l&lue hills of Teviotdale in Scotland. The top 
of Cheviot is about twenty miles from hence,* 
aihd the Teviotdale hills neatly forty. In a dear 
day, the memorable hill of Flodden, where James 
IV. of Scotland was slain, may be distinguished. 
The rude mountains to the north appear finely 
contrasted! tvith a variety of hills atid slopes^ 
which are cultivated to their summits. 

To the, east are fine green vales,- in the midst 
of which the town ef Alnwick^ overlooked by 
the castle, has. a most picturesque appearance ;> 
below it the river Aln is se6n beautifully wind- 
ing towards the sea, which terminates this pros- 
pect ta the east and sbuth, and extends along 



tlie^Oafirt fr^pi. t^ie^otHl 1^ Farn Iskmfls to the 
^orth ; y^ ^ot:$o xlktant but that the shipping 
m^y be plainly seen many miles from the lan4» 
^fid affot-ds a fiise mQving pidivre; UpQtf.t|)e 
4^rgm c^ the. sea,, an a Jbold rock, stands Bopfr 
Jburgh Castle i ; tq tbie sointhward the ruiiiifi of 
|])iun$tanburgh . Ca$U$, the tittle port lof Ale^ 
mouth, the towering remains of Warkwortfa 
Cai^tle, Wihk^h, with Coquet Idand, are aniiong 
the most iAnkijug objects ; ,aiid the Jhigh land in 
the couirty of Durham terminates the ^southern 
prospect. To the south-west a wild moor, part 
of the4ii)cient forest of Haydon, rises still higher 
than ^the ground whereon the tower standa. 

Quitting this magnificent structure, the road 
<;tosses a small circular plain inclosed with wood^ 
^nd winds round the edge of a most astonishing 
precipice, presenting a noble wild scenery;- and 
<Hx;asionally are interspersed some of those rude 
pyraooids of stone called cairnSj erected in 
an^eilt times for landmarks. Frooeeding on, a 
path ^ the left leads to a natural cave amjidfit 
the cliffs of the rocks, adorned with a hermits 
and other statues, not ill adapted to its retired 
situation. From hence proceeding through 
the woods, a gate opens into an extensive 
pasture-ground, where a nK)st beautiful land- 
scape suddenly presents itself to the view; 
Alnwick Castle standing on an eminence, the 
foot of which is washed by the river Aln, ap- 
pears detached from the town, while the swell- 
ing towers of that noble edifice proudly elevate 
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theit battlements, and bring to remembrance 
the importance of this fbrtress in aftdent times. 
Beyond this is seen RatHheugh Crag with its 
"Observatory ; the town and port of Alemouth, 
^E^ a great extent of ocean. Descending the 
pasture-grounds^ the toad leads through a shrub- 
bery into a plantation of forest trees> where, on 
the right, is a porter's lodge of eiegatlt mason- 
a^orlc, in the modem Gothic The road then 
descends into a sequestered vafe, passing under 
^ dSff with overhanging trees, and watered at 
ihe foot by a dear running brook, widi fine 
water-Mis. On turning to the right, the road 
crosses the livulet, ascends a steep romantic hiS, 
and passes through a Cotbic gateway, which, 
representing as it were an outwork from the 
castle, is with great ^apiiety ornamented with 
battlements and a portcull|9. A sptciocis road 
then leads to the great gate of Hie castle ; in 
passing to whidi, on the right, is the monument 
to point out the place wha:^ Wllimm king of 
:Scotland was taken prisoner in the year 1174y 
while besieging Alnwick Castla 

The range of the pleasure grounds is eon^ 
tinned by a pleasant coadh-road, which com- 
mences at the end of the north bridge and 
leads to the east through the extensive lawn 
•or pasture-ground • to the nortii ^of the river, 

^ The commoiiicar^way to Denwick and the vlHagee in that 
•dtfection formerly passed through this grtmnd. It was dianged 
by the first Du^ of Northumberland, who caused a new lirii^ of 
Toad to be made, leading from the east end <0f Bondgate Street. 



I ' 
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v/hfsim then is a delightCiil and continued pros- 
ptot 4£ the eastia Passing the New Mills, ^ 
tile road leads ittto a haugh inclosed with 
trees, wfaeie a vista forased by the ardi of 
the adjotnitig bridge discloses a striking view 
«f the eastle, which greatly heightens the 
l^uty of this pleasing scene« From hence 
4the road is isoti^iied by the naargin of the ri- 
•v*r to Denwtck FuUing Miii, where it winds 
to the left and l^averees several fields and ^bun* 
stations till it readhes Ratsheugh Cng« ' 

9 At 4ie fokUng Off ihe -IbuOdiog 4£ ihtse vxOm, in the year 
n6H, fln d^fSBt ma^ aiiiiptupiis eotertetnoMQt was provided for 
4be eofin^erj t9 wMch tbe inliabitants «f Alnwick were invited 
by the common crier. Ameng the great Tarietj of dishes there 
was an enormous dumpling of a globular figure^ which measured 
eight feet in circumiereace, and contained sixty-eight pounds 
<>f wlieat idtir> ^rtj-twe pounds of earrants^ twenty-dght pounds 
^anet, with olluer lagtedicntSy and, when bolied, it weighed one 
Hundred and fiirty^seven pounds* A taUe was provided at Hie 
«nUl door^ whore it was served up to a numerous and genteel 
company, amidst a vast cenoourse of people, who came to view the 
huge curiosity. Upwards of two hundred persons were at dinner, 
«nd the day was conduded with drinking the health of the Duke 
and Duchess of Northumberland and tbe noble house of Perey, 
with many l<yyai and apprqiiiate toasts. The whole was conduct- 
ed with such propriety, amidst the roar of guns and luurmonious 
music, as to give it the appearance of an old English ban<|ttet. 

^ Tills remaikaUy high point aeems to have derived its aaaw 
fiom tlie ancient British, Raithmigh CrBg being a cor ruptioa of 
that language. The original is Rhawd uwch crao ; that is, 
** The tvay over the precipitous rock" There has been an en- 
campment on this place, the trenches of which were filled up in 
the seventeenth centuxyt 
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This sjbapendous and romantic rock rises per- 
pendicularly several feet above the surrounding 
ptantation. The road passes ibytiie side of the 
Crag towards the sotith point, where it leads 
up an acdivity among trees and flowering 
shrubs, the prospect heightening at^very step, 
from this plaoe, Ratsheugh obsiervatory and 
Jthe keeper's house have the a(]ppearanQe of old 
xnim. > They were built by the first and seocmd 
X)))Jf:6s of Northumberland. The walls are oiv 
namented on the^ outside with rude carvings, 
and a winding stair-case of stone of excellent 
workmanship leads to an open stone gaUery, 
at the end of which is the entrance to the 
observatory, which is about eighteen feet square 
and twelve feet hi^, with a large window on 
each side. The whole is elegantly constructed ; 
and the prospect from this pl^ce is grand and 
extensive. The view to the east terminates in 
the German ocean ; that to the south extends 
to the high lands in the county of Durham, 
4south of the Tj-ne; to the westward it extends 
to the mountains of Cheviot and to those on the 
borders of Scotland ; and to the north, to the 
Fam Islands, Holy Idand, and the eastern 
coast of Berwickshire. 

From this pleasant situation the road leads in 
a winding direction nearly to the sea, when it 
turns towards the north, and afterwards to the 
west and south through ilie village of Denwick. 
Passing along an elegant dry arch at the west 



6nd of the villag^j it eftter» into the White- 
Cross-Howls, a fidd so called from a ctot^ 
having jsrtood on its south side to point out 
where the dead were buried when the plague 
infested Denwick. On leavinjg this fieldy the 
road enters ai plantation about a mile in length, 
at the western extremity of whieh a cross is 
erected to distinguish the spot yfhete Makolha 
III, king of Scotland was slam while besieging 
Alnwick Castle in the year 1093. It was re^ 
irtored in 1774 by his descendant * Elizabeth 
Buchess of Northumberland, and bears the foL? 
lowing inscriptifons 



MALCOLM III. ^' MALCOLM'S CROSS^ 

DECAYED BY TiMfi 
WAS RESTORED BY^ 
Hia DESCiSNOANT 
ALNWICK CASTLE^ ^^j^. DUTCHESS OF 



KING OF SCOTLAND^ 
BESIEGING 



.» • 'J 



WAS SLArN HERET NORTHUMBERLAND 

NOV. XIIL an: MXCin. MDCCLXXlV. ' ' 

' The cross has three steps to the pedestal. Ow 
the north side are sculptured a crown and this^ 

. .* ;EIizal>eth Duchdsff of Northnmbefciand ifraB iinroedi^t«ly;:def 
seended from this unfortunate king, by bis daughter Queen Maud^ 
wife of Henry I. of England; whose lineal descendants were,—; 
1. The Lady Mary Plantagenet, (daughter of Henry Earl of 
Lancaster, grandson of Henry III.) married to Henry P^rc;^ the 
thitd Lord of Alnwick. !2.T.heLady lEAlikheih Mortimer ^m^ 
Hv^ttiot Lionel Dtak^ of €ktrence, sen of Edwavd lib) wVe 
of Hotspur. 3. The Lady Eleanor Neville (granddau/J^ten ;of 
John o^ Gaunt) wife of the second Earl of Nortbumberiand. 
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* • 

tie, and on theaoiitb side a lioo rampant, with 
otber devices. The pedestal and capital of tbe 
old cra»3 are still remilimng among the adjoining 
trees. On leaving the cross, a gate opens to the 
great post road, one mile from Alnwidc. 

This drcttit extends several mile% and standi^ 
unrivaled for landlseape^^ lieauty, and majpiifi-* 
Gei2ce, as possessing m to emiaeiit degree their 
constitiient parts ; vix. extensive woods^ great; 
ioequalities of ground disposed and planted witb 
the most refined tasted haf^ing a beautiHil river 
moimdering through tfaefn^ 0& the banks of 
which stand the veneraUe rewains <^ monastic 
structures. It displays not (Miily the wild seen* 
ery of uncultivated nature on the mountain 
tops, the haunts of moor-fowl ; but in the vales 
are seen verdant meadows, rich corn land in 
tillage, fruitful pastures, the excellence of which 
the high condition of their fleecy inhabitants 
declare. At the same time the whole is ad- 
mirably calculated for the increase and refuge 
of pheasan^ts, partridgea, hareS) and; aU kinda of 
game that abound here. To these, add the 
boldness and rude grandeur of the mountains 
to the north-west, ibe magnific^ice of tbe ocean 
with its moving sceneiy surrounding the view 
to the east, and the whole of this chrcuit pre- 
sents the richest and most diversified landscapes 
of rural opulenee.an^ beauty, affording a variety 
of entertidament scarcely to be equaled in this 
king^m. 
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This column was erected by the tenantry of his 
grace the late Duke of Northumberland to per« 
petuate his grace's munificence and numerous 
acts of kindness — that generous benevolence, so 
conspicuous in the large allowances he had 
made them from time to time in the payments 
of their rents, thereby enabling them to meet 
the pressing exigences of the times without dis- 
tress and ruin. The foundation stone was laid 
on the 1st of July, 1816, when a great con- 
course of people assembled to witness the cere- 
mony; and the tenants having ooUected by 
noon at the White Swan Inn^ they proceeded 
to the place in the following order : — 

1. A band of music— 2. A gentleman carrying a blue arid 
yellow satin flag, with the following inscription in gold and blue 
letters, interchangeably, '' In honour of their most munificent 
landlord, Hugh, second Duke of Northumberland ; by his grate- 
ful tenantry, 1st July, 1816/'— -3. The architect with a highly* 
finished silver trowel, ornamented with appropriate devices and 
inscriptions.— -4. One of the principal tenants bearing a basket 
with com, wine, and oil.— 5. Twenty-one of the oldest tenantfj 
who had eiUier been 50 years themselves, or whose ancestor^ had 
been upwards of 200 years on his Grace's estate, two and two, 
with white wands.— 6. A gentleman carrying the roll of the late 
Percy tenantry volunteers, hermetically closed in a glass tube.— 
7* Two clergymen in their gowns.-^8. The standing committee. 
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tw« and/twoi and then tK« rest' of tiie prKicifMil tenant** On 
arriving at the ground, the procession surrounded the founA»* 
lioiiy and tlie glass tube Vras dell?ered to the architeet to be 
placed, with some medals, in a cavity cut in the lowest stone to< 
receive them. The tube contained the names of the tenants that 
composed the late Percy tenantry ve)Unteers> wMch corps consist- 
ed of upwards o€ 1500 men» aird bad this memorandiun attached 
ttk tha Ust» which covered a large sheet of vellum. ** Roll of the 
Percy. Tenantry Volunteer Artillery, Cavalry, and Riflemen, 
who, during fifteen years.of war, were clothed, paid, and in every 
respect maintdned* in arms, at' the sofe expense of that princely 
patriot, Hagh, SnJ Dbk'e of Northumberland, Knight of the 
Garter, who placed the noUe heir of his house. Earl Percy, at 
thmt head. H^, pursuing the example of his •exalted father, stood- 
forward early in the defence of hir country ; and his followers in 
armi» JQinmg the other tenants of the noble Duke, anxious to 
record their attachment to the Percy family, have caused this list 
of the persons composing his Lordship's corps to be laid under the 
columir which; the tenants are raising with their own haads> to 
record f<ur everl^ Grace's many acts of munificence and geoeio- 
sity." The cause of tlus deposit bdng explained to the oompanj» 
the large centre stone for the building was rolled over it, and the 
twenty-one oldest tenants went through the usual . ceremony of 
using the trowel, and the stone was riveted down. When the 
clergyman had concluded the prayer, the com, wine, and oiU 
were poured, upon the stone, and the company united in shouta 
of applause.; after which, the procession returned in the same 
order. 

The tenantry of his grace tlie Duke of Nor- 
thumberland being by his death deprived of the 
pleasure of presenting this magnificent monu- 
ment of their gratitude to himself, the work 
was surrendered to the care of his son and suc- 
cessor, the present Duke of Northumberland. 



"The column 'Wbs :built t>a tiie j^n 'cff his 
Igrace's archtCect, the kte D. Stephehson, Em|; 
H>f Newcastle It is placed on a beautiful 
Icnowl a^oining the road on the south entlrance 
into the town, and cannot .fail to convey the 
idea of. an ^ approach to a place floudsbing un- 
der the protection and auspices of a family 
^hose wealth and power are only exceeded by 
their virtue and benevolence. The far-famed 
columns raised by imperial Rome to her horoes 
invariably rise from pedestals, as does our Lon- 
doB Monument, and Buonaparte's Txrasen pillar 
in the Place Vendome at Paris. But a pedestal 
ill accords with the dignified simplicity of the 
Crrecian Doric, and the Percy Column rises 
without the incumbrance of a pedestal, and is 
seen in every direction elevating itself to the 
height of eigfaty-three feet distinct from -aD its 
Bdjuncts. It may be ascended to its whole 
lieight by 'a circular stair, and the view from 
the top amply compensates for »the bodily fa- 
tigue required to obtain it. 

The column stands on a basement upwards 
of ninety ieet in circumference, built with a 
species of rose^oloured granite. This basement 
is ascended by steps in four divisions, separated 
hy huge plinths, on which are placed colossal 
lions raised on bases of polished blaclc marble. 
From this basement another elevation rises, 
which finishes with a gallery, having its angles 
ornamented by Etruscan pilasters, and the sides 
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fonned into square panels ; that facing the east 
Gontaina the following in^scriptian :• — 

-TO 

HUG», DUKE OF NOBTHUMBBRLAND, K. G. 

TpiS COLUMN 
IS EBECTEB, DEDICATED, AND INSCBIBED, 

BY 
A aiiATE?UL AND UNITED TENANTPEY 

ANNO DOMINI 
MDCCCXVL 

In each of the four panels of the parapet of 
the gallery is engraven the armjorial motto of 
the noble family of Percy. — • 

» a 

w * 

ESPEBANCE EN DIEU. 

 

Out of this galley tliw column rises, riesting 
on a squared plinth, agreeably to th« praetioe 
of the purest age of Grecian a^rchitectujre. The 
capital of the column forma a light viranda, 
secured by an elegant iron paling; and &om 
this viranda a circular pedestal ris^es, supporting 
a lion passant, the creat of the house of Per^. 
The stone of this beautiful structure was 
worked in a neighbouring quarry on the estate 
of the family, and resemUes the colour and 
grit of the finest Portland stone. The blads: 
marble was had from the same qua^. The 
wh<de of the masonry is highly poUshed and 
excellent; and the column is sun^nded and 
protected from trespass hy an irm j^ng* 



SWANSFXELD HOUSE. 

; ( • ; ' 

' • I '  

The seat of Hbnb^y Collinqwood Selby, 
Ssq. stands at a Amt diist^ce^to the west of 
l^lie town. It is pleasuntly t^itu^ted;: having a 
fine lawn in fVont, and beatitifiil walks and 
plantations adjoining. 

A little to the south of this mansion, on a 
commanding eminence, caUed Camphiljl, an 
elegant column is isrected to commemorate the 
victorious efforts of tte British pdtvers during 
the late war* and ,t)ie restoratipQ of peace to 
Surope in X814 Thi^ i^lnffin is executed 
after Vetruvius' plan, and on the square tablets 
of the east, south, west, and north sides are the 
following inscriptions:— 

England kas ntved hcraetf by her firmnefw, 

and Europe \ty b^ .example. 

Pitt, 

This Pillar was erected by 

HENRY COLLINGWOOD SELBY, 

a Magistrate of this County, 

to commemorate 

the persevering and rietorious efforts 

of the British Empire 

by sea and l^nd 

during an arduous ptrMggle i|f zx year;!, 

and 

the signal siic^M^ses $( 

the Powers united with itliM Cflfmirf 

at the dose of that ev«ntf«l period ; 

the expulsion of the Fseadb fteim Russia 

after the bufoingof MoiMx>w 
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io MDCCCXll, 

the defeats of their armies in Gemaany 

in the memorable campaign of MDCccxii^t 

the invasion of France, 

the surrender of Paris, 

the dbwn&n of Napoleon Buonaparte,. 

the re-eiBtablishment of the Bourbon monardis, 

and the restoration of Peace to Europe 

in MDcccxiv. 



Vic&-Adm|i^ . 
HORATIO VISCOUNT NELSON 

of the Nile . 

defeated the French and Danish Fleets 

at Abouldr and Copenhagen, 

and fell 

in the decisive victory 

of Trafalgar 

achieved over the combined Navies 

of France and Spain 

in MDcccv. 



Fidd Marshal 

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON 

having vanquished the Armies of France 

in PortHgid 

and in Spain, 

at the Battles of 

Vimeira and Tidavera, 

Salamanca and Vittoria, 

drove them beyond the Pyrennces, 

and advancing to the banks of the Garonne 

again overthrew them 

under the walls of Toulouse 

In Mpcccjciv. 
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The Right Honourable 
WILLIAM PITT 

directed 

the councils and energies of his^country 

during the first years 

of a Just and necessary war, 

and died in mdcccvi, 

having established 

that wise and vigorous system of policy, 

which succeeding statesmen, 

emulous of his example, 

steadily pursued 

till they secured 

Independence 

for the Nations of the Continent 

and a Peace of unparalleled glory 

for this empire* 

In the same ground with the column is an 
unfinished tower built by the late T. Adams, 
£sq. and intended for an observatory. H. C. 
Selby^ Esq. the present proprietor, has built on 
it a flag ^ower, and inserted a tablet in the outer 
wall, on which are profiles of the second Duke 
and Duchess of Northumberland with the co- 
ronet, and Inscribed as follows : — 

To the memory of his early patrons 

the most noble Hugh and Elizabeth 

Duke and Duchess of Northumberland^ 

not less eminent for their yirtues 

than distinguished by their rank, 

this tribute of gratefiil affection 

is dedicated by 

MDjcccxv. Henry Collinawood Selby. 
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Immediately in front of the mansion is a 
beautiful statue of Peace, with this inscription 
on the tablet beneath : — 

The Pillar on the Camphili 

records the events which l«d to 

the first overthrow of Napoleon Buonaparte 

and the Peace of mdgccxit» 

this Statue is desi|;ned to comoiemorate 

the return of Napoleon from Elba, 

his triumphal entry into the capital, 

and his resumption of the sovereign power 

in France; 

the annihilation of his army 

by the Dukb op Wellington 

and Prince Blucher 

at the ever-memorable Battle of Waterloo^ 

his second abdication, 

his surrender to a British Fleet, 

and his confinement In the bland 

of St Helena; 

the iecMid capture of Paris^ 

the second restoi^atioB 

of the Bourbon monarch, 

and the Peace of mdcccxv. 
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The cxirporation or borough of Alnwick hav-^ 
ing no royal charier grantiDg it priTileges or 
defining its government, and the earliest records 
of its transactions being either lost or destroyed^ 
its original constitution and primitive history 
are involved in great obscurity. 

Alnwick) though a very ancient^ is sot a 
parliamentary borough. It has been suppoaed^ 
that in farmer times it sent burgesses to par* 
liament, and that this privilege has been Irat 
by disuse. Browne Willis, in his <^ Notitia 
Parliamentarian" (Preface, p. xxxvii.) states that 
*' Alnwyk" was formeiiy summoned to parlia- 
ment, i He also reckons it among the boroughs 
that are either distiniguished so in their charters 
or occur by that name in patent rolls and other 
records. But it does not appear that Alnwick 
ever made any return of burgesses. ^ 

Alnwick is an ancient borough, and the 
freemen are a body corporate by prescription* 

* The deputies of boroughs were formerl j sent into parUaneiit 
for the purpose chiefly of making a bargain with the crown con« 
ceming the taxes to be imposed on their own coostitiients, 9nd 
bad merely the power of consenting to the sum to be paid by that 
eommunity they represented. Several boroughs found it more 
eligible to acquiesce in whatever aids the king thought pro[i>er to 
denuuidy than to incur the expense of supporting and defraying 
Um oasti of their deputies in parliament ; and^ on this account^ 
BMnj places that were summoned did not return any melnbers^ 

Q9 



SOi BOROUeH OF ALKWrCK. 

By the name of the <*Burgessesr of Akiwick." 
This is the original prescriptive title, as set 
forth in all the eariy charters and documents; 
but it has been transformed, and perhaps sub- 
verted, in acccmimodation to the exdosive 
system of self*election and secret musagement 
that has^^ sinoe been introduced. 

The freemen originaUy consisted of seraiJ 
eompanies or fratermties, ^ but at this time 
there are only teti#^ xnz, tke Cordwaln«*s or 
Shoemakers,, the Skinners and Glovers, tbeM^- 
dmitts, the Tannersi; the Weaveris^ the Black- 
smiths, the Butchers, the Joiners, the Tidlois, 
and the Coopers. Each company or trade is go- 
verned by an alderman, wardais, and stewards, 
appointed annually, and has peculiar by4aws 
and wd&cs for its own regulation. 

No person can be fully admitted to the free- 
dom and privileges of this borough bst by 
patrimony or by servitude; that is, by being 
the son of a freeman, or having served an 
apprenticeship of seven years to a freeman.^ 

* There were fifUcn free companies in Ifill, as appears bf 
the following extract from the receipts of the town for that jesr: 
'' Received of all the fellowships of the town except the Butchen» 
which the town hath laid out £ 7* that ib, IOs. for every trade 
according to its rate." The Wrights, the Fidlers^ the Dien» 
and the Walkers, are fellowships that have become extinct. 

^ Thexse have been various regulations respecting appsentiees 
and Uie terms of their admhision to the freedom. lo l672 aa 
order was passed and signed bj twentj-six persons—" that every 
apprentice one year after his entrance shall repair to the comsion 
guiljy whensoever assembled, and there shall record bis enUanca 
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The ceremony x>f initiation to the freedom is 
tnaly singular and ridiculous. The persons 
that are to be made fre^, or to go through the 
yoeU^ as it is aptly called, attend at a publie 
meetiiiig in the To^m*hall, on the evening pre- 
ceding St. Marias Day^ and having ^reV'idusfly 
been admitted members or made free of •tbek' 
respective companies, their quaiifioation < and 
right to the freedom «f the borough are no\v 
ascertained. This point b^g settled^ they 4ake 
the ^escribed oath, and pay certain fees ^ ad- 
mission, ^ when tfadr names are enrolled in the 
borough books. The yt>ung freemen then leave 
the hall, and accompanied by the moorgrieves, 
the herd, and the town's waits with music, they 
f>arade the streets, veach candidate furnishing a 
bowl of punch at whatever public house he 
chooses to select. After this they separate for 
the evening to ruminate on the important busi- 
ness of the following day. 

and the date of hU indenture In the town's boolr« and that after- 
wards he shall serve within his master's house at meat, drink, 
«n9 i]o4giog for four j^ars conmlete^" By subsequent orders 
fione but freemen resident in the t<mn^ and who have been freemen 
at least three years, are allowed to take apprentices for the 
freedoon ; and an apprentice 4s to serve his master lawfuUy for 
seven years, and in case of the master's •death or declining buai* 
ness before the expiratioo of his apprenticeship, he is to serve 
aut theremainder of the term te some other freeman in the town 
ar to his master's widow exercising the saaie Urade. 

^ In 1674! (he fees to be paid by the sons of freemen on their 
admission were for the eldest 4i. for the second 2f. 6d. for the 
third, &C. 5v. and a bottle of wine each. Persons are now 
admitted at sixteen years of age, and the fees are about 40^^' 
snduding stamp duty. 
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Early on the n^miiiig of St. Mark's Bftjr 
l[ April 25th) the houses of the new freemen are 
cUstinguished by a holly tree planted before 
Moh door, as a signal for their friends to assent^ 
Uke and mi^e dterry with them. About eight 
o'dock the candidates for the fraiK^hisia, being 
mounted on boirseback and armed with swords, 
usacmble in the market-place,^ where tbey are 
joined by the chamberlains and the bailiff of 
hia.grao6 the Duke of Northumbierland attiaided 
by two men armed with halberds. This aeems 
to have been a necessary precaution in former 
times, on account of the frequent inroads of 
the borderers ; hence the custom of beingarmed 
is st^ continued. The young freemen being 
wranged in order, with music playing before 
them nnd aooompanied by a numerous cavai* 
<Bade, otardi to the west end of the town, where 
they deliver their swords. They then proceed 
under the guidance of the moorgrieves through 
a part of their extensive domains, till they 
^ach the ceremonial well; where their friends 
«wiut tbeir arrival, provided with refreshments. 

7 Tile wbole bodj of the Tesidenl freemen formerly accompa* 
«ded the young freemen roand tbeir bovndbry on tfatt oocasioD. 
In the town's bodes is the following order^ dated April 24, l6SS, 
to praaerve the oontinuance of this custom, which it appears was 
then faUhig mto neglect :*— <* it is unanlmottsly agreed, that upon 
the town's waits giWi^ warning about the town erery St. Mark's 
Day in the morning, i^ery ireeman shall pay a penalty of one 
shilling each, "to iie levied upon their goods and chattels, that 
"doth not attend 4he ^Ihamberlains at the Tollbooth* and from 
whence accompany them to ride the boundary of our moor, exce|it 
^ey shall give « lawful excuse before." 
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Tke well is sitteited near a place called 
JFreemen Hiilf and about four miles south-west 
of tbe town. It is a dirty stagnant pool nearly 
twenty yards in length, and is suffered to 
run out during the rest of tlie year, but those 
who are entrusted wilh tiiis matter take special 
care that it simll not loee any of its depth or 
sbe at flie i^proech of Si. Mark's Bay ; and 
while they ire pdreparing the wdil for the cere* 
ndonial 'plun^ they use various artful oontriv- 
aiices» making brUes and dikes and fixing straw 
topes at iStxb Mttdoi, to entrap the heedless and 
umttspecting-novibos into a thiry plight. 

The young Treemen being arrived at the 
well^ iimnediatdy prepare for immersion, and 
after divesting tfafemselves of their proper gar* 
ments, the3r are soon equipped in a white dl'ess 
and a np ornamented with ribbons. The sovrs 
of ithe oldest freemen have the honour of taking 
the fii9t leap, and being arranged accordingly, 
when the si^al is given, they plunge into 1^ 
ceremonial well, and scramble through the 
noisome pool v^ith great labour and difficulty; 
mid ti^ bdng well drenched and half sufib- 
cated in mud, they are assisted out of the 
puddle at the further end in a rueful condition, 
and afford a truly ludicrous dnd anmsing scene 
to the spectators. 

After this aquatic excursion, they speedily 
resume their former dresses, and taking a drMfi 
to dissipate the vapours after their legalized 
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plunge, they remount their horses and proceed 
to perambulate the remainder of their large 
common, of which they are become free by this 
achievement. In passing the open part of the 
common, the young freemen are obliged to 
alight at intervals, and place a stone on a cairn 
as a mark of their boundary, till they come 
near a high hifl called the Twinlaw or Townlaw 
Cairns, * when they 4set off at full speed, and 
contest the honour <^ arriving first at this hiU^ 
where the natnes dT the freeholders of Alnwick- 
are called over. When arrived about two mile» 
from the town, they generally arrange them- 
selves in order, and to prove their equestrian 
abilities, set off with great speed and spkit over 
bogs, ditches, whins, rocks, and rugged decli- 
vities, till they arrive at Rotteorow Tower on 
tlie confines of the town ; the foremost claiming 
the honour of what is termed *' winning the 
boundaries,"' and of being entitled to the tem- 
porary triumphs of the. day. 

Havipg completed this circuit, the young 
freemen with sword in band enter the town in 
triumph, ^ preceded by music, and accompanied 

' Formerly when the shepherd of the moor dwelt here, it wat 
customary for the freemen to alight at his house, and regale 
themselves for some time dver the bottle. 

^ It appears by a traditionary account that' in former times 
they were met by women dressed up with ribbons, bells, and 
garlands of gum-flowers, who welcomed them with dancing and 
singii^« They were called tmber^waite, probably a corruption 
€i iimbrel^tvaiiSM players on timbrels; waits being an old appel- 
iafioD for those who play on musical instruments in the streets. 



BOROUGH OF ALNWICK. 809 

by a large concourse of people 'm carriages, on 
horseback, and on foot, who have been enjoying 
the pleasures of the day. Having paraded the 
streets, the new freemen and the other equeSr 
trians enter the castle, where they are liberally 
regaled, and drink the health of the Lord and 
Lady of the manor. The new-creitfed burgesses 
then proceed in a body to their respective 
houses, and, around the holly tree, drink d 
friendly glass with each othei;. I After this, they 
j^roceed to the market-place, where they close 
the ceremony over aii enlivening bowl of punch. 
They then retire to their respective abodes to 
enjoy the pleasures of social festivity, which 
prevails to the end of the following day. * 

There is a current traditionary opinion that 
this borough was incorporated by King John» 
and that he gave Haydon Forest or Alnwick 
Moor to the burgesses. But this is totally 



^ The foregoing are the chief circumstances incident to the 
mony of initiation as observed at this time ; but, like other things 
connected with the borough, it has undergone many changes. 
The origin of this strange ceremony is ascribed to King John, 
on account of his being mired in the bog or pool now called 
the Freemen's Well, while on^ a hunting party in the forest of 
Haydon. It is said that this acaident, from which hia attendants^ 
could with difficulty extricate the royal rider and his steed^ so 
enraged the surly monarch, that in order to inflict a puniabmeiit 
on the inhabitants of the adjoining town for neglectuig to keej;> the 
adjacent country in a more eligible condition for his favourite 
sports, he passed a decree obliging every man, previous to his 
being inrested with the privileges annexed to the freedom of tiie 
borough, to encounter a danger similar to that which his sove- 
reign had experienced before him. How far this tradition is 
founded in truth, it is now impossible to determine. 
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unfounded ; for it is evident that the burgesses 
were incorporated long before his tiroe ; and in 
the grant of Ae moor made to them by William 
de Vesey in the reign of Henry II. and wbidi 
was probably executed about half a century 
before John's reign, the burgesses are recognized 
as an established corporation. Any statement 
how long it existed before this time can only 
be conjectural. The seal of the borough dis> 
plays great antiquity. The arms are a rude 



repreaentation of St. Michael and th* Dragon; 
and from the inscription — s: comvne btbgi 
S£ ALNEw;iKE, or commoH seal of the Burgesses 
(^Alnwick, round the rim being Anglo-Saxon 
cbaracta^, and the similarity of the borough to 
Saxon institutions, there is reason to suppose 
that Alnwick was incorporated in the time of 
the Saxons. 
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The most ancient existing records relating to 
the borough are three charters or grai)t;3 of 
Haydon or Alnwick Moor by the Lords de 
Vesey "to the Burgesses of Alnwick." The 
first grant is by William de Vesey, and is 
without date; but was probably made some 
time between the years 1157 and 1185, during 
the reign of Henry Ilr 

NoTiT sit omibf bomlb^ p'sendbf & fu?s hane Cartam visuri^ 
rel audituris qd. Ego Willmiu de Vescji concesai & hac mea 
Carta confirmayi Hominibus meis Buroensibus de Alnewic 
tene de me & de Hsredibus meh illi & Heiedes aui tain libere' 
& quiete aicut Burgenses de Novo Castro tenent de Dno Rege 
Anglise, & etiam habere Comunia Pasturam in Hayden & in 
Mora de Haydene Hiis Testib; Waltero de Bolebec, Rogera 
de Stretenlla, JoKe Viceco Rainaldo de Kynebel, et multis aliis. 

Be it known to all men present and to come that shall see or 
hear of this Charter^ that I William de Vesey have granted and 
by this my Charter ha^e confirmed to the men my Burgesses 
OF Alnwick to hold of me and my heirs £>r them and their 
heirs as freely and quietly as the Burgesses of Newcastle hold 
of the Lord the King of England, and also to have common 
pasture in Haydon and in the Moor of Haydon. Witnesses of 
this Walter de Bolebedc, Roger de Stretevilla, John Vicecomon, 
Reynold de Kynebel, and many others. 

This grant was afterwards confirmed by a 
charter of William de Vesey, son and heir of 
Lord Eustace de Vesey, and grandson of the 
former. It is without date, but was probably 
made between the years 1226 and 1253, during 
the reign of |Ienry III. 

Rr 
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d^econH 0rant. 

flRDUirrp'sentevetftiti q4 Ego WiU de Vesci fil. et^ hes Din 
£u8Ucg de Vesd coDcesal- ct~ he p'senti Carta nea oonfirmaTi 
BuRONSiB^ MEps DE Almwic hjb^s libutea et libas coaaue- 
tudinea de ma et de hedibf meia siet hecBbj suis quiete ft 
pacifice in ppetum tenendas et hndas qs dhs Rex Angi concessit 
Burgnaibi suis de Noyo Cast? et quib^ Itbe uttint <p £t et 
Gomune & Pasturam ut Haydbne et in Mora de Haydene 
dccendendo et ascendendb per Colieregater adeo^ libe qtiiete el? 
pacifice in omib} sic Carta Dni Willi de Vesci avi mei ^ indr 
habent testa In cujus rei Test^ p'senti scpto Sigill meu apposui* 
Hijs Test Dno Abbe de Alnewic« JV^iil. de Vesd fre meo, 
WilL de FurniYa], WiU. de Latim, Raga fiT RiicU^WilL da Bosco,. 
Eudoce de Latim de-Uorseley et altis... 

£bt all. present and to come know that I William de Vesey, soil' 
and heir of Lord Eustace de Vesey, have granted and by this my 
present Charter have confirmed to my Burobssbs of Alnwick 
aU the libertiefi and free cu8toms» to be held and had quietly and 
peaceably of roe and my heirs to them and their heirs for ever, 
which the Lord the King of England has granted to his Burgessea 
of Newcastle and which they freely use, and also the Common 
Pasture in Hay don and in the Moov o£ Hay don descending and as- 
cending by Coliergatfii as freely* quietly^ and peaceably in all things 
as the Charter of the Lord WiUiaro de Vesey my^ grandfather 
which they have from him. testifieth. In testimony o£ which thing 
I. have. put my seal to the present writing. Witnesses whereof 
the Lord Abbot of Alnwick, William de Vesey my uncle, William 
de Furnival, William de Latimer, B^ger son of Bad, William 
de Bosco, Eudoce de Latimec« de Horseley^ and others. 

These cfaartcrrsr were again confirmed to the 
burgesses^ with new and enlarged privileges^ 
and a grant of Hesleyside, by a» charter of Wil- 
liam de Vesey, brother and heir of John de 
Vesey, and son of the second grantor. It 
date the Sunday after Michaeknas-day, 129CL 
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SciANT presentes et Hituri quod uos Wiilms de Vescy fraf: rt 
•• . "^ •* 

lieres Johis de Vescy decSiii. & coaoesdm. ac pseuti Caita nm 

<;onfirmanin fivROENSiBx Nias ok Alnbwyke oms libtates ic 

-_ * «• ■<• 

iibas consuetudines in omibj atout Carta Willi de Veacy pada 
firi quam inde habent plene testat' dedira. eCiam & conceaain* 
cisdem Burgensib3 nris quasdam peoiastre in Xampo^e Bondgate 
•que vacanf Scottefaldhalch 6c RanwelleBtrotfaer cu omib} ai^ 
:ptineatii8 cu Comuna in Hey den & cu oniib^ aysiamentia in 
Hayden More in Mariscis Pascuis 8c Pasturia Petarita Turbania 
& Bruerls & cu amibj aliia ptinentib aula libtatibj & aysiameft^ 
^ib; uti solebant temporibus anceasof nror tarn in raehae 
vetito 4^ tixV Etccienclu est q^ in Boreali pte vie de Boultoa 
que vocaf iSoKltonatir^t^ usqj ad semitam que vocaf Coliergate 
manuu op 3 minlme fiet $ aliquem prula^ ^pirdeaf p nos & dcoa 
-Burgensea quod maauum op inf" pdcas bundas fieri debeat ad 
comodttm nrm & ad * comudum ipor Burgensium per unitu 
aasensum 'Et paatiu*a tota ibidem nob et ipia Burgn8ib3 junctim 
remaneat in.jcomunL "la cui rei teatimoniu huic Scpto Sigillu 
nrm apposuim. Et altir 'Scpto JiuL aiem cotinen resident! penea 
nos' dci Burgensea Sigilia- Sua comune appoauerunt. Et actendu 
est q'' el^dem Burgenaes '& hedes aul ^ libtat hnda in Hayden 
In monse f^ettto cu aula lidtib3 .dabut nob et bifbs nria annuatim 
duos Soiidos medietatem ad festum aci Martini> & alteram 
medietate ad pent, in pptuu Teatibj fire Alan de Staunford tue 
Al^bte de Alnewyke Dms Rado fit Ragi, Rabto de Hiltona* 
Alex, fit ejua, Walto de Canhou tuc Seneacallo Militibj, Nicho 
<ie Hauckin, Henrico de Bilton, Pet! Harang'Tlioma de Rok, 
Jo^e de MiddiltoB, 'Willo fe Mesaag' et aliia. Dat apd. 
Caltborp Die Domea pza'* festum aci MicHls Anno Dni MiUes 
Ducent JNAuogedoM. 

Vranjolaiion* 

Know all present and to come that I William de Veaey, brother 
and heir of John de Veaey, have given and granted and by tliia my 
present Charter have confirmed to my Burgesses or Alnwick 
ail the fibertita and free customs in all things as the Charter of 
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Wilfiam de Vesey my fiither which they have from him testifies 
I have also given and granted to the same my Burgesses some pas- 
tures in the field of Bondgate which are called Scottefaldhalch and 
Ranwellestrother or Hesleyside with all their aj^urtenances, and 
the common in Haydon, with all the privileges ia Hay don Moor in 
the marshes and pasture g^unds, with liberty to get Peats, Tunrea^ 
and Brushwood, and with fdl the other their free appurtenances 
and privileges which they were woiit to have j«d to use in the 
times of my ancestors, as well in the forbidden month as in 
others. And it must be known that on the northern part of the 
'way from Bolton, which Is called BolOtonstrete, as far as the 
path, which Is called Coliergate, cultivation shall hj no means 
be used by any one before it be granted by me and the said 
Burgesses, whicb cultivation may be used within the said bounds 
for my accommodation and the accommodation of the same 
Burgesses by united consent And the whde pasture of the 
same shall remain jointly and in common to me and the said 
Burgesses. In testimony whereof I have put my seal to this 
writing. And my said Burgesses in confirmation thereof have 
put their common seal to the other part of this writing, which is 
to remain in my possession. And it must be known that the 
same Burgesses and their heirs for the privilege which they are 
to have in Haydon in the forbidden or fence month, with their 
liberties, shall give me and ray heirs two . shillings annuaUy , 
namely, one half at the Feast of St. Martin'^ and the other half 
at Pentecost for ever. Witnesses, my Brothel. Alan de Stanford, 
the Lord Abbot of Alnwick, Rado the son of Bagi, Robert de 
Hiltons, Alexander his son, Walter de Camhou, the Seneschal of 
the soldiers, Nicholas de Hauckill, Henry de Bilton, Petd. Harang, 
Thomas de Rock, John de Middilton, William de Messag*, and 
others. Given at Calthorp on the Sunday after the feast of St 
Michael in the year of our Lord 1290- 

Though it do^s not appear that the soil, 
mines. Ace of Alnwick Moor were conveyed to 
the burgesses by the foregc^ng grants; yet 
during a long period the freemen used and 
enjoyed the moor as their own freehold estate, 
and exercised various acts of own^ship therein, 
inclosing and cultivating different parts of it, 
letting the pasturjige, and working and using 
the coal-mines, quarries, kc. as their •qw|i pro- 
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perty. These privileges were enjoyed till the 
year 1762, when the soil, royalties, and mines 
were recovered from the freemen by the Earl 
and Countess of Northumberland, the lord and 
lady of the manor* In 1756 the Earl and 
Countess exhibited a bill in the High Court 
of Chancery against the chamberlains and four- 
and-twenty, and a lawsuit was carried on till 
March 6th, 1762, when the litigation was closed, 
and the following articles of agreement were 
entered into between the parties : — 

I. It is hereby mutually acknowledged and declared bj and 
between all and every the aaid parties to these presents for them- 
selves, and for their respective heirs and successors, that the 
town of Alnwick is an ancient Borough, consisting of ancient 
borough-houses, for which certain small annual burgage rents or 
quit rents are paid to the lord and lady of the manor and borough 
of Alnwidc : and that the freemen of Alnwick are a body corpo- 
rate by prescription, by the name of the chamberlains^ common- 
council, and fireemen of Ali^wick. 

II. That eight persons out of the coramon«council (which 
consists of twenty-&ur of the said freemen, including the four 
chamberlains), ought to be annually returned to the lord's court 
at or soon after Michaelmas, and four of them appointed cham- 
berlains by the lord's steward at the Michaelmas Court-Leet. 

II L That the chamberlains are and ought to be sworn at the 
lord's Court-Leet, before the steward of the court, before they 
enter into the execution of their office ; and that all officers of the ^ 
manor and borough of Alnwick, and of the forest of Hay don or 
Alnwick Moor, ought to be sworn at the lord's court. 

IV. That upon the death or amotion of any of the common* 
council, the remaining or surviving common-council have a right 
to elect another or others out of the body of the freemen, in the 
room of the person or persons so dead or amoved ; and to admi- 
nister the oath of office to such new-elected common-council man 
or council men. 

V. That the common-council hath the power to judge of the 
right of persons applying for their freedom, whether they have a 
title thereto, or not ; and to admit them theretOi or reject them ; 
and to administer the following oath to such person so admitted. 
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You swear that you shall from hencefbrth faith akid true 
allegiance bear to our Sorereign Lord the King, his heirs and 
lawful successors, and fealty to the Lord and Lady of this 
** Manor : you shall maintain from time to time, as often as need 
*' shall require, all the immunities, privileges, rights and freedoms 
of this town and borough, with your purse and person, according 
to the utmost of your judgment, skill, and ability : you shall 
*^ observe and obey such lawful orders, rules, and commands, as 
*' shall be at any time hereafter imposed upon you by the present 
*' chamberiains and their successors, and the ft)ur*and-twecty or 
common-council of this town or borough : you shall not> upon 
any pretence whatsoever, own the goods of any person or per- 
sons whatsoever, but such only as shall really, and IxmaJ^e^ 
be your own pro^r goods; and, in all other things, shall be- 
have yourself as a good and faithful freeman of this town 
ought to do." - ' -But that no person, except the sons -of a 
person being a freeman or dying a freeman, is entitled to freedom « 
but by servitude ; unless first recommended by the t»mmon- 
council at the lord's court, and approved by the lord's steward. 

VI. That the Right Honourable the Earl and Countess of 
Northumberland are lord and lady of the mid manor and borough 
of Alnwick ; and that the forest of Haydon, or Alnwick Moor, 
lies within the said manor, and is parcel thereof. 

VII. That the Freemen of Alnwick are entitled to Common of 
Pasture upon the said forest of Haydon, or Alnwick Moor, upon 
payment of the rent of two shillings per annum for the liberty of 
depasturing their cattle thereon in the fence month : and that the 
freemen of Alnwick, and freemen's widows, hove a right to dig 
as well as cut peats, furzes, turves, and brushes growing thereon, 
for their own use : and that the lord and lady of the said manor 
and borough have no right to grant the herbage or vesture of the 
said forest or moor to their tenants holding by burgage-tenure, or 
any other person or persons whatsoever. 

VIII. That the office of town clerk is an innovation, and shall 
be discontinued for the future. 

IX. That the right of the chamberlains, common-council, or 
freemen of Alnwick, to lay pipes for conveying water to the pre- 
sent pants, wells, and springs now used in and about the town of 
Alnwick, from Alnwick Moor, and through the streets in the 
town, and all the voidgrounds within the manor ; and for that 
purpose to break the soil of the said streets and voidgrounds (as 
heretofore done for repairing the same) be established. 

X. T^at no freeholder, unless he be also a freeman of Alnwick, 
hath any right or privilege whatever in Alnwick Moor : and 
that all freemen of Alnwick, and freemen's widows, be exempted 
frwn all toll and stallage as well on the market-days and fair-di^s« 
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M on other days, acceidiog to their immerooriil right and pri*^ 
▼ilege. 

XL That the pMsent incloiuret, (being part of the ibrett of 
Hajrdon or Alnwick Moor), shall be established to the said cor-^ 
pcwation, and continue to be let bj and for the benefit of the said 
corporation ; but that no new Inclosures shall be made without 
the consent of the lord and lady <^ the manor. 

XIL That the soil and royalties- in the forest of Hay don or 
Alnwick Moor, and in the inclosures made therefrom, shall be 
vested in the Earl and Countess, and her heirs: and that the said 
£arl and Countess will grant to the said corporation a lease of 
the coalmines, limestone and freestone quarries, for a term of 
thirty years to commence from Lady-day, I76O, at a small an« 
nual rent ; reserving a power to the said Earl and Countess, and 
her heirs, to get what coals, and work what limestones and free- 
stones shall be necessary for their own use : save and except that 
the said Earl and Countess, and her hehrs, shall not open or work 
any coalmines, nor. burn any limestones into lime, in the said 
forest or moor, for the first eight years of such intended lease ; 
and that the said corporation, or their lessees, shall supply the 
said Earl and Countess, and her heirs, with such coals and bnmt 
lime as they shall require for their own use, during the said first 
eight years, at the common and^ usual prices paid by the freemen 
of Alnwick. 

XII L That the freemen of Alnwick, and freemen's widows, 
shall have liberty at all times to get limestoneSi slates^ and free- 
stones, in any of the present quarries for the use of themselves, 
or the use of any^ other freemen of Alnwick, or freeman's widows ; 
and also in such other parts of the forest of Haydou, or Alnwick 
Moor, as the- lord's bailiff of the said borough and the chamber- 
lains, for the time being, or a majority of them, shall think fit, 
without paying any satisfaction. 

XIV. That the freemen of Alnwick, and freemen's widows, 
shall have liberty at all times to dig clay and burn bricks in such 
parts of the forest of Haydon, or Alnwick Moor-, as the lord's 
bailiff of the said borough and the said chamberlains, or a majority 
of them, shidl think fit, for the use of themselves or of any other 
freemen of Alnwick or freemen's widows; and in like manner to 
take away turves, flags, whins> and. wattles ; and in like manner 
to dig and take away, sand, gravel, clay, and marl, for their own 
use: and that the said Earl and Countess will grant a lease to 
the said corporation for a term of thirty yean, to commence fron» 
Lady-day, 1760, at a small annual rent, with a power to the 
said corporation to sell any of the above-mentioned articles ; re-^ 
serving a power to the said Earl and. Countess, and her heirs, U> 
dig clay and bum brioks* and to take away turves, fla^s, whias» 
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and wAttlet, and to dig and take away sand, grarel, day, and 
marl, for their own use : and that the freemen of Alnwick shall 
be allowed to set up tents or huts upon the said forest of Haydon, 
or Alnwick Moor, at the horse*races ; and that the lord's baiKiT 
of the said borough and the chamberlains, or any two or more of 
ihero, shall have power to giye the like liberty to non-freemen. 

XV. That the lime»kilns and also the herdTs houses on the said 
forest of Haydon, or Alnwick Moor, shall be eontinued for the 
use of the freemen of Alnwick, and liberty to erect new lime-kilns 
and herd's houses in such other parts of the said forest or moor 
as the lord's bailiff of the said borough and the chamberlains, or 
a minority of them, shall think fit, for the conventency of burning 
limestones in case of failure of the present quarries. 

XVI. That reasonable satisfaction be made from time to time 
to the corporation, or their lessees, for damage and spoil of ground 
by digging or woriring any mines or quarries, or erecting any 
buildings necessary for working such ndnes, or laying waggon* 
ways or other ways, or leading or carrying away coals, stones, 
or other minerals within the inclosures made from the moor. 

XVII. That each party pay their own costs of the suit ; and 
that the establishing of this agreement shall be done at the j«nt 
expense of the parties. 

XVIII. That the boundaries of the said forest of Haydon, or 
Alnwick Moor, are as in the plan described. 

XIX. That the bailiff of the Earl and Countess is the chief 
officer within the said manor and borough, the same being an 
office by grant from the crown ; but the said bailiff shall not be 
deemed or considered as part of the said corporate body, unless 
he be a freemah of Alnwick. 

XX. That the wastes of the town l)elong to tiie Barl and 
Countess; and that the said chamberlains, common-council or 
freemen have no right thereto whatsoever, save^a liberty to break 
the streets and voidgrounds for the contrenienoy of laying pipes 
for the conducting of water to the present pants, wells, and 
springs, and for the repairing the pipes and pavements. 

XXI. That the chamberlains, common-council, or freemen of 
Alnwick have no right to erect shambles, or butchers' shops, in 
the market-place of the said town or borough, Without license 
from the Earl and Countess, or lord or lady of the said manor 
or borough. 

XXII. That the tolls granted by the Right Honourable Henry 
and Algernon, Earls of Northumberland, for and towards the 
maintenance of a free school in Alnwick, ought to be paid to the 
Lord's bailiff and burgesses of Alnwick, and applied by them for 
the maintenance of a free school there, pursuant to the tenor (»f 
the respective grants and the itteHkm thdfff contained. 
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XXIII. That thi«e roods and ten p^rdies of gromid taken ett 
the said moor next the Stocking and Hiiine Park, and alsb tlie 
Quarry-hills, containing four acres, shall be held and eiyojred by 
the said Earl and Countess, their heirs and assigns for erer, to 
their own separate freehold ; and that, in exchatige for the sam^, 
the four acres, two roods, and twenty-one perches of ground set 
off by the said Earl and Countess from their own freehold estate, 
and laid to the said moor near Snipe-House and Freemen's Well, 
shall be held and enjoyed by the said freemen of Alnwiok as part 
of the said moor. Lastly, it is hereby further agreed by all the 
parties hereto, that the above several articles and clauses of agree* 
ment shall be binding and conclusive to them, their heirs and euo- 
cessors. In witness whereof the said Earl and Countess of Nor- 
thumberland, James Stephenson, Matthew Robinson, William 
Reed, Ralph Graham, Robert Luke the elder, and Robert Luke 
the younger, have hitherto set their hands and seald ; and the said 
John Falder, Robert Rickaby, Robert Richardson, John Grey, 
Colling wood Forster, Edward Gallon, George Selby, Thomaa 
MHls, John Gallon, John Richardson, Robert Carr, William 
Brown, Henry Forster, I'homas Strother, Robert Claxton, George 
Shepherd, Richard Strother, William Hindmarsh, Edward Bell, 
Thomas Woodhouse, John Baron, and Thomas Lindsay, have 
hereunto affixed the corporate seal of the chamberlains, common* 
council, and freemen of Alnwick, and the present chamberlaina 
have hereunto set their luuids and seals, March 6th, I762. 

Several large portions of the moor or common 
have at different times been inclosed, and 
brought into a state of cultivation. The Moor- 
house Farm, containing 250 acres, and Had- 
win's Close, 14 acres, were inclosed in 1608. 
The Herd's Close, 13 acres, was inclosed in 1705. 
The Intake Farm, 42 acres, was inclosed in 1710, 
The Freemen Hill Farm,' 400 acres, was inclos- 

* The Freemen Hill and Intake Farms were inclosed by the 
four-and-twenty, without the consent of the freemen; but the 
freemen having thrown down the fences, the four-and-twenty 
were compelled to obtain their sanction to uphold the inclosures ; 
and a Guild was held on April dOth, 1711« when an order was 
passed and 8ubscribe4 by 123 freemen authorizing the indosurea. 

Ss 
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ed in 1711« A part of the pasture in Bondgatte 
field called Scottefaldhalch or Hesleyside, &c. 
mentioned in the third grant, was sold to the 
Northamherland family in I76I ; and the re- 
mainder was exchanged in 1776 for the Stanley 
Flats; containing about 26 acres. The Bog and 
Broadheaps, containing about 28 acres, were 
purchased of Mr. Matthew Alnwick,, ice. in 
1696. The extent of the lands belonging to 
the borough is estimated at about 33^80 aicres. 

The moor, of which about 2610 acres: remaia 
in common^and uninclosed, is a shameful waste,, 
languishing in a miserable state of neglect. It 
16 for the most part a^ wilderness of whins and 
heath, and from its open and exposed situation^ 
its. appearance i« bleak, dreary, and repubive,, 
except a short period in summer during the 
bloom of the hawthorn, furze, and heath, when 
it assumes all the graces of vegetation. The 
soil is in general of a fertile and productive 
kind, easily susceptible of cultivation, and but 
a small portion of the heaths and marshy parts 
is naked or composed of inert vegetable matter. 

The prevailing mode of conducting the affairs 
of the borough has continually been the cause 
of discontent, and will invariably form a con- 
stant and fruitful source of jealousy, distrust, 
and contention, till some salutary change is 

In 1762 apart of tbe moor adjoining the Intake was inclosed and 
given to Col. Forster, Esq. by tbe four-and-twenty. This waa- 
suffered to remain till 1772> when G. Grieve, Esq. on the first day 
of his freelagej broke down the fence; and re-united it to the moor. 
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effected. The foiir-and-twenty assume an ex- 
dlusiv^ power in the disposal of the publtc 
property of the freemen, by their self-election 
to office, and by receiving and disbursing the 
reviMiue of the borough without control or re- 
sponsibility* by which the freemen as a body . 
are excluded from all participation 4n the ma- 
nagement of their own affairs. ^ 

Upon the first incorporation of a borough, 
the appointment of particular persons for ma- 
naging the funds and for executing the business 
of the community would naturally belong to 
the whole of its members^ who have a common 
concern and an inherent right in all the branches 

^ The four-and-twenty substituting themselves in office without 
a constitutional appointment, and ecercising it without control from 
the body they represent, urge the apparent length of time they have 
exercised these exorbitant powers as the pretext for their continu- 
ance, though directly in opposition to the sentiments of the freemen. 
But it appears by the early charters and compositions relating to 
the borough that both the name and the office of cliamberlein and 
of ibur-and-twenty were then unknown, and no self-created junto 
acting distinct from the rest of their brethren had any place in 
the borough.— It Is the burgesses that constitute the borough, 
yet they have no voice in the election of the members who ai'e 
professedly their representatives, or in the disposal of their own 
property; and the four-and-twenty, who are merely the o^ce- 
bearers of the corporation, have assumed the exclusive possession 
of those powers that should reside in the burgesses at large. 
This is a state of things in its nature unjust and in its conse- 
quences oppressive ; it is utterly indefensible upon any views of 
expediency, manifestly inconsistent with enlightened principles, 
and imperatively calls for remedy. The freemen in endeavouring 
to resume in their own persons those powers that have been so 
absurdly assumed by their office-bearers, demand what is quite 
consistent with the nature of their original constitution, and In 
tnitb seek only to shake off a very visible infringement on^ their 
privileges. 
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of its administration. And during the earliest 
stage of this borough of which any account has 
been preserved, there is no power or privilege 
recorded or recognized but what resided in the 
whole body of the burgesses, and was exercised 
^lely by them. The early correspondence is 
addressed to the *^ burgesses,*" and the contracts 
and corporate acts are expressly stated to be per- 
formed by and for the " burgesses." Among the 
documents illustrative of the subject, in addition 
to the foregoing grants, are the following : — 

April 9th, 42d Henry VL— A grant from the King to the 
Burgesses of Alnwick and their successors of a Free Har- 
liour in Alemouth and license to ship, load, and unload wool, 
hides, wood, fells^ leather, coals, and fish ; and to have a market, 
«nd to hold two fairs in the year, one on the feast of St Philip 
and St. James, and the other on the feast of St Lucy, each to 
•continue three days. Dated from Bamburgh Castle. 

Without date.— A petition of the Burgesses and Commonalty 
of the town of Alnwick to the King to grant them his license for 
Walling the Town under the Great Seal, and to have it delivered 
to them without any fee. 

February 1st, Idth Edward IV.— A deputation or appoint- 
ment by the Burgesses of Alnwick under the Town Seal, reciting 
that the King had granted them a license to wall the Town— John 
Patterson and Thomas Circewall to collect gifts and contributions 
through ail the kingdom for that purpose. 

December 5th, 29th Henry VIII. — An agreement between 
Mr. Thos F. Clarke, Bachelor of Law and surveyor of all the 
lands of the Earl of Northumberland of the one part, and George 
Clarkson, William Beadnel), John Brace, George Watson, 
Edward Thompson, and William Anderson, Burgesses of Aln- 
wick with all other Burgesses of the said town of the other part, 
about making a wear or haven at Alnmouth. 

July 8th, 1588-*A petition from the Burgesses of Alnwick to 
Lord Burleigh, Lord High Treasurer of England, for appropri- 
ating the whole stipend Y>f 20 marks a year to the maintaining of 
a Grammar School. 



BOEOUGH OF ALNVVJCK. 328 

Alnewick 12<> No: l6lO. To th« Right Hon: o\ rtrj 
good Lord Henry Earle of Northumberlande increase 
of Honor & faeavenlie felicitie. 
The humble Petition of yo'. Hono*! burgewes of Alaewlckie 
In most humble wise beseeching yo*^. Ho: y^. Lor: vnfeigned 
tnratoV humbly iotreate: That for the fervour zeale, entyre lore 
and ardent affection yo^. Hoqo^. beareth towards th' adTaoee*- 
ment of Gods glory, the good of the weale publique & education 
•of youth in all true vertue, religion & literature : Yt maye there- 
fore please yo^. Ho^. of yo^. mosle bountifoU goodness and Mhe- 
ralitle in the way of godly charitie, considering yo^. saide orato? 
great wante thereof & inabilitie to the same, to gyve grante & 
cpafyrme under yo'. Hon? band and writinge some yearly penrioa 
annueitie, and exhibition for and towards the erecting & main* 
teyning of a grammer schoole wV^ M^ & Usher to the same, w*^ 
in y'. Ho? borough above aaide That as yo'. Hono'. doth« (un* 
feygnedly we wish yt may be long so) primas apud Alnwicenses 
obtinere partes ratione dignitatis so you may be summus respectu 
beni^nitatis, & worthily eoioy the name and fiime of founder of 
our Grramer Schoole : Otherwise like to be none at all, unless 
yo'. Hono? fauo^ be vnto vs extended in this behalfe. And we 
yo' Hono? humble supplicants, as for other benefytts form'^ly 
received so espetially for this, shall 8c will as in all dutye we are. 
bonnde, dailj^ & continually devote ourselves our whole lives & 
livings wholly to yo!^ Hono? aerviet. 

This petition is a curious specimen of the pedantic style of 
•that period. It has the common seal affixed to it, and is sub- 
scribed by thirteen burgesses, most probably the aldermen of 
th« trades. 

Novr. 3Qth, 16IQ.— A letter from the Earl of Northumber<- 
land to the Burgesses of Alnwick in answer to their petition to 
him for his benevolence for the School House. Durected to his 
loving friends the Burgesses of Alnwick. 

Augt. 15th, ]649«-^A grant from Algernon, Earl of Nor- 
thumberlandy to the Bailiff and Burgesses of Alnwick of the Corn 
Toll, for aod towards the maintenance of a Free School* 

In these documents there is no mention of 
"chamberlains and four-and-twenty or common 
council, the modern titles of office ; and if they 
had been known at that time, they would un- 
questionably have been the acting party in the 
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execution of these transactions, and not so 
many individual burgesses. In the oldest book 
belonging to the borough that has been pre- 
served, in the first order, dated May 31st, 1613, 
mention is made of " four Collectors of the 
town's revenue," they are also in another ac- 
count styled •* receivers and treasurers." The 
office of chamberlain was not known for some 
time after this ; ^ and it seems evident that the 
name of chamberlain was at first merely a substi- 
tute for that of collector, receiver, or treasurer, 
with no higher duties to perform. The first or- 
der for the admission of a member of the four- 
and-twenty is so late as April 30th, 1730 ; and 
they did not till of late years consist of any de- 
finite number. Sometimes there were thirty, 
thirty-three, and at one time thirty-four mem- 
bers of the four-and-twenty, as it is called. * 

* Chamberlains are first noticed in the year I6l9 in this man- 
ner : — " Received by us (Graven Salkeld, Nicolas Forster, Robert 
Feryer, and John Grey, appointed as Chamberlandt for the said 
town by Mr. Featherly his Lord's learned steward, &c." Prior to 
this time the common title of the accounts was " Receipts of the 
Town" and " Disbursements of the Town." 

^ An order, dated August 7th, l€77> for fining (the four-and- 
twenty lor non-attendance at their meetings, is signed by S of the 
chamberlains and 3 1 of the four-and-twenty. An -order, dated 
Oct. 4th, 1717) that no man be admitted a four-and-twenty for 
the future till the death of another, is signed by 30 persons. In 
the Borough books there is an order to this effect :— '' We the 
chamberlains and four-and-twenty of the borough «f Alnvrick, 
sensible of the inconvenience of a too extended executive, and dis- 
regarding the vulgar opinion that there is wisdom in a multitude 
of counsellors, do hereby agree that the four^and'twenly shall 
Ibr the time to come consist of no more than seven^and'itviaUy" 
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From the earliest accounts up to the year 
1712, the principal business of the borough was 
ordered and conducted by the freemen at their 
guild meetings; and when the chamberlains 
and four-and'-twenty were first noticed they 
seem to have possessed very limited and insig- 
nificant powers, and acted merely as the agents 
or delegates of the freemen, as no act seems to 
have been considered binding till it passed the 
guild. The annexed extracts will serve to shew 
the province and authority of the guild. 

May 31, l6ld. In the Tollbooth at the Gyld held the daj- 
and year abovesaid, it is ordered that every freeman shall pay 
sixpence towards the repair of the Moor-house and making of a 
fold there, and that these sums be levied by the aldermen on such 
as are of their companies, and the residue to be levied by the 
constables on such as are within their wards and of no companies, 
and the same to be delivered to the four collectors of the town's 
revenues.— -It is ordered that the wardens of the several com- 
panies shall weekly as their turn falls search and view the moor, 
and bring away the cattle of stallingers and foreigners there, and 
take order that none be kept there by the herd or otherwise. 
And that the like view and weekly search be made for the win- 
ning, using and providing of coals by the town's farmers thereof, 
and for this purpose the aldermen to hold their place and to join 
herein. Signed by l6 persons. 

At a general Guild held the 7th day of June, \6l3. This i» 
an order for procuring a learned person to be schoolmaster and an 
usher for the borough, and for raising a salary for each of them ; 
part to be paid out of the town's revenues by the treasurers or 
receivers of the same, and the residue to be collected by the alder- 
men out of the sums granted for that use by the companies and 
freemen of the town. And to the end it may appear what sums 
the said companies and freemen have granted for the use afore- 
said and for what time, it is declared and ordered by their public 
consent, also particularly by every of them in open Guild that 
the said sums shall be paid by the companies and persons 
aforesaid for the term of seven years next after the institution and 
instalment of a schoolmaster. Signed by 1 9 persons. 
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January ISth, 1 638. It is ordered and agreed by the ^sur- 
and-tweiity and ooxomon guild of this borough the day and year 
abovesaid, that the chamberlains every year for their year being 
shall call together the four-and*twenty and coiiiidod guild always 
upon the 10th of December^ unless it fall on a Sunday » and then 
in the Tollbooth let with the consent of the four-and-twenty and 
common guild all such things as are due and belonging to the towit^ 
and that they gire in a true and just account c^ all such reckon- 
ings as shall be then due to the chamberlains for the year then 
next fbliowing, f upon pain of any that shall offend against' this 
order 40i. to be levied of their goods and chattels for the good of 
the common hutch of the town. Signed by 24 persons. 

February 4th, l66l. At the Guild meeting of this town and 
borough of Alnivick, it is agreed, and condescended unto, and so 
ordered, that all the tenants of the town's lands shall pay tiie last 
quarter rent due the 2d instant to our bailiff Mr. Mark Hunter, 
and shall continue the payment of the rents of their several farms 
to him and his executors till such time as he shall be reimbursed 
the sum of £30. which at our instance and request he hath dis- 
bursed and paid on the town's account ; and that no chamberlains 
shall meddle with the receiving of the same or any part thereof 
until it appears to this Guild that he is fully satisfied the afore- 
sud strain Signed by 2 1 persons. 

June 24th, 1665. At the Common Guild held this daj, wt 
have ordained and appmnted Mr. T. S. schoolmaster of the free 
school and also G. A. under usher thereof; and the usher we do 
order shall be paid out of the trades. Signed by 24' persons. 

June 24th, l698. Whereas the revenues belongmg to our 
town are very small and inconsiderable, and we being minded to 
augment and increase the same for the good o£ our said town, 
and for the maintaining and upholding of its rights and privileges 
and other good uses, it is this day unanimously ordered and agreed 
that so much of our common shall be inclosed and let to fkrm 
as followeth, 4hat is to say, 200 acres of our said moor next ad- 
joining to our Moor-house or Freemen Hill which is thought 
most convenient. And also that a dyke or hedge be drawn from 
the To wn*head Close as far as the Standing Stone, or farther if 
tluNigiit oonvemenftt and firom thence over to the Freemen's Gap^ 
for to keep every freeman and freeman's widow as many stints 
BB may be> hereafter agreed upon, provided that no freeman or 

t U.flniftn firom tiM- Town*! BMdU tbtt tiM oM ChAmbevUint did MmiuillyBt • 
Commoa Guild flyer In to tiieaeirly elactad ChambertaiM tbeif Moouflti of (eoefpts ind 
dlsbuiMnunti dvrinff tiieir yaar, and at ttie miim time dciiverad ovai ta then Uie 
Town'i Box and Seal, with tbe books, reeoide, deeds, and writings. 



BOROUGH OF ALNWICK. 32T 

iVeeman^B widow shall hare any benefit of the said iticloted ground* 
except they contribute their proportion towards the fencing, and 
live within the town of Alnwick. Signed by 88 persons. 

The latter part ai this order does not relate to any of the pre«* 
sent inclosures, but was only for the making of a temporary hick>* 
sure for the purpose of depasturing stinta for the freemen and 
freemen'a widows that should contribute to make the dikes and 
fences and keep them in repair. There appean to have been t»» 
rious parts of the moor inclosed in this manner^ and the Teatigea 
of the ienott are still to be seen m sereral parts. 

At a Common Guild of the fireemen or burgesses of the borougfr 
of Alnwick assembled the 8d dky of May » ITlt, for the equal 
stintiug of the moor, it is ordeied that every ficeeman and freeman's 
widow shall have two stints and no more, and that any person 
having no stints to put on may let his or her stinta to any other 
freeman or freeman's widow, and shall enter their stinta witk one 
of > the chamberlains, and pay upon entering the same one balf^ 
penny per stint, upon pain of 5#. to every person neglecting so to 
do, or putting on more stints on the moor than above mentioned. 
Signed hj'Q6 persons. 

On the 29th of Apri^ 1712^ ano^r Common Guild was held, 
when an order verbatim with the above was passed, except thati 
the two stints were restricted to freemen and freemen's widows 
mikm the borough. Signed by 1 12 persom; 

It appears from several orders and entries in the town's books 
that the freemen at their guild meetings demised or let the cor- 
poration lands, &C. On December IQth, 1629* the custom 
com was let to Thomas Scott by the eonsent of the chamberlains 
and common guMd. On August 15th, 1655, Hesleyside wa» 
demised by the chamberlains with the concurrance of the com«» 
mon guild. 

The revenue of the borough was formerly 
inconsiderable, and consisted only of the rents^ 
of the ancient inclosed lands and the monthly 
contributions paid by the freemeu to their re- 
spective aldermen, who were annually account- 
able to their several companies. But after con- 
siderable parts of the moor were inclosed, and 
the farms had been let for a few years, the re- 

T t 
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venue increased so as to leave a consideraMe 
annual sut^Ius,* which may be considered a» 
having been the grand inducement to the 
chamberlains and foiir-and-twenty to usurp the 
sole jurisdiction, of the borough. Very early 
and freqdent opposition was made to this as- 
sumed authority,,, bs appears from the order 
books, of the different trades, wherein the free- 
men are threatening, that ^*if the four-and* 
twenty neglected to hold the common guilds, 
they would throw down the indosures, and lay 
into common again those parts that had been 
taken in/' 

It does not appear that any proper or lasting 
ehange was produced by these remonstrances ; 
for in the year 1782 the freemen instituted a 
suit in Chancery to obtain a redress of griev- 
ances and the recovery of their rights. The 
four^nd-twenty, dreading the consequences 
of the suit, published a pamphlet, signed by the 
chamberlains, offering new articles and terms of 
accommodation to the freemen for the future or- 



' The anantUt amoimt &f the revei)iie and the particulan of it» 
appticatJon were withheld from the freemen till the year ISIS, 
when the suit now pending in Chancery was instituted against the 
four^and^twentyy and compelled them to render a» account, which 
has since been continued. In the year ending Nov. ISlj^^ the 
revenue was £680. and in 1S2> it amounted to £640» It i» 
dkiefly applied to the payment of the salaries of the 8clioolmaftei%. 
herds, chamberlains' clerk, and in buildings, repairs, lawsuits, &c. 
Since the year 1810 thei« have been three small distributions 
among the resident freemen and freemen'^s widows.. The usual 
expenditure, omitting law expenses^ &c« is about £S50* per 
annum. 
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and government Mftftkelxltougb, in order 
to induce the freemen to witbdravr the suit. 
These afrticles i^et fort^ that the tiame of the 
i20ir{x>ratioii is and ought to be *^ the bui^esses or 
freemen of the borottgh of Alnwick,'* and pro^ 
posed to allow the freemen a voice in the choice 
and election of the four^-and^^twenty , and an 
^ifisctual control in the application 6f the reve^ 
nues of the borough ; and, after defraying the 
necessary expenses, the surplus revenue wa6 
to be distributed among the resident freemen 
«nd freemenis widows* 

These proposals were every way agreeable to 
the freemen, and were intended to. be inoor- 
porated in an Act of Parliament with several 
other matters relating to a division and improve^ 
metit of the moor, actording to propositions 
made for that purpose by his grace the Dulce 
of Northumberland.' Before these measures 
were carried into effect, a difference took place 
between his grace and the freemen ; and the 
four^nd4wenty having the policy soon after to 
riect the leading members of the committee of 
the £reemen into their body, and the freemen 
being left without a fund and deprived of their 
leaders, these desirable resolutions unfortunate- 
ly fell to the ground. 

^ Durii^ the disputes and differences in the years 1781 And 
1782, the four-and-twentj, at the expense of. the borqugh, pub* 
fished JRvera} addresses under flie signature ef * an old craftsman/ 
to misrepresent the motives of his grace, and to mislead and ridi- 
cule the freemen. 
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The ireemen ocmtimied in a slate of disooh- 
tent with respect to the conduct of the fofir*and» 
twenty in the managemeiit of the affidrs of the 
borough till the year 1815, when the different 
i^mpanies of the freemen at their Midiaelmas 
meeting appointed a committee to inquire into 
the amount of the revenue and to obtain an 
annual account of the expenditure. The com- 
mittee, as a]^>ears by their recent appeal to the 
{mblic, in order to obtain tl^ i!e$toratk>n of the 
rights and privileges of the freemen, and to 
avoid the expense attendant on litigation, of- 
fered various terms and proposals to the four- 
aad-twenty to bring the matters in dispute to a 
reasonable, fidr, and amicable adjustment ; but 
after frequent applications on the port of the 
freemen, their exertions have been fruitless. 
The four-^md-twenty having mimifesteda decid- 
ed hostility to eveay overture for improvement, 
the freemen were compelled to look soldy to a 
court of justice for redress; and early in the 
year 181^ the freemen and freemen's widows 
filed a bill of complaint and disclosure in the 
high court of Chancery against the four*4uid« 
twenty^ and the cause is still pending. 

The freemen, who by their own contri- 
butions and the occasional aid of the public 
have expended nearly £ 700. to obtain redress, 
and are at present bringing the suit to a legal 
issue, have in this respect to encounter a 
most formidable and unfair opposition ; for the 
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imir-and-twenty having the possession of the 
revenue drfra^ their own costs out of the public 
{Hxiperty of the burj^esses to restrain them from 
obtaining th^r daims. 

From a united view of the nature and state 
of the bQrough, it is evident that the whole 
body of the burgesses formerly {Assessed at the 
least a concurrent jurisdiction in all the affidrs 
of the borough ; and it appears probable that 
this privilege has been detached from them by 
connivanoe, and not by any positive appoint- 
ment; from a disposition in the -people to con- 
sult their own ease, without any design to limit 
tfadr privil^^; and its distant consequences 
were neither foreseen nor intended. Every one 
who possesses a real r^ard for the welfare and 
iivprovement of the borough must admit the 
necessity of a salutary change and amendment 
in the present system of administering its af- 
fairs, and that the general body of the freemen, 
wh0 are now shut out from their chief privileges, 
may be reinstated in the full ^nd natural enjoy- 
ment of their rights, as members of the corpora- 
ticm, and have at least some share it> the manage- 
ment of their own concerns. It is quite manifest 
that while any oppressive and invidious privilege 
is arrogated by a small self-appointed junto to the 
exclusion of the general body, and while any 
monopoly exists to subvert or destroy the rights 
of those who are in every respect entitled to an 
equal participation with their brethren, there is 
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tio good to be anticipated, but, on the contraty^ 
a continued state of diaoord and disquiet. 

In the |)resent posture of affairs the necessi- 
tous freemen and widows can enjoy no part 
ot privilege, and must become burdensome to 
a parish for that tiupport which the produce of 
their birth-right, if under an amended and pro- 
vident administaration, would abundantly yidd 
tbem. And to advocate or prolong this impro- 
vident system, however antiquated in partial 
and mistaken view^, is Univalent to a negation 
€^f justice, and hurtful to a numcfrous and in- 
creasing potion of our neighbours. Should 
the d<dud which has so long obscured the for- 
tunes of the freemen be dispdled by the intro- 
duction of an improved and beneficent admi- 
Mstration of their affairs, it will produce the 
«)Ost solid and lasting advantages, by restoring 
tranquillity, and leading to the improvement 
or "division of the moor, a large and valuable 
tract of unciiAtivated land. From the philan- 
thropic and benefficent views which actuate the 
illustrious owner of the manor, no doubt can 
he entertained but he would sancti(m and pro- 
mote dO in^portant a measure which has for its 
•obj^ect the true interests of society* 



P. 189- For the accomi|iQdatipn« safety^ and coniren^nce. of 
the inhabitapts and other ppreon^, on May 15tU^ 1822^ ap.Apt o^ 
Parliameiit was obtained for Lighting, Paying^^Cleansing^ Watch- 
ing, and otherwise improving the town of A in wick; and in order 
tQ proonote the improvement l^ia graca the Duba of Northumber* 
land' with his usual tiheralitj. defrayed the expeose of pro^uting 
the act The c^mniisaipyi^fa for pajpry iQg th^ pq w^ and. pi^poar f 
of the act into execution are, the acting JustKc^a of-' the PeacQ 
within its limits, the perpetual Curate of Alnwick, the BaiUff and 
Chamberlains of the town an4 borough, ^e Churiobwardena and 
Overseers of the poor, for the time being, and resident holl^eholderi 
possessed of property of the value of £600. ComnMssionert 
may borrow at tntereat any sum not exceeding £ 1000. and adopt' 
a sinking fund for the payment of sums bonowed. Occupiera 
of houses, buildings, lands. Sec are to be rated annually any sum 
not exceeding Is. in the pound, with power to commissioners to 
reduce or remit the rates on account of inability. One moiety of 
the rates to be paid or allowed by the owner, and the other to 
be borne by the occupier. Oocupien of houses are to sweep and 
dean the footway the whole length of thdr respective houses 
before the hour of nine in the morning every Monday and Thura* 
day upon pain of forfeiting 5». for every neglect. Any person 
who shall obstruct the footways by any annoyance, or hinder the 
free passage along the same, is liable to a fine of five pounds, &c. 

P. 190. On one of the bells of Alnwick Church is this curi- 
ous inscription in Anglo-Norman characters :<— *< Pieta aut 

MARIiE GRATIA ORATE PRO ANIMA DoMINI JOHANNIS DB 

Valba" — Through piety or by the grace of Mary, pray for the 
mulofSir John DelavaL The reading, observes the translator, 
particularly of the terminations, is doubtful ; but as in old writings 
the family of Des Vaux are always styled De FaUibus, it there- 
fore appears not improbable that De la vol, which is evidently the 
singular form of the same word, might be rendered as above. 
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P. 201 . lu the year 1 82 1 an elegant barreled Organ, presented 
by his grace the Duke of' Northumberlaod, was erected in the. 
gallery at the west end of the church. The tones of the instrument 
are harmonious, and it is constructed with great taste. The ehil* 
dren c^his grace's free schoot have lately been instructed in pi^a}* 
mody, and form a useful aoeompaBlment to the Taluabfe gift. 

P. 215. The ReF. W. Probert having removed to the Unita- 
rian church at Walmsley, he was succeeded by the Rev. J. S. 
Hyndman^ of Ghugow, who was appointed minister of Ebenezer 
Cliapel in September, 1822. 

P. 246. Mr. Edward Stamp, Fenkle Street, has succeeded 
Mr. T. Ferguson, as agent for the Newcastle Bank, Sir 
M. W. Ridley, Bart. Bigge, Gibson, & Co. 

Errdlufn.^^In p. 274, note, erase the two cbnelu£hg Khes^ 
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